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Each year a group of young men make a journey that takes them from boys to men in the eyes of NHL 
scouts and fans alike. They start the season with dreams of being selected by there favourite hockey teams 
in hopes of one day skating around the ice surface with a shiny metal cup above their heads. One day in 
June they become NHL property and one step closer to their goal that so many share. 



 
 
 

From the From the   
Editor’s DeskEditor’s Desk  
By Aaron VickersBy Aaron Vickers   
 

 
Here it is. 

 
If any of you are like me, this is 

what it’s all about - the NHL draft.  
 
More and more, the NHL Entry 

Draft is where championship teams 
are built. In the cap era, drafting has 
become some much more vital to the 
success of a franchise. Case in point 
the two Stanley Cup finalists in the 
Detroit Red Wings and Pitsburgh 
Penguins.  

 
Both teams were comprised 

primarily of draft picks. From 
Detroit’s end, eventual Conn Smythe 
winner Henrik Zetterberg and key 
cog Pavel Datsyuk were 
instrumental. The same can be said 
for the likes of Marc Andre Fleury, 

Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin for 
the Penguins.  

 
Still, the draft is so much more. It’s 

the glow on the faces of players 
edging closer and closer to a lifelong 
dream.  

 
Though most players’ don’t dream 

of the draft, you can be sure they 
dream about playing in the NHL. The 
draft is a sign they are edging closer 
to that dream.  

 
Those who have experienced it can 
only describe, but the feeling of 
pulling that jersey over your head 
and tugging on the ball cap must be 
an exhilarating feeling for these kids. 

Aa r o n  V i c k e r s 
Aaron Vickers 

Managing Editor 
Future Considerations 

  
  
  



  

FC’s Top 150 Prospects for FC’s Top 150 Prospects for 
the 2008 NHL Entry Draftthe 2008 NHL Entry Draft   
By Dan Stewar tBy Dan Stewar t   
 
1. - 30. 

 
1. C Steven Stamkos, Sarnia, OHL 
2. D Drew Doughty, Guelph, OHL 
3. D Zach Bogosian, Peterborough, OHL 
4. D Alex Pietrangelo, Niagara, OHL 
5. D Luke Schenn, Kelowna, WHL 
6. LW Nikita Filatov, CSKA, Russia 3 
7. C Cody Hodgson, Brampton, OHL 
8. LW Mikkel Boedker, Kitchener, OHL 
9. C Colin Wilson, Boston University, HE 
10. C Kyle Beach, Everett, WHL 
11. D Tyler Myers, Kelowna, WHL 
12. C Zach Boychuk, Lethbridge, WHL 
13. D Michael Del Zotto, Oshawa, OHL 
14. LW Mattias Tedenby, HV-71, Sweden 
15. C Jordan Eberle, Regina, WHL 
16. C Joshua Bailey, Windsor, OHL 
17. G Thomas McCollum, Guelph, OHL 
18. D John Carlson, Indiana, USHL 
19. D Colby Robak, Brandon, WHL 
20. C Joe Colborne, Camrose, AJHL 
21. G Chet Pickard, Tri-City, WHL 
22. RW Greg Nemisz, Windsor, OHL 
23. D Colten Teubert, Regina, WHL 
24. G Jacob Markstrom, Brynas J20, Sweden 
25. D Luca Sbisa, Lethbridge, WHL 
26. C Zac Dalpe, Penticton, BCHL 
27. C Mitch Wahl, Spokane, WHL 
28. D Brandon Burlon, St. Michaels, OPJHL 
29. D Yann Sauve, Saint John, QMJHL 
30. D Jack Gardiner, Minnetonka, USHS 



31. - 60. 
 
31. D Tyler Cuma, Ottawa, OHL 
32. C Mikhail Stefanovich, Quebec, QMJHL 
33. C Corey Trivino, Stouffville, OPJHL 
34. C Tyler Ennis, Medicine Hat, WHL 
35. D Aaron Ness, Roseau, USHS 
36. D Vyacheslav Voynov, Traktor Chelyabinsk, Russia 2 
37. D Michael Stone, Calgary, WHL 
38. G Harri Sateri, Tappara, Finland 
39. C/RW Luke Adam, St. John’s, QMJHL 
40. D Cody Goloubef, U. of Wisconsin, NCAA 
41. RW James Livingston, Sault Ste. Marie, OHL 
42. LW David Toews, Shattuck St. Mary’s, USHS 
43. D Mark Barberio, Moncton, QMJHL 
44. C Jamie Arniel, Sarnia, OHL 
45. C Evgeni Grachev, Yaroslavl Lokomotiv, Russia 
46. C Eric O’Dell, Sudbury, OHL 
47. LW Geordie Wudrick, Swift Current, WHL 
48. C Nicolas Deschamps, Chicoutimi, QMJHL 
49. C Kelsey Tessier, Quebec, QMJHL  
50. C Phil McRae, London, OHL 
51. G Dustin Tokarski, Spokane, WHL 
52. C A.J. Jenks, Plymouth, OHL 
53. D Marc-Andre Bourdon, Rouyn-Noranda, QMJHL 
54. C Anton Gustafsson, Frolunda Jr, Sweden 2 
55. C Joel Champagne, Chicoutimi, QMJHL 
56. D Erik Karlsson, Frolunda Jr., Sweden 
57. G Peter Delmas, Lewiston, QMJHL 
58. D Roman Josi, Bern, Swiss 
59. C Chris Doyle, PEI, QMJHL 
60. G Jake Allen, St. John’s, QMJHL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



61. - 90. 
 
61. RW Kirill Petrov, Ak Bars Kazan, Russia 
62. LW Josh Brittain, Kingston, OHL 
63. D Jyri Niemi, Saskatoon, WHL 
64. C Patrice Cormier, Rimouski, QMJHL 
65. C Derek Stepan, Shattuck St. Mary’s, USHS 
66. RW Dimitri Kugryshev, CSKA, Russia 3 
67. C Maxime Sauve, Quebec, QMJHL 
68. LW James Wright, Vancouver, WHL 
69. C Brandon McMillan, Kelowna, WHL 
70. RW Danny Kristo, U18, USNDP 
71. RW Justin Jokinen, Cloquet, USHS 
72. RW Jared Staal, Sudbury, OHL 
73. C Viktor Tikhonov, Cherepovets, Russia 
74. LW Jimmy Hayes, Lincoln, USHL 
75. G Kevin Poulin, Victoriaville, QMJHL 
76. D Philip Larsen, Frolunda, Sweden 
77. C Daultan Leveille, St. Catharines, GHJHL 
78. D Kristoffer Berglund, Bjorkloven, Sweden 
79. LW Matt Calvert, Brandon, WHL 
80. C Adam Henrique, Windsor, OHL 
81. RW Daniel Despotovic, Sodertalje J20, Sweden 
82. D Shawn Lalonde, Belleville, OHL 
83. D Cory Fienhage, Eastview High, USHS 
84. D Johan Motin, Farjestad, Sweden 
85. C Philippe Cornet, Rimouski, QMJHL 
86. G Brady Hjelle, Cedar Rapids, USHL 
87. C Nathan Condon, Wausau, USHS 
88. G Tyler Beskorowany, Owen Sound, OHL 
89. D Max Nicastro, Chicago, USHL 
90. LW Sergei Ostapchuk, Yaroslavl, Russia 

 
 
 
 



91. - 120. 
 
91. C Derek Grant, Langley, BCHL 
92. D Justin Schultz, Westside, BCHL 
93. C Nathan Moon, Kingston, OHL 
94. G Jacob Deserres, Seattle, WHL 
95. RW Danick Paquette, Lewiston, QMJHL 
96. C Joonas Rask, Ives, Finland 
97. LW Jacob Lagace, Chicoutimi, QMJHL 
98. C Kruise Reddick, Tri-City, WHL 
99. D Micheal D’Orazio, Owen Sound, OHL 
100. C David Ullstrom, HV71 J20, Sweden 
101. D Mattias Ekholm, Mora, Sweden 
102. C Tomas Knotek, Halifax, QMJHL 
103. D Matt Donovan, Cedar Rapids, USHL 
104. C Lance Bouma, Vancouver, WHL 
105. G Robert Mayer, Saint John, QMJHL 
106. G Michael Hutchinson, Barrie, OHL 
107. RW Zach Harnden, Peterborough, OHL 
108. D David Carle, Shattuck St.Mary’s, USHS 
109. G Braden Holtby, Saskatoon, WHL 
110. D Julien Demers, Ottawa, OHL 
111. RW Robert Czarnik, U18, USNDP 
112. C Tomi Sallinen, Blues, Finland 
113. C Taylor Stefishen, Langley, BCHL 
114. LW Jan Stransky, Plzen, Czech Republic 
115. D Steven Delisle, Gatineau, QMJHL 
116. G Anders Lindback, Brynas, Sweden 
117. LW Colin Long, Kelowna, WHL 
118. D Mitch Gaulton, Erie, OHL 
119. D Maxim Chudinov, Severstal, Russia 
120. RW Dale Hunt, Prince George, WHL 

 
 
 
 



121. - 150. 
 
121. D Patrick Wiercioch, Omaha, USHL 
122. LW Samuel Morneau, Baie-Comeau 
123. D Travis Harmonic, Moose Jaw, WHL 
124. C Andrei Loktionov, Yaroslavl-2, Russia 
125. D Alexandre Neron, Rimouski, QMJHL 
126. C Jacob Youso, International Falls, USHS 
127. RW Bobby Mignardi, Kingston, OHL 
128. D Eric Mestery, Tri-City, WHL 
129. C Tyler Gron, Fort McMurray, AJHL 
130. D Andrew MacWilliam, Camrose, AJHL 
131. D Adam Comrie, Saginaw, OHL 
132. C Justin Florek, U18, USNDP 
133. LW Michael Pelech, Mississauga, OHL 
134. LW Nick Larson, Waterloo, USHL 
135. D Tomas Kundratek, Trinec Jr., Czech Republic 
136. C Mathieu Tousignant, PEI, QMJHL 
137. RW Vinny Saponari, U18, USNDP 
138. RW Teemu Hartikainen, Kalpa Jr., Finland 
139. C Anthony Nigro, Guelph, OHL 
140. G Martin Jones, Calgary, WHL 
141. D Jordon Southorn, PEI, QMJHL 
142. C Joel Broda, Moose Jaw, WHL 
143. C Tomas Kubalik, Plzen, Czech Republic 
144. D Pascal Amyot, Saint John, QMJHL 
145. LW Andre Petersson, HV71 Jr, Sweden 2 
146. LW Jerome Flaake, Koln, Germany 
147. G Patrick Killeen, Brampton, OHL 
148. G Eddie Lack, Leksand, Sweden 2 
149. LW Igor Revenko, Junost Minsk, Belarus 
150. D Luke Witkowski, Ohio, USHL 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
2008 NHL Entry Draft  
Top 100 Prospects Profiles 
 
 
 

 
FC Rank: #1 

Steven Stamkos 
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: February 7, 1990 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 175 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Sarnia 
Stats: 61 GP 58 G 47 A 105 PTS 
Strengths: Possesses the best overall skill package in the entire draft. This kid 
can really skate and excels at playing a finesse game. He consistently plays a 
responsible defensive game and also has a physical element. He has one of the 
better shots outside the NHL and sees the ice very well along with possessing 
great hockey sense. He has an extra gear when he’s carrying the puck that 
allows him to skate around many defenders on the outside or skill moves that 
allow him to challenge defenders up the middle. He is the kind of player that 
makes those around him better. Stamkos is a very coachable player who has a 
real contagious desire to win. 
Weakness: Not a lot of weaknesses to pick from with the top ranked prospect 
this season. He will want to bulk up his slender frame for next seasons run at the 
NHL. Some observers think that unless he can add muscle mass he could have 
injury problems at the next level because of his willingness to play physical and 
his win at any cost attitude. 
NHL Potential: Franchise Goal Scoring Centre. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Low Risk, High Reward. Stamkos possesses a great 
work ethic, confidence in his overall abilities and a great attitude to go along with 
all that talent. If he doesn’t become one of the best in the NHL he is sure to be a 
solid top six performer. 
Extra Notes: The consensus # 1 ranked prospect from before the seasons start 
and will be Tampa Bay Lightning property on June 20th baring a major trade. Was 
on fire through two rounds of OHL playoffs were he scored 11 goals in nine 
games. No other teammate had more than three. 



 
 
FC Rank: #2 

Drew Doughty 
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: December 8, 1989 
Height: 6’-0.5” 
Weight: 215 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Guelph 
Stats: 58 GP 13 G 37 A 50 PTS 
Strengths: He is a highly skilled defender who knows when to jump into the rush 
and when to hang back. He is intelligent and really controls the play when on the 
ice. His skating has improved from last season and is now considered a strength. 
Doughty can also play a physical game with well-timed open ice checks as well 
as hard work along the boards and in front of his net. He has a great attitude and 
has good leadership qualities. Doughty has a good hard shot but his strength is 
using his vision and playmaking skills to quickly transition a play into a scoring 
chance. His offensive abilities will be what make him a special NHL player. Drew 
has the ability to change the game with one Bobby Orr like rush. 
Weakness: Physical conditioning is an area Doughty struggles with. He is often 
slowed at the ends of games because of fatigue. Doughty played a lot of games 
this season and the wear and tear looked to take its toll toward seasons end. He 
has come along way with his improved defensive play but he can still use work 
on his positioning.  
NHL Potential: Franchise Two-Way Defenseman 
Boom or Bust Potential: Medium Risk, High Reward. While there are still 
detractors of his game, Doughty has come along way since last year and his 
hard work and determination are evident in that regard. He will be a top four 
defender on an NHL team in the not to distant future. 
Extra Notes: Despite a reduction in points from this season to last, Doughty has 
been able to round out his game and play in all three zones more effectively. He 
was named to the OHL first all-star team for the 07-08 season. 



 
 

FC Rank: #3 

Zach Bogosian 
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: July 15, 1990 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 197 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Peterborough 
Stats: 60 GP 11 G 50 A 61 PTS 
Strengths: Bogosian is a hard nosed defender who plays a solid two-way game 
that includes a real strong physical element. He plays with such composure and 
maturity that in terms of his leadership it is almost like a father playing pond 
hockey with his boys. Bogosian is very smart and has great on ice awareness. 
He skates well and has a very smooth stride while displaying good pivots. He can 
rush the puck or use a well-placed outlet pass for breakout plays. His shot is 
cannon-like because of his strength and can be used as a weapon on the PP. He 
displays solid defensive positioning and used his stick to check attackers 
effectively on the PK. Bogosian plays physical along the boards and while 
clearing the crease as well as being able to handle himself during fisticuffs. He 
has good hockey sense and does not panic when pressured. He is a very 
competitive player who hates to lose.  
Weakness: Like the top two prospects, Bogosian has very few weaknesses. The 
only area of concern expressed by some are decision making in terms of when to 
attack both offensively and physically, both are minor. 
NHL Potential: Franchise Two-Way Physical Defenseman 
Boom or Bust Potential: Low Risk, High Reward. One of the safest picks in the 
entire draft, Bogosian’s mature game translates perfectly to the NHL where he 
could play effectively as a 19-year-old next season. 
Extra Notes: Was the leading scorer on a poor Petes squad. His offensive 
numbers would have been higher if he had a chance to play with more skilled 
teammates in the OHL. Bogosian joined Drew Doughty as the defenders on the 
OHL first all-star team for the 07-08 season. Bogosian put on a very impressive 
showing at the Scouting Combine where NHL scouts and executives marveled at 
his physical abilities. 



 
 
FC Rank: #4 

Alex Pietrangelo  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: January 18, 1990 
Height: 6’-3.5” 
Weight: 205 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Niagara 
Stats: 60 GP 13 G 40 A 53 PTS 
Strengths: Plays the game in a clam manner controlling team breakouts and 
offensive attacks. He sees the ice very well and makes good decisions with the 
puck. He has very good size and can punish opposition with big hits along the 
boards although that is not a predominant part of his game. Pietrangelo’s 
defensive positioning is good and his long reach takes time and space away from 
attackers. He skates well and has decent acceleration. His shot is hard and 
accurate but his playmaking skills and passing coupled with elite vision are his 
main strengths. 
Weakness: He has loads of untapped potential and there are more sure best 
ahead of Pietrangelo at this stage. His cool calm demeanor can sometimes be a 
downfall as he tends to hold onto the puck too long causing turnovers. His 
skating could use some improvements. Some wish he would display more of a 
physical element to his game besides the odd stiff check or anger driven after 
whistle skirmish. 
NHL Potential: Franshise Two-Way Defenseman 
Boom or Bust Potential: Medium Risk, High Reward. Huge potential abounds 
with Pietrangelo. He could really develop into a top NHL defender down the line 
although that upside is no sure thing, mostly projection. At the very least, he is 
assured to be a solid two-way defender with great size. 
Extra Notes: “Petro” as his teammates call him models his game after Anaheim 
defenseman Chris Pronger and is not far off. Alex father is cousins with ex -
Whaler and ex-Penguin goaltender Frank Pietrangelo. A bout of Mono late in the 
year kept Alex from working out at the NHL’s Scouting Combine. 

 



 
 
FC Rank: #5 

Luke Schenn  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: November 2, 1989 
Height: 6’-3” 
Weight: 215 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Kelowna 
Stats: 57 GP 7 G 21 A 28 PTS 
Strengths: The physically developed defensive defenseman takes pride in 
taking care of his end first and foremost. He has the abil ity to deliver some  He has the abil ity to deliver some 
really devastating body checks that turn the tied or set the tone of really devastating body checks that turn the tied or set the tone of 
gamesgames. He is a warrior along the boards and effectively clears the crease. He 
skates very well and has tremendous leg strength and balance. Schenn makes a 
good first pass and has a great shot from the point. He has good hockey sense 
with nice on ice awareness and uncanny ability to read the developing play. He 
works hard and possesses good leadership qualities and does so by example. 
Defensive positioning is solid and used his stick in lanes well. He has some 
underdeveloped offensive abilities as well. His game is at its best when keeping 
everything simple. 
Weakness: Limited upside in the offensive zone is the only negative that can be 
found with this package. While he may be better in his zone or more physically 
willing than the other defenders in his class he just doesn’t ooze offensive 
potential like the rest do. 
NHL Potential: Franchise Stay-at-Home Defenseman 
Boom or Bust Potential: Low Risk, Medium Reward. Schenn will be a solid 
NHL player as a top-four shutdown defender and physically punishing beast for 
the team lucky enough to nab him. He will not be counted on heavily as an 
offensive defender at the next level. 
Extra Notes: Luke’s brother Brayden just won WHL rookie of the year award and 
looks like a top five pick for next years NHL draft. Luke was a solid defensive 
force in helping Canada claim gold at the IIHF World Junior Championships. 
 



 
 
 
FC Rank: #6 

Nikita Filatov  
Position: Left Wing 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: May 25, 1990 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 175 LBS 
07-08 League: CSKA 
07-08 Team: RUSSIA 3 
Stats: 34 GP 32 G 34 A 66 PTS 
Strengths: Has a great attitude and is a real team player. Slick moves, blazing 
speed and a great shot with a quick release pretty much sum up his game. He 
skates well and has a few extra gears over most of his competition. Aggressive in 
his approach he likes to be in the middle of the play regardless if it is physical or 
finesse style. He is creative with the puck and has awesome vision that he uses 
to set up line mates. Will play in the dirty zones and drive the net with abandon. 
He is responsible defensively and full of enthusiastic energy. Filatov is a goal-
scorer who plays a well rounded and complete game. 
Weakness: He is playing in Russia. That is the main area of concern. Size and 
strength are also minor weaknesses that will be addresses with time. At times he 
tries and do too much himself and could utilize this teammates better. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Medium Risk, High Reward. There are no questions 
he is skilled, has a good attitude and he wants to play in the NHL, however it is 
not always that simple without a transfer agreement and Russian politics 
involved. The risk moves to low for any team that is guaranteed to get Nikita out 
of any current contracts or obligations. 
Extra Notes: Had a spectacular IIHF World Junior Championship tournament 
where he led Russia in scoring. Filatov has expressed and interest to come to 
North America and play Major Junior to further his development and desire to 
play in the NHL. He could very easily move up on draft day to the No. 2 spot 
behind Steven Stamkos if teams get assurances. 



 
 

FC Rank: #7 

Cody Hodgson  
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: February 18, 1990 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 185 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Brampton 
Stats: 68 GP 40 G 45 A 85 PTS 
Strengths: Outstanding vision and hockey sense are the top areas of strength 
for Hodgson’s game. The complete centre makes those around him better and is 
very responsible defensively as well. He skates very well with a wide balanced 
stride and has a quick accurate shot which complements his natural playmaking 
abilities. Hodgson plays the wall well with his good hands and puck protection 
ability. He displays good instincts on where to be on the ice when he doesn’t 
have the puck and get into position to best generate a scoring opportunity. His 
elusiveness is a major strength as is his attitude and willingness to compete and 
work hard. Despite his smaller size he drives the net and plays in all the dirty 
areas. 
Weakness: Size and strength need to be addressed but they should both 
improve with physical maturity and time. No real area of concerning but his 
offensive upside is questioned by some. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Forward. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Low Risk, High Reward. There is no doubt as to if his 
game will get him to the NHL just what kind of offensive ability will be have once 
he gets there. Worst case is he is a solid defensive centre with some offensive 
pop, best case is he is a first line playmaking centre who is defensively 
responsible. 
Extra Notes: One of three potential first round NHL draft picks to play on the 
Markham Waxers minor midget hockey team along with Stamkos and Del Zotto. 
Cody was voted as the OHL Eastern Conferences smartest player in the recent 
coaches’ poll. 



 
 

 
FC Rank: #8 

Mikkel Boedker  
Position: Left wing 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: December 16, 1989 
Height: 5’-11” 
Weight: 195 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Kitchener 
Stats: 69 GP 29 G 44 A 73 PTS 
Strengths: The speedy winger might be the fastest skater in the entire draft. His 
first step acceleration, top end speed and stick handling are amazing which 
coupled with his great playmaking ability makes him a true game breaker. He has 
outstanding vision and on ice awareness and does not panic when pressured. He 
controls the play on the half boards in the offensive zone and draws defenders to 
him which opens up opportunities for teammates. He possesses good puck 
protection skills and a very good shot with quick release although his strength is 
that of a playmaker. He will venture into traffic areas but only for quick hit 
instances. While he does not have a physical element to his game he is 
defensively responsible and does come back with the play. 
Weakness: His size and unwillingness to play any kind of physical game what so 
ever. He also tends to have poor outings when opponents play physical with him. 
He will need to remedy that some what and play through physical checks instead 
of strictly relying on his skill. 
NHL Potential: Skilled Forward. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Low Risk, High Reward. The risk is minimized as he 
has adapted to a North American style and his skating is excellent. His skills are 
outstanding and character is good. Boedker will be contributing offensively in the 
NHL before very long. 
Extra Notes: While Boedker has an excellent regular season in the OHL 
considering his adjusting to a new culture and a different style of play, he really 
turned it on in the OHL playoffs where he put up 35 points in 20 playoff games for 
the Rangers. Voted the Western Conference Best Skater in the annual OHL 
coaches’ poll. 

 



 
 
 
FC Rank: #9 

Colin Wilson  
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: October 20, 1989 
Height: 6’-1” 
Weight: 215 LBS 
07-08 League: Hockey East 
07-08 Team: Boston University 
Stats: 37 GP 13 G 22 A 35 PTS 
Strengths: Possesses a power forward type of skill set and hard working 
attitude. While not a very good skater he does have good balance and can get to 
where he is going with good agility. Plays physical along the boards and is not 
afraid to go in any areas on the ice despite the punishment he takes. Has a good 
shot and can handle the puck around the net. He is responsible defensively and 
can tie up opposing players well without taking penalties. He reads the play well 
coming back in his own end and has some decent playmaking ability in the 
offensive zone. Surprises with skilled plays ever so often but his game is best 
when kept simple, driving to the net and playing a solid two-way game. Wilson is 
a bit of a fitness freak as his results at the NHL Scouting Combine showed were 
he had the best testing results of all participating prospects. 
Weakness: Limited offensive upside is draw back as he is not expected to put up 
big points in the NHL. He needs to work on his skating as his stride is choppy 
and underdeveloped. He does not have a good top end speed and his 
acceleration is very slow. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Power Forward. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Low Risk, Medium Reward. Not much risk with Wilson 
as he could step into the NHL next season and play a productive role. His 
physical maturity and style of game make him a safe bet. His offensive upside is 
the only question. 
Extra Notes: Hockey is in Colin’s bloodlines as his father, Carey, played 12 
seasons in the NHL and his grandfather, Gerry, also had a cup of coffee in the 
NHL as well. “Willy” as he is known to his teammates was named the Hockey 
East’s Rookie of the Year. 



 
 

FC Rank: #10 

Kyle Beach  
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: January 13, 1990 
Height: 6’-3” 
Weight: 205 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Everett 
Stats: 60 GP 27 G 33 A 60 PTS 
Strengths: A power forward in the making, Beach has a very good mix of skill 
and physical attributes. He has good hand skills and a very hard, accurate shot 
which he gets off quickly. His anticipation and vision as well as his playmaking 
abilities are all strengths. With his competitiveness he will go through a wall for 
you and back again. He has a tendency to get under the skin of the opposition 
and likes the fisticuffs. He plays the body well and has the ability to deliver 
punishing open ice hits. Kyle’s hard work in the corners and on the cycle is a 
tremendous strength as are his puck protection abilities. Loves to drive the net, 
can make skilled plays in tight areas and punish defenders who try to stop him. 
He plays defensively responsible. 
Weakness: Skating and questions about character are smaller concerns but the 
most glaring question is whether or not he can keep his focus and not lose his 
cool which results in take senseless penalties. If he keeps his head he would be 
a very valuable teammate but once he goes over the edge he is a detriment to 
the team. 
NHL Potential: Skilled Power Forward. 
Boom or Bust Potential: High Risk, High Reward. The reward is that he could 
be the next Bertuzzi, Neely or Shanahan type to play a dominating power forward 
game in the NHL. The risk is that he may never learn to control his emotions and 
stay focused enough to play close to the edge without going over. 
Extra Notes: Was named the WHL rookie of the year after the 06-07 season. 
After a great start to the season and talk of top-five draft status, Beach had a 
poor second half of the year which included a concussion that contributed to his 
games downward spiral. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FC Rank: #11 

Tyler Myers  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: February 1, 1990 
Height: 6’-7” 
Weight: 205 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Kelowna 
Stats: 65 GP 6 G 13 A 19 PTS 
Strengths: His immense height and reach make him an imposing defender for 
attacking forwards to get around. He skates like a five-foot-11 forward and has 
great mobility and agility for such a big guy. Myers has a booming shot from the 
point that is also accurate. He possesses good stick checking ability and 
defensive awareness. Myers has shown glimpses of a dominant physical game 
down low and along the boards although he is not overly aggressive by nature. 
Has the ability to start the breakout with either carrying the puck or a solid safe 
first pass. Myers works hard and has really come along way from the beginning 
of the season. 
Weakness:  While he has some great upside he also has a very long path to 
travel down to get where he is projected to be at the NHL level. His offensive 
skills are underdeveloped. Poor defensive positioning is disguised with his long 
reach and skating ability at the junior level and would be a detriment at the pro 
level. His hockey sense and vision has been questioned. 
NHL Potential: Stay-at-Home Defenseman. 
Boom or Bust Potential: High Risk, High Reward. The risk is that he might only 
ever be a mobile, tall and lanky defenseman with good reach. The reward is his 
potential development could see him become a better skating less physical 
Zdeno Chara type NHL defenseman. 
Extra Notes: Myers who was born in Houston, TX. and previously wore the 
American colors recently made his decision to represent Canada at future 
international events when he suited up in his first IIHF sanctioned event, the U-18 
World Championships. 
 



 
 

 
FC Rank: #12 

Zach Boychuk  
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: October 4, 1989 
Height: 5’-10” 
Weight: 175 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Lethbridge 
Stats: 61 GP 33 G 39 A 72 PTS 
Strengths: His conditioning and athleticism are some of the best in junior 
hockey. Boychuk is a skilled forward with great vision and hockey sense. He 
skates well with great speed and has explosive acceleration. He has good hands 
and a great shot and can also set-up a play with his pinpoint passing. Will play in 
the dirty areas on the ice and despite being smaller in size is not afraid of 
physical play or battles along the wall. He is very reliable defensively and always 
takes care of his defensive responsibilities. Boychuk has a dynamic offensive 
element to his game that not many two-way forwards can attest to having. 
Weakness: His size issue is the main area of concern for most. He is a complete 
player but if he can’t battle through the checking of bigger and stronger NHL 
defenders his offensive and defensive abilities are for not. Questions about what 
his game will be at the pro level. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Skilled Forward. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Medium Risk, High Reward. Will he be able to play in 
the NHL with his petite size? That is the question with all smaller sized prospects. 
Extra Notes: Despite a reduction in his point total from the previous season, 
Boychuk was able to round out his game this year and is now seen as a solid 
two-way performer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

FC Rank: #13 

Michael Del Zotto  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: June 24, 1990 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 210 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Oshawa 
Stats: 64 GP 16 G 47 A 63 PTS 
Strengths: A true puck-rushing defenseman, Del Zotto skates well and has great 
offensive instincts. He is highly skilled at carrying the puck with good stick 
handling and elusiveness that allow him to gain the zone effectively. The 
prototypical power-play quarterback has a good hard, accurate shot and has 
outstanding vision which he uses to dish out crisp passes. His natural offensive 
ability can’t be taught. Follows up the offensive play and burry’s a lot of second 
chances. 
Weakness: Defensive awareness and positioning as well as his reads while 
defending all need work. Del Zotto can get caught playing the puck and not the 
man and seems to always be trying to transition the play back to offense. He 
needs to learn when to jump into the play and when to play it safe.  
NHL Potential: Offensive Defenseman. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Medium Risk, High Reward. The risk is that his 
defensive game might peg him as a one dimensional offensive defender at the 
NHL level. The reward could be he becomes a Bryan McCabe type defender. 
Extra Notes: Del Zotto had a slow start to the season with regards to offensive 
production as he was focusing on improving his defensive game. He came on 
strong late in the year to surpass his OHL rookie season point total. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #14 

Mattias Tedenby  
Position: Left Wing 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: February 21, 1990 
Height: 5’-10” 
Weight: 170 LBS 
07-08 League: Sweden 
07-08 Team: HV 71 
Stats: 23 GP 3 G 3 A 6 PTS 
Strengths: The hard working speedster has great hand skills and creativity 
which he displays in each game. His skating has a short smooth effective stride 
and good first two step acceleration. Not afraid to challenge big defenders and 
will take a hit to make a play. He can beat defenders to the net on the outside 
using his speed or up the middle with his hands. He has good vision and can be 
a playmaker but is a natural finisher. Tedenby is a hard working forward with 
loads of offensive skill that has produced at every level thus far. 
Weakness: Size is a major concern as Tedenby is very small and you wonder if 
a defender were to catch him with a big hit, as he will face in the NHL, if he would 
be durable enough. Tedenby needs to add strength to his legs and upper body 
so he can be more effective in fighting off checkers. His defensive game is also 
in need of improvement. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Medium Risk, High Reward. Size is the only thing that 
would hold Tedenby back but if he can work through this concern his overall skill 
will make him a scorer at the NHL level. 
Extra Notes: Mattias did not start the year in the Elite League but rather worked 
his way up after impressing at the junior level for HV 71. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #15 

Jordan Eberle  
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: May 15, 1990 
Height: 5’-10” 
Weight: 175 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Regina 
Stats: 70 GP 42 G 33 A 75 PTS 
Strengths: With bursts of speed and great elusiveness, Eberle has the ability to 
get to the open on the ice and areas where the puck will be. He possesses good 
hockey sense and on ice vision. He handles the puck well and drives to the net 
when he has it. Eberle has a hard wrist shot which he gets off quickly and usually 
find the back of the net as he is a natural goal scorer. He is defensively 
responsible by consistently coming back and breaking up plays on the back 
check. Eberle competes hard, has a good team attitude and wants to win. 
Weakness: Size is a downfall and overall lack of strength needs to be 
addressed. He needs to make sure he is giving a consistent effort offensively and 
playing to his strengths. With better leg strength his top end speed would also 
improve.  
NHL Potential: Goal Scoring Forward. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Medium Risk, High Reward. His size is a minor 
concern although he plays the game similar to Tampa Bay’s Martin St. Louis so 
size might not hold him back. The reward is he has the abilities to develop into a 
prime time goal scorer in the NHL. 
Extra Notes: Eberle started the year off on fire in the month of October showing 
that he should be considered for a first round pick early on. He was awarded the 
Regina Pats scholastic player of the year. 

 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #16 

Josh Bailey 
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: October 2, 1989 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 185 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Windsor 
Stats: 67 GP 29 G 67 A 96 PTS 
Strengths: The solid two-way forward has been Windsor’s best player from the 
beginning of the season. He has put up hoards of points with his strong 
playmaking abilities, vision and anticipation. He skates well enough to get to 
were he’s going and has a decent burst of acceleration. He is a tireless worker 
and plays solid along the boards. He has been able to add a good grit factor this 
season. Bailey is very defensively responsible with solid defensive positioning 
and reads. He drives the net and cycles well down low. Offensively he has a 
good shot but his strength is his ability to set-up teammates. 
Weakness: Skating needs to improve if he is to play the same solid two-way 
game at the next level. He also could use an added physical element as he 
frequently backs off his aggressive play when pushed around. Improved strength 
could go along way to improving both these areas. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Forward. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Low Risk, Medium Reward. There is no real risk that 
Bailey will not pan out the only question will be can he score at the next level or 
will he primarily be a checking line forward. 
Extra Notes: The Spitfires assistant captain finished the regular season on a 
very hot note putting up 23 points in his final nine games.  

 
 



 
 

 
FC Rank: #17 

Thomas McCollum 
Position: Goaltender 
Catches: Left 
DOB: December 7, 1989 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 205 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Guelph 
Stats: 51 GP 2.50 GAA 4 SO .914 SP 
Strengths: The butterfly/standup mix style goalie has many good characteristics 
in his game. He possesses great positioning and the ability to read the game 
through traffic. His form is tight and he stands up tall taking up much of the net. 
He moves well and keeps the openings to a minimum. When he is focused and 
on his game McCollum can be virtually unbeatable. He plays his angles well and 
loves to challenge shooters. He displays quick reflexes, a quick glove and he 
never gives up on a play. His skating, agility and overall mobility are all strengths. 
Weakness: When McCollum loses confidence in himself his game really takes a 
nose dive. Rebound control can be an issue but he started to improve that area 
later in the season. Consistency and conditioning are two areas that he needs to 
remain focused on improving. 
NHL Potential: Franchise Goalie. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Medium Risk, High Reward. With goalies there is no 
such thing as a sure thing since most of their success hinges on the mental 
game. They develop much later than other positional players as well. McCollum 
has many fundamental aspects that you look for in a young goalie prospect and 
has the ability to carry a team when hot. 
Extra Notes: After a very slow start McCollum came on strong midway through 
the year and was almost unbeatable by seasons end. Thomas was named to the 
OHL third all-star team for the 07-08 season. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #18 

John Carlson  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: January 10, 1990 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 210 LBS 
07-08 League: USHL 
07-08 Team: Indiana 
Stats: 59 GP 12 G 31 A 43 PTS 
Strengths: Carlson is a big guy who can play a physical or finesse game and 
while he is not a fast skater he gets to where he is going. He has good vision and 
poise to run the PP and uses his booming point shot as a weapon. He possesses 
tremendous balance on his skates and uses that as well as his strength to punish 
opposition along the boards and with big open ice hits. Carlson can rush the puck 
or make a precise pass to start the breakout. As well as supporting his partner he 
also directs the play showing leadership. He displays solid defensive positioning, 
gap control and a good active stick. 
Weakness: Footwork and overall quickness are areas he will need to improve 
before playing at the next level. Mental maturity and his perceived arrogance on 
and off the ice are also things that should be remedied. He also needs to boost 
up his drive and intensity. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Defenseman. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Low Risk, High Reward. A big defender who can 
control the offensive game, be a solid defensive contributor and play twenty to 
twenty-five minutes a night is the potential reward. 
Extra Notes: The top pick from the USHL this year will be attending University of 
Massachusetts-Amherst next season baring a decision to report to the London 
Knights who hold his OHL rights. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #19 

Colby Robak  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: April 24, 1990 
Height: 6’-3” 
Weight: 195 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Brandon 
Stats: 71 GP 6 G 24 A 30 PTS 
Strengths: He is big offensive defender with a powerful and fluid stride which 
allows him to effectively rush the puck up the ice. He has great vision and sees 
the whole sheet of ice well which allows him to be an excellent playmaker on the 
backend. Robak is one of the best passers in the draft and can set-up at the 
point on the PP and also use his hard accurate shot if the passing lanes are 
closed. Defensively his positioning is sound and he used his stick well. He blocks 
shots and also supports his defensive partner well. 
Weakness: Focus and intensity not always there and he doesn’t like to play a 
physical game. He needs to be more assertive in his own zone instead of relying 
on passive coverage. His footwork needs some improvement although he is not 
a bad skater overall. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Defenseman. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Medium Risk, High Reward. The risk is that his game 
may not translate to the faster and more physical pace of the NHL ranks. The 
reward is that he could be a solid PP quarterbacking defender in a few years and 
if he adds the missing elements to his game he could be a solid top four. 
Extra Notes: Robak was a part of the Canadian U18 team that captured the 
Gold in April at the IIHF World Championships in Russia. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #20 

Joe Colborne  
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: January 30, 1990 
Height: 6’-5” 
Weight: 195 LBS 
07-08 League: AJHL 
07-08 Team: Camrose 
Stats: 55 GP 33 G 57 A 90 PTS 
Strengths: The AJHL’s second leading scorer has a strong and balanced stride. 
His on ice vision is awesome and it allows him to best utilize his playmaking 
abilities. Colborne is a very rangy player who can stickhandle effectively and also 
use his good shot to score goals although he looks to pass first and foremost. He 
has good hockey sense and is a very team oriented guy. He has great size with 
which to grow into and should only get better with time and added strength. Joe 
is a smart and observant player who makes those around him better. He has the 
potential to be a game breaker. 
Weakness: Colborne does not play a physical brand of hockey. His intensity and 
willingness to go to the dirty areas of the ice come and go; he will need to 
compete more consistently. His skating while it will not hold him back could use 
some improvement with regards to foot speed. He doesn’t consistently embrace 
the defensive aspect of the game. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Playmaking Forward. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Medium Risk, High Reward. He could be the next Joe 
Thornton type if he would add a physical element although he could also just be 
the next highly skilled prospect who doesn’t have the drive or intensity to 
succeed at the next level. 
Extra Notes: Joe will be attending the University of Denver in the fall. 

 
 



 
 
 
FC Rank: #21 

Chet Pickard  
Position: Goaltender 
Catches: Left 
DOB: November 29, 1989 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 210 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Tri-City 
Stats: 64 GP 2.32 GAA 2 SO .918 SP  
Strengths: Focus, a calming demeanor and remaining cool under pressure are 
the main characteristics that separate Pickard from the rest. He displays solid 
positioning and plays his angles well. He has the ability to read the play 
developing in front of him and make himself look bigger. He likes to challenge 
shooters and does not flop around on second chances instead maintaining his 
position. He is competitive and controls his sparse rebounds well. His lateral 
mobility is quick and he has strong balance.  
Weakness: Foot work and a lack of natural athleticism are areas of weakness. 
Pickard can control and improve the poor footwork. He is not flashy either but 
that can be a positive more so than a weakness. 
NHL Potential: Potential No.1 Goalie. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Low Risk, High Reward. There is not much doubt that 
Pickard will play in the NHL, whether or not he can be a true No.1 is the only 
question left to be answered. 
Extra Notes: Pickard while already playing very impressive in the regular season 
caught fire in the WHL playoffs and helped his team make it to the league finals 
where they eventually lost out to the Spokane Chiefs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #22 

Greg Nemisz 
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: June 5, 1990 
Height: 6’-3” 
Weight: 195 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Windsor 
Stats: 68 GP 34 G 33 A 67 PTS 
Strengths: Nemisz is a big bodied player who can use his size to bull his way to 
the net. He is a staple on the PP in front of the net and has great hands capable 
of potting many goals form in close. He has a nice hard and accurate shot and 
possesses real power forward potential. He is aggressive down low and when 
battling along the boards although more often then not he relies on his rangy 
stick to win battles for pucks. He has shown some creativity with the puck but 
confidence plays a large role in his willingness to try too much. His playmaking 
abilities are vastly underrated. 
Weakness: His skating is rather choppy and weak however he is hard to stop 
once he gets it going. He would be well served to implement a more consistent 
physical element to his game as he has been known to avoid physical 
confrontation. While he is already big, he has not quite yet grown into his body 
and would be well served to add both lower and upper body strength. 
NHL Potential: Skilled Forward. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Medium Risk, High Reward. Greg is another one of 
these prospects with tremendous potential but will he have the attitude and 
intensity needed to succeed? 
Extra Notes: Played well enough to get an invite to play for Canada on the 
eventual gold medal winning team at the IIHF World Championships in Russia. 

 
 
 



 
 

 
FC Rank: #23 

Colten Teubert  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: March 8, 1990 
Height: 6’-4” 
Weight: 190 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Regina 
Stats: 66 GP 7 G 16 A 23 PTS 
Strengths: Intensity, aggressiveness and having a down right mean streak best 
describes his game at the major junior level. He is a solid physical specimen and 
likes to dish out punishment to the opposition. He is sound defensively with a 
great skating stride and can read the play before it develops. He is smart and 
knows where to be to effectively breakup plays. He makes a good breakout pass 
and can also carry the puck out of his zone. He does not panic and never gives 
up on a play. Teubert has good leadership characteristics, is hard working and 
will fight for his teammates. He is a good shot blocker and also uses his stick to 
close down open passing lanes. 
Weakness: Teubert can let his emotions get the best of him at times and gets 
himself into penalty trouble. He doesn’t project to be much of an offensive threat 
at the next level. His shot is below average and his hands are not the softest 
either. He is still really skinny and will need to add strength to play this style at 
the next level. 
NHL Potential: Physical Defensive Defenseman. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Low Risk, Medium Reward. Colten will undoubtedly 
become an NHL player down the road, with his intensity and physical abilities he 
should be a solid physical stay-at-home defender. 
Extra Notes: Teubert was the first overall selection of the Regina Pats at the 
2005 WHL Bantam Draft. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
FC Rank: #24 

Jacob Markstrom  
Position: Goaltender 
Catches: Left 
DOB: January 31, 1990 
Height: 6’-3” 
Weight: 180 LBS 
07-08 League: Sweden 
07-08 Team: Brynas 
Stats: 7 GP 3.12 GAA 0 SO .887 SP  
Strengths: A very tall butterfly-style goalie who takes away the entire bottom half 
of the net. His glove is very quick and flashy causing many a shooter frustration. 
He skates well and has tremendous balance along with outstandingly quick 
lateral mobility. He has nice athleticism and is technically sound displaying solid 
positioning and angles play. Markstrom is a focused prospect who plays well in 
high pressure situations. 
Weakness: He needs to refine some parts of his game like rebound control and 
over committing to the shooter and going down into the butterfly too early but 
those are minor concerns that good coaching should take care of. 
NHL Potential: Franchise Goalie. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Medium Risk, High Reward. The only risk is that he 
stays over in Sweden to long which could hurt his development long term. With 
no transfer agreement Brynas also might not want to let him go without being 
heavily rewarded financially. 
Extra Notes: Markstrom played the majority of the year on Brynas Junior squad 
where he lead that league in most major goaltending categories before getting 
his chance in the Elite League. Jacob is a childhood friend of fellow draft eligible 
goaltender Anders Lindback. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
FC Rank: #25 

Luca Sbisa  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: January 30, 1990 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 190 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Lethbridge 
Stats: 62 GP 6 G 27 A 33 PTS 
Strengths: Sbisa has had a very impressive first year in North America. He has 
adjusted well and displayed elements of physical play and quick decision making 
on the smaller ice surface. He has good offensive skills with his on-ice vision, 
passing ability and a decent shot but his main strength is his poise when carrying 
the puck. He is at his best when he is not trying to do too much and plays a 
steady safe game within his limits. He skates well with a fluid smooth stride and 
good fist step acceleration. Defensively he displays solid positioning and reads. 
Weakness: Inconsistency in his willingness to engage physically and lack of 
overall intensity are areas that can be a drawback. Occasionally he has made 
bad reads and pulled himself out of position or been caught up ice on a bad 
pinch. He is also very raw although talented and will a few years time before he 
could contribute at the next level. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Defenseman. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Low Risk, Medium Reward. Sbisa has all the tools to 
be a solid NHL all-purpose defender. 
Extra Notes: Originally born in Italy, Sbisa was raised in Switzerland where his 
hockey roots were planted. He has represented Switzerland in all international 
events and came over to play in the WHL because his dream is to play in the 
NHL. Sbisa finished off his season with thirteen points in eleven WHL playoff 
games for Lethbridge.  

 



 
 
 
 
FC Rank: #26 

Zac Dalpe  
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: November 1, 1989 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 170 LBS 
07-08 League: BCHL 
07-08 Team: Penticton 
Stats: 46 GP 27 G 36 A 63 PTS 
Strengths: The energetic two-way forward has a good shot with a great quick 
release. He is always looking to create offence and with solid hockey sense, 
impressive vision and outstanding speed he is always dangerous whenever he is 
on the ice. Blessed with a good work ethic Dalpe has worked hard to prove 
doubters wrong when he was dubbed as too small by many. He handles the puck 
well and can also set-up his line mates with his good playmaking ability. He is 
also willing to battle for pucks along the boards and drive then net when the 
opportunity presents itself. Dalpe likes to shot the puck and is primarily a finisher. 
He is strong on the dot as well. He loves to have the puck on his stick. 
Weakness: Dalpe’s first instinct is always shoot. He needs to use his teammates 
better and use his playmaking abilities to create more offense that way. He 
needs to focus on consistency in his defensive game. Strength is severely 
lacking and he needs to add muscle to his legs and upper body. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Medium Risk, High Reward. Dalpe has beaten some 
big odds to make it this far in his hockey career but has a ways to go to reach his 
full potential.  
Extra Notes: Dalpe has committed to attend Ohio State University in the fall of 
2008. 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
FC Rank: #27 

Mitch Wahl  
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: January 22, 1990 
Height: 5’-11” 
Weight: 175 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Spokane 
Stats: 67 GP 20 G 53 A 73 PTS 
Strengths: Wahl is a fast skater with impressive balance who is elusive with or 
without the puck and employs a high tempo game. The natural playmaker 
possesses great vision and uncanny ability to thread the needle with a tape-to-
tape pass even through heavy traffic. He has good soft hands and can carry the 
puck through traffic. He plays well along the wall and has a good stick in those 
situations. Wahl has a good team first attitude, is a hard worker and is very 
coachable. He finishes his checks and also shows some quiet leadership 
qualities. Wahl never stops moving his feet and is good on the forecheck. 
Weakness: Being a playmaker his shot is not one of his strengths although he 
can finish in close when given the chance. He doesn’t have much of a physical 
game but still competes hard. Wahl is not the biggest guy and could use some 
added upper body strength before he makes the jump. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Playmaking Forward. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Low Risk, High Reward. A pretty solid two-way and 
versatile package means that Wahl has a good chance to play even if he doesn’t 
become a highly productive offensive player at the next level.  
Extra Notes: Not from a traditional hockey market, Wahl is a product of Seal 
Beach, California. Wahl won the Memorial Cup with the Chiefs as the CHL’s top 
team for the 07-08 season. 

 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
FC Rank: #28 

Brandon Burlon  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: March 25, 1990 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 190 LBS 
07-08 League: OPJHL 
07-08 Team: St. Michaels 
Stats: 32 GP 7 G 17 A 24 PTS 
Strengths: While not being the biggest guy on the ice, Burlon doesn’t shy away 
from any battle or physical confrontation. He skates well and has very fluid 
overall mobility. He sees the ice well and excels at directing the play from the 
backend before rushing the puck up ice. His passing skills are above average 
and he can start a quick transition game with well-timed passes. He has a very 
good shot from the point, a deadly one-timer and doesn’t hesitate to pinch to 
contribute offensively. He has sound defensive position and uses his stick well to 
check and get into passing lanes. He plays with good composure and has solid 
leadership qualities. Burlon is a solid PP quarterback who plays a solid overall 
game in all three zones. Burlon is good under pressure and doesn’t panic. 
Brandon does a lot of things right and is a real promising prospect. 
Weakness: Like most offensively skilled defenders this young Burlon has a 
tendency to make bad decisions on when to pinch and when to play it safe. He 
could use some extra strength which would improve his physical game. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Defenseman. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Low Risk, High Reward. The reward is that you could 
be drafting a top pairing two-way defender who could be a future captain. The 
risk is that we have not seen his play against much high level competition yet. 
Extra Notes: Brandon will attend the University of Michigan in the fall of 2008. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
FC Rank: #29 

Yann Sauve  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: February 18, 1990 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 210 LBS 
07-08 League: QMJHL 
07-08 Team: Saint John 
Stats: 69 GP 6 G 15 A 21 PTS 
Strengths: The big mobile defender has a great overall package of physical 
abilities. He skates very well, is very mobile and has good overall balance. He 
generates effective speed with his stride, although he is not considered to be 
very fast. Sauve can rush the puck up the ice effectively and has soft hands 
enough to get around forchecking forwards. His first pass is good and he 
transitions very quickly from offense to defense. Sauve plays in all situations and 
is very effective on the PP. He has a decent point shot and is good on one-on-
one defensive situations. 
Weakness: His decision making is very inconsistent and at times he makes bad 
reads and can get caught out of position leading to a scoring chance against his 
team.  He also has times with the puck when he can give it away at inopportune 
times. Despite his great size he does not always engage physically enough 
although he has had his games where he dominates in this department. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Defenseman. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Medium Risk, Medium Reward. The risk is that his 
mental game never develops and he is left with great physical skills with no way 
to utilize them. 
Extra Notes: Yann was the first overall selection of the Saint John Sea Dogs 
back in 2006. Sauve was involved in a skirmish with top prospect Steven 
Stamkos at the 2008 Top Prospects game.  
  

 
 
 



 
 
 
FC Rank: #30 

Jack Gardiner  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: July 4, 1990 
Height: 6’-1” 
Weight: 175 LBS 
07-08 League: USHL 
07-08 Team: Minnetonka 
Stats: 25 GP 16 G 27 A 43 PTS 
Strengths: Gardiner is one of the best skaters with the fastest feet in the entire 
2008 draft. He has been able to control the play with his speed and agility. He 
has a good shot that he can get off in a hurry. He has soft hands and can go end-
to-end at any moment with his vision and fluid stride. He makes a great first pass 
but most times carries the puck out of the zone himself. He makes smart plays 
and used his teammates well. Gardiner is a creative playmaker who can also 
finish. 
Weakness: He can be overly passive in his defensive coverage and really 
doesn’t participate in physical play that much even when it is called for. Gardiner 
must learn when it is best to pinch and when it is best to play it safe defensively 
as he is always looking to attack. Needs to refine his defensive positioning and 
learn to keep the attacker to the outside more effectively.  
NHL Potential: Offensive Defenseman. 
Boom or Bust Potential: Medium Risk, Medium Reward. He has some great 
wheels and offensive abilities but you wonder how he will be against stiffer 
competition. 
Extra Notes: Gardiner has committed to play at the University of Wisconsin. He 
was a finalist for the Mr. Hockey award annually given to the top high school 
player in Minnesota. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
FC Rank: #31 

Tyler Cuma  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: January 19, 1990 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 180 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Ottawa 
Stats: 59 GP 4 G 28 A 32 PTS 
Strengths: Cuma skates well with good overall mobility and balance on his feet. 
He plays a safe defensive first game and displays good reads on when to join the 
rush. He has good hockey sense and incorporates physical play with occasional 
open ice hits and consistent hard work along the wall. He gets his stick in 
passing lanes and keeps attackers to the outside effectively. He plays the game 
against the other teams top players and reads the developing plays well. Cuma 
has a great attitude willing to do whatever the team asks of him. He makes a 
good first pass and can carry the puck up ice effectively. Cuma is very physically 
fit and works out religiously. 
Weakness: Even though he is strong at the major level, he needs to add 
strength before making the jump to the pro ranks. His offensive upside is limited 
but if a team is looking strictly for an offense defender a better talent would be 
available than Cuma. His shot needs work. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Defenseman. 
Extra Notes: Cuma was the only player on the Ottawa 67’s to finish the year with 
a positive number in the plus minus category. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
FC Rank: #32 

Mikhail Stefanovich  
Position: Center 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: November 27, 1989 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 205 LBS 
07-08 League: QMJHL 
07-08 Team: Quebec 
Stats: 62 GP 32 G 34 A 66 PTS 
Strengths: His physical imposing size, impressive skill package and an 
outstanding shot are the most attractive aspects of Stefanovich’s game. He 
skates well straight ahead and is incredibly hard to stop once he gets going. He 
has soft hands and can weave through traffic and will go to the net if the 
opportunity presents it’s self. 
Weakness: Attitude is going to be an issue for whoever drafts him. He goes 
through bouts of inconsistency and times when he has no drive to compete. 
When he is on he is dominant but like some other highly skilled European players 
he plays when he want too. His defensive game is lacking consistent effort and at 
times non-existent. He needs to use his teammates better as he tries to do too 
much himself. He needs to work on his skating with regards to foot speed and 
overall mechanics. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 
Extra Notes: Stefanovich was awarded the Mike Bossy award as the Quebec 
League’s top draft eligible prospect were he lead first year players in goals. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
FC Rank: #33 

Corey Trivino 
Position: Center 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: January 12, 1990 
Height: 6’-1” 
Weight: 170 LBS 
07-08 League: OPJHL 
07-08 Team: Stouffville 
Stats: 39 GP 19 G 50 A 69 PTS 
Strengths: The playmaking forward has good overall mobility and handles the 
puck very well in and out of traffic. He has outstanding on-ice vision and can 
perfect tape-to-tape passes through traffic. He has a great attitude and is willing 
to play physical along the boards as well as driving to the net. He is good at 
faceoffs and also reads the defensive side of the game well. While his natural 
instinct is to find a teammate with the puck he can also finish with those soft 
hands around d the net. 
Weakness: Strength and time are both needed for Trivino to develop properly 
and reach his full potential. He will get faster as his legs gain strength and will be 
able to compete better along the wall and for loose pucks with overall improved 
strength. 
NHL Potential: Playmaking Forward. 
Extra Notes: Corey helped his draft stock with a great performance at the U18 
World Championships in Russia this past April where he was second in team 
scoring for the Gold Medal winning Canadian squad. Trivino has committed to 
attend Boston University in the fall. 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
FC Rank: #34 

Tyler Ennis  
Position: Center 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: October 6, 1989 
Height: 5’-8” 
Weight: 150 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Medicine Hat 
Stats: 39 GP 19 G 50 A 69 PTS 
Strengths: The water bug type skater who always keeps his feet moving is very 
quick and elusive. He is extremely crafty with the puck and can make jaw 
dropping moves at top speeds leaving defenders looking foolish. He is very 
creative with the puck and thinks the game well. Ennis is always thinking attack 
offensively and given a little space he will make you pay. He cycles well for his 
size in the corners and with his quickness is able to retain control of the puck 
along the wall. He uses his speed to effectively come back to nullify opponents 
scoring opportunities. He is very smart and has good all-round hockey sense. 
Has the willingness to play in the dirty areas of the ice. If he was six-feet tall he 
would be top-10 on draft day. 
Weakness: He needs to add strength desperately and with his small size, maybe 
the smallest in the entire draft, he will need to continue to be elusive to remain 
healthy. Physically he gets pushed around and is often kept to the outside on 
many shifts. Durability is a major concern of most observers. 
NHL Potential: Playmaking Forward. 
Extra Notes: Ennis was not drafted in the WHL Bantam draft but instead was 
listed after the fact. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
FC Rank: #35 

Aaron Ness  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: May 18, 1990 
Height: 5’-10” 
Weight: 160 LBS 
07-08 League: USHS 
07-08 Team: Roseau 
Stats: 31 GP 28 G 44 A 72 PTS 
Strengths: The pint sized defender is pure offense from the backend. He skates 
like the wind and can rev it up on a dime. He has a quickness about him that 
keeps defenders on their heels. He has loads of flash with end-to-end rushes in 
almost very game. Despite being very small, Ness has no fear of playing physical 
and has often initiated contact. Blessed with outstanding vision he reads the ice 
well and not only controls the game but rushes the puck almost at will against his 
competition. He sets up teammates well and often takes so much attention that 
his line mates are left with “gimme” goals. Ness is also well conditioned and can 
play loads of minutes. His instincts and creativity are phenomenal. 
Weakness: Size is the main areas of concern from those looking at him. If he 
were larger he would be a top pick. He is still extremely raw defensively and 
needs to learn better defensive positioning and to play in a structured system. He 
has not had to make many decisions on when to pinch and when to play it safe 
with the lesser level of competition he faces most games. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Defenseman. 
Extra Notes: Was awarded the Mr. Hockey title as the best high school prospect 
in the state of Minnesota. 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 
FC Rank: #36 

Slava Voinov  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: January 15, 1990 
Height: 6’-1” 
Weight: 190 LBS 
07-08 League: Russia 
07-08 Team: Traktor Chelyabinsk 
Stats: 36 GP 1 G 3 A 4 PTS 
Strengths: A solid build, aggressive demeanor and a good skill set make Voinov 
a good two-way defender with a nice physical side. He skates well and has good 
overall mobility. His shot is hard and he gets it on net affectively. He displays 
solid defensive positioning, nice gap control and a want to engage physically. He 
has good vision and can either make a good breakout pass or carry the puck up 
the ice himself. He is poised with the puck while also being solid in his own zone. 
He loves to win and hates too lose  
Weakness: Consistency in his efforts and decision marking on when to pinch is 
areas that have let him down in the past. He can get drawn out of position when 
looking for that big hit. Voinov needs to improve on his skating which has a slow 
first step. He also needs to add strength to be most effective at this physical style 
at the next level. He has been seen as dirty but some see this as a weakness 
while other a strength. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Defenseman. 
Extra Notes: Although still very young, Voinov is a veteran of international 
competition competing at every high level tournament for Russia since he was 
sixteen. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
FC Rank: #37 

Michael Stone  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: June 7, 1990 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 200 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Calgary 
Stats: 71 GP 10 G 25 A 35 PTS 
Strengths: He is a steady two-way presence on the ice who plays with good 
smarts and poise. He handles the puck well, rushing it up the ice and into the 
offensive zone as well as being able to play it out of harms way in his own zone. 
He uses his long reach well to break up plays defensively and makes a very 
good first pass. Stone uses his size and strength along the wall and in front of his 
net. His shot has a lot of velocity behind it and he also sets-up plays from the 
point effectively. He doesn’t make many mistakes on the ice and plays safely and 
to his strengths. Not overly physical but finishes his checks and plays hard most 
nights. 
Weakness: Skating and overall footwork need improvement. At times Stone can 
over-commit to or anticipate incorrectly on defensive coverage which sometimes 
causes a turnover or scoring opportunity but overall he is pretty reliable in his 
own zone. His offensive upside is not that high although he has shown glimpses 
of what he could be with further development in that area. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Defenseman. 
Extra Notes: Mike could be the Alex Plante of this draft who’s selected higher 
than most anticipate by a team looking at his impressive upside.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
FC Rank: #38 

Harri Sateri 
Position: Goaltender 
Catches: Left 
DOB: December 29, 1989 
Height: 6’-1” 
Weight: 195 LBS 
07-08 League: Finland 
07-08 Team: Tappara 
Stats: 34 GP 2.99 GAA 1 SO .907 SP 
Strengths: This Butterfly has been highly regarded since he was 16 and with his 
solid technical game, decent size and ability to keep focused makes him an 
attractive package. He possesses solid positioning and aggressively challenges 
shooters by coming out and using his angles. His balance is good, lateral mobility 
is lightning fast and he moves up and down just as well. His reflexes are above 
average and he uses them to make second and third chance saves. Sateri is a 
hard working prospect with some good upside who handles the puck well. 
Weakness: While his overall technique is solid he has some smaller areas that 
need to be worked on. Sateri has decent overall footwork but could still use some 
fine tuning in that area.  He needs to work on better smothering the puck and not 
giving up so many rebounds. Sateri normally reads the developing play well but 
can sometimes go down too early exposing the top portion of net and when 
moving side to side he has been caught cheating off the post by some quick 
shots. 
NHL Potential: No.1 Goaltender. 
Extra Notes: Was very impressive playing against Canada at the IIHF World 
Junior Championships showing he can handle the pressure of the bog game. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
FC Rank: #39 

Luke Adam  
Position: Center 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: June 18, 1990 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 200 LBS 
07-08 League: QMJHL 
07-08 Team: St. John’s 
Stats: 70 GP 36 G 30 A 66 PTS 
Strengths: Adam is a versatile power forward type as he can play both center 
and wing. He is blessed with a big body and uses his strength effectively. He has 
good offensive skills including soft hands, a nice shot which he gets off quickly 
and good hockey sense. He uses his strength well to protect the puck, work the 
corners and drive to the net. He is smart, has a strong hockey sense, anticipates 
offensive chances well and is also defensive responsible. Despite his size and 
strength advantage he does not often participate in the rough stuff but will dish 
out a big hit now and then. The big prospect has good leadership qualities and 
knows how to best utilize his line-mates. From the blue line in he is a bull in a 
china shop, hard to knock off the puck and able to get his shot off quickly and 
without much room. 
Weakness: Skating and overall foot speed is lacking and will need improvement 
if he is to play effectively in the NHL. He will need to add more strength if he is to 
play his game against men at the next level.  
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 
Extra Notes: The local kid plays for his hometown St, John’s Sea Dogs. Luke’s 
father was drafted by Toronto and had a cup of coffee in the NHL with the Buds 
back in the early 80s. 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
FC Rank: #40 

Cody Goloubef  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: November 30, 1989 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 195 LBS 
07-08 League: WCHA 
07-08 Team: Wisconsin 
Stats: 36 GP 2 G 6 A 8 PTS 
Strengths: The solid two-way threat has impressed many this season with his 
safe and poised game. He possesses a wide powerful stride, has good first step 
acceleration and has great balance with excellent pivots. Goloubef is a defense 
first but is also capable of playing on the offensive side of the puck. He has a 
great point shot that is both hard and accurate. He sees the ice well, can make a 
great first pass as well as the ability to rush the puck up ice when the opportunity 
presents itself. He is a mistake free defender with solid positioning and great 
instincts. His offensive potential is just starting to come to the surface. 
Weakness: Finding a weakness in Goloubef’s game is rather difficult. He needs 
to add strength and although he plays an effective game his physical play is 
almost non-existent. His offensive upside is not as high as some of the other 
prospects available in the draft. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Defenseman. 
Extra Notes: The youngest player this past season to play in WCHA hockey is 
related to six time Stanley Cup winning Dick Duff. 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
FC Rank: #41 

James Livingston  
Position: Right Wing 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: March 8, 198 
Height: 6’-1” 
Weight: 200 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Sault Ste. Marie 
Stats: 68 GP 21 G 23 A 44 PTS 
Strengths: The strong power forward is all about driving the net and playing 
physical wherever he can. Livingston skates well for his size although he could 
use improvement in his foot speed. He has soft hands and the innate ability to go 
to the net, take a pounding, find the puck and get a scoring chance in close. He 
is a fearless physical presence who always finished his checks. The aggressive 
winger drives hard to the net and battles in the corners. Skill wise he is not as 
refined as some more flashy prospects but he contributes by doing the dirty jobs. 
He has a good shot that is hard and accurate and he has good puck protection 
skills. He possesses good hockey sense and instincts on where to go on the ice 
without the puck. Livingston is a motivated and intense competitor who has the 
drive to win. 
Weakness: He would be well served to work on net front deflections as he will 
most likely be a support winger at the pro level. Needs to take his time and not 
rush plays in the offensive end as he has a bit of panic in his game. Needs to 
work on his foot speed and could use work on the defensive side of the puck. 
NHL Potential: Power Forward. 
Extra Notes: While James was the 5th overall pick in the 2005 OHL Priority 
draft, he was not given a leading role until this season where he has played in all 
situations. 

 
 



 
 
 
 

FC Rank: #42 

David Toews 
Position: Left Wing 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: June 7, 1990 
Height: 5’-11” 
Weight: 175 LBS 
07-08 League: USHS 
07-08 Team: Shattuck St. Mary’s 
Stats: 51 GP 44 G 56 A 100 PTS 
Strengths: David plays a similar game to his brother Jonathan in that both play a 
solid two-way game. That is were the similarities end though with Jonathan being 
a skilled forward with true game-breaking abilities and Toews being more of a 
character player. He is not without skill as he has soft hands and can play an 
effective offensive game around the net and from the hash marks in. He has 
good vision and can make passes in tight. Toews has that great instinct of where 
to get to on the ice and where the puck is going to be. He plays solid defensively 
and has good defensive anticipation. He is willing to block shots, good at 
blocking out passing lanes and is good in the faceoff circle. There is much 
projection from the small glimpses resembling Jonathan, his brother, in David’s 
game that has some scouts contemplating his upside. 
Weakness: Skating deficiencies and a real lack of speed are the most pressing 
weaknesses that threaten to keep him from joining his big brother in the NHL. 
Consistency is also a factor. Some games he works his butt off all over the ice 
and the next he takes shifts off. Toews’ lack of size and strength are also 
downfalls that will hopefully remedy in time. He gets pushed off the puck far too 
easily. While he did put up an extraordinary amount of points this season he did 
so against a lower grade of competition than most of his draft eligible peers. 
NHL Potential: Character Forward. 
Extra Notes: As is well documented, David is following in the footsteps of his 
brother, Winnipeg native and Chicago rookie center Jonathan Toews. David is 
committed to attend the University of North Dakota. 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #43 

Mark Barberio  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: March 23, 1990 
Height: 6’-1” 
Weight: 200 LBS 
07-08 League: QMJHL 
07-08 Team: Moncton 
Stats: 70 GP 11 G 35 A 46 PTS 
Strengths: The minute munching two-way defender had a productive season in 
the Q. He was able to improve upon his offensive production while also ironing 
out some wrinkles in his own zone. Barberio is adept at leading the rush or 
making a good transitional pass. He has a good point shot and used his 
outstanding vision to create offense. He skates well enough with a long powerful 
stride showing solid overall mobility and good balance. He plays his position well 
and finishes his checks. Mark plays in all situations and makes smart decisions 
with and without the puck. The potential is there for Barberio to become a very 
good all-purpose defender but much more development time is needed. 
Weakness: Barberio has a bad tendency to try to force plays offensively when 
the situation is not there causing turnovers and sometimes odd man rushes. 
Physically he needs to add strength and initiate contact more. He can get caught 
out of position and running around when play is in his zone. Needs to improve his 
pivots and overall foot speed could use a little work as he is slow off the mark. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Defenseman. 
Extra Notes: Mark was named to the Quebec Leagues Rookie All-Star team in 
the 06-07 season. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #44 

Jamie Arniel 
Position: Center 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: November 16, 1989 
Height: 5’-11” 
Weight: 185 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Sarnia 
Stats: 60 GP 27 G 20 A 47 PTS 
Strengths: The two-way threat has the ability to contribute on both sides of the 
puck effectively. He is good in the face-off circle and plays physical along the 
boards. Arniel has shown a willingness to block shots and take a hit to make a 
good defensive play. He has good goal scoring skills and a quickly release wrist 
shot that is generally labeled for an open corner. He skates with a wide heavy 
stride that seems to work for him as he gets to where he needs to and is not slow 
in doing so. His balance is good, protects the puck well and can carry the puck 
up the ice through traffic. He drives the net, show lots of grit and is good at 
putting the puck in the net from in close. Arniel is very reliable in his own zone 
and transitions the play quickly with good support and timely passes. He is a 
staple on the PK and possesses great defensive anticipation. 
Weakness: His attitude was called into question when he was sent home by 
Guelph earlier in the year but he has seemed to be able to put that incident 
behind him and contribute effectively in Sarnia. He will need to add strength and 
give a more consistent effort at the next level. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Forward. 
Extra Notes: Jamie’s uncle is former NHL player Scott Arniel and who is also 
currently coaching the AHL’s Manitoba Moose hockey club. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #45 

Evgeni Grachev 
Position: Center 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: February 21, 1990 
Height: 6’-4” 
Weight: 210 LBS 
07-08 League: Russia 
07-08 Team: Yaroslavl Lokomotiv 
Stats:  N/A 
Strengths: This solidly built power forward in the making is not your conventional 
Russian prospect as he is solid in not only the offensive zone but also his own. 
He will still get his paycheck from what he contributes in the oppositions end with 
his size, strength and offensive abilities. Grachev has soft hands, handles the 
puck well in traffic and utilizes his long reach. He has a decent shot that is very 
accurate and can also play the role of playmaker as well. He has decent speed 
once he gets going and is hard to handle for defenders. Also bucking the normal 
trend of the Russian prospect is his willingness to play physical when the 
opportunity presents itself. 
Weakness: Skating is a weakness as he has a sloppy stride and does not use 
his angles effectively making wide arching turns. Grachev needs to improve his 
foot speed to improve upon his dreadfully slow first few steps. He will need to 
address this issue before contributing in the NHL. Grachev will need more than a 
couple years to fully develop his game. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Power Forward. 
Extra Notes: Grachev had his coming out party last November at the 2007 
World Junior A Challenge in Trail/Nelson, B.C. where he really started to show 
his power forward abilities. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #46 

Eric O’Dell  
Position: Center 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: June 21, 1990 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 170 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Sudbury 
Stats: 28 GP 14 G 18 A 32 PTS 
Strengths: O’Dell sprung onto the OHL seen and immediately produced while 
playing key second line minutes and being a staple on the PK for the remainder 
of the year. He has good hockey sense and instincts while playing a solid two-
way game. He plays with loads of energy and has a real desire to compete every 
shift. Plays in the dirty areas, will drive the net and is always willing to battle. He 
has a good shot that he gets off quickly but with his soft hands and nice vision he 
is more of a natural playmaker than a goal scorer. He plays hard in the defensive 
end and takes pride in shutting down the opposition. 
Weakness: Skating is his main areas of concern. His overall skating and straight 
line speed are below average. His overall strength needs improvement as well 
since he often gets pushed around and off the puck. Added lower body strength 
should help his skating as well. With his dearth in skating ability he will really 
handicap his effectiveness at the next level unless it can be improved. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Forward. 
Extra Notes: O’Dell was a mid season surprise for most observers as he left his 
Junior A team in Cumberland to join the Sudbury Wolves where he has put up 
very impressive numbers after his OHL rights had been traded by the Oshawa 
Generals. 

 
 

 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #47 

Geordie Wudrick  
Position: Left Wing 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: April 9, 1990 
Height: 6’-3” 
Weight: 205 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Swift Current 
Stats: 66 GP 20 G 24 A 44 PTS 
Strengths: The big bodied power forward in the making has a good set of 
wheels on him and can make some surprisingly agile moves with the puck on his 
stick. Wudrick has a good shot and is hard for the defense to handle down low in 
the offensive end. He likes the physical aspect of the game displaying grit and 
determination with his boards play and play in traffic. He can handle himself in 
the scrums and often shows the ability to make good hard hits. A great 
combination of size, skill and speed Wudrick is still very raw and will only get 
better with development time. 
Weakness: He needs to add more strength if he is to continue to play the 
dominating physical game that he has at the major junior level. He also needs to 
add a defensive aspect to his game as currently he does not consistently play 
both zones. Wurdrick’s offensive upside may be limited at the NHL level although 
he is still projected to produce. 
NHL Potential: Power Forward. 
Extra Notes: Geordie has enjoyed the comfort of having his family move with 
him during his young hockey career, something with is very uncommon in major 
junior hockey where a player typically leaves home at fifteen and billets with local 
families. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #48 

Nicolas Deschamps  
Position: Center 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: January 6, 1990 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 170 LBS 
07-08 League: QMJHL 
07-08 Team: Chicoutimi 
Stats: 70 GP 24 G 43 A 67 PTS 
Strengths: Deschamps is a very good skating winger who plays a solid two-way 
game. He is blessed with nice speed and accelerates to top speed with his first 
two or three steps. He has soft hands and can handle the puck through traffic 
and heavy pressure. He shoots well with a quick release on his wrist shot. He 
uses his long reach and smarts to play an energetic defensive game in his own 
zone.  
Weakness: His strength is one area that gets exposed even at this level. Added 
upper body strength would improve his shot velocity and lower body strength his 
already fast skating stride. Deschamps has no real physical element too his 
game. He makes some bad decisions with the puck that leave you scratching 
your head and wondering about hockey sense but other times looks very smart. 
Consistency will be one area he must improve before playing in the Pro’s. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Forward. 
Extra Notes: Nicolas was the leading rookie scorer in the Quebec league and 
named to the QMJHL All-Rookie Team as well as the QMJHL Best Defensive 
Player. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #49 

Kelsey Tessier  
Position: Center 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: January 16, 1990 
Height: 5’-9” 
Weight: 165 LBS 
07-08 League: QMJHL 
07-08 Team: Quebec 
Stats: 68 GP 36 G 45 A 81 PTS 
Strengths: Tessier is a highly skilled hard-working forward who is most effective 
when he continues to move his feet. He has good soft hands and can rush the 
puck up ice. He used his vision and playmaking abilities to set-up teammates. He 
possesses average skating but has good straight line speed and quick, agile side 
to side mobility. Tessier goes in hard on the forecheck and is always involved in 
the play whenever on the ice. He will take a shot on goal and then look for 
second and third chances. He drives the net and will go to the high traffic areas 
on the ice. He uses his teammates well and will play physical although not 
effectively due to his diminutive size. 
Weakness: At times this season Tessier has looked disinterested or down right 
bored in games. He will need to consistently give a solid effort to make the next 
level. He will drive the net but often gets out muscled and knocked to the ice out 
of the play. His size will be a deterrent to teams picking in the top rounds and he 
could slip because of this. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 
Extra Notes: Tessier, an alumnus of the renowned Shattuck St. Mary’s prep 
school, led the Remparts in scoring while outscored 2007 first round pick Angelo 
Esposito. 

 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #50 

Phil McRae  
Position: Center 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: March 15, 1990 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 190 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: London 
Stats: 66 GP 18 G 28 A 46 PTS 
Strengths: The slick forward with good size and soft hands has not had it easy 
in his first couple OHL seasons. McRae has not been able to live up to the lofty 
expectations placed on him over two years ago. He skates well and has good 
hockey sense to go with good on-ice vision. He has a decent shot but is at his 
best and most natural when playing the playmaker role. Defensively he knows 
his responsibilities and blocks out passing lanes with his long reach. He has the 
ability and has shown flashes of playing a power forward game. 
Weakness: McRae skates well but his first step acceleration needs 
improvement. He needs to move off the perimeter and into the dirty areas more 
often. He needs to round out his game defensively and be more consistent in all 
areas. He is often invisible for long stretches at a time. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 
Extra Notes: His father is ex-NHL player Basil McRae but don’t expect father 
and son to play the same style. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #51 

Dustin Tokarski  
Position: Goaltender 
Catches: Left 
DOB: September 16, 1989 
Height: 5’-11” 
Weight: 185 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Spokane 
Stats: 45 GP 2.05 GAA 6 SO .922 SP 
Strengths: Tokarski has the ability to just always be in the right position and 
uses his body to stop pucks. He has great mobility in the crease both laterally 
and vertical plus he plays his angles very well. He possesses a really quick glove 
hand and shows great focus through his play. He sees the puck well through 
traffic and controls his rebounds effectively. Tokarski is a naturally gifted 
goaltender as the position is deeply rooted in his family genes with his father and 
uncles playing the position before him. 
Weakness: Tokarski is a little below average in size and NHL teams like to draft 
bigger goalies as they cover more net. He also has a tendency to be caught out 
of position from time to time and especially when he overcompensates on an 
initial save. He also tends to stay a little deeper in his net when coming out to 
challenge and which leaves openings. 
NHL Potential: NHL Goaltender. 
Extra Notes: Led his Spokane Chiefs to the Memorial Cup title over the heavily 
favored Kitchener Rangers in May. 

 

 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #52 

A.J. Jenks  
Position: Center/Left Wing 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: June 27, 1990 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 205 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Plymouth 
Stats: 68 GP 26 G 29 A 55 PTS 
Strengths: The hard working, big-bodied Jenks has shown signs of becoming a 
constant threat in both zones this season. He has a physical bite to his game 
with the ability to delivering a big hit and battling it out in the corners. He drives to 
the net with and without the puck and plays smart as well as physical along the 
wall. He has a very hard shot and is not afraid to shoot. He plays a very effective 
role on the PK and uses his good straight line speed and long reach effectively in 
that area. Jenks is a battler who works hard both on and off the ice. He is good in 
the face-off circle but his game is better suited as a north-to-south winger. 
Weakness: His biggest downfall is that he is not as offensively gifted as many 
others in this draft. Jenks has good but not great hands around the net and often 
misses opportunities. He needs to work on his foot work his lateral mobility is 
rather slow. 
NHL Potential: Power Forward. 
Extra Notes: Being a native of Wolverine, MI. and growing up a Detroit Red 
Wings fan, Jenks lists Henrik Zetterberg as his favorite NHL player. It wasn’t until 
he was ten years old that he starked playing the sport of hockey which is 
relatively old for most high level prospects. 
 
 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #53 

Marc-Andre Bourdon  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: September 17, 1989 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 205 LBS 
07-08 League: QMJHL 
07-08 Team: Rouyn-Noranda 
Stats: 69 GP 12 G 47 A 59 PTS 
Strengths: One of the oldest first-year eligible players available this season, 
Bourdon has shown all season long that he is a strong two-way presence on the 
blue line. Bourdon was able to demonstrate his strong work ethic and solid 
leadership qualities. He has good offensive instincts and is usually in the right 
place at the right times. He has solid positioning and a good stick as well as 
being willing to block shots. He controls his gap effectively most of the time. 
Offensively he uses his good on-ice vision and good passing ability to stretch the 
ice and open seams for his forwards. He can carry the puck up ice and also has 
a good physical element to his game. 
Weakness: He is not the best skater as he looks choppy and not fluid in his 
stride. Bourdon can be beaten to the outside by forwards with half decent speed 
at the major junior level. His upside is not as high as some of the other defenders 
available. He most likely will not light it up at the next level offensively but should 
be viewed as a potential top six defender with good transitional abilities who will 
not hurt you in your own zone. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Defenseman. 
Extra Notes: Bourdon was named the Quebec Leagues defenseman of the year 
as well as to the QMJHL First All-Star Team for the 07-08 season. 
 

 
  

 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #54 

Anton Gustafsson  
Position: Center 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: February 25, 1990 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 195 LBS 
07-08 League: Sweden 
07-08 Team: Frolunda Jr. 
Stats: 33 GP 15 G 17 A 32 PTS 
Strengths: The big and powerful Gustafsson owns a good skill set that bodes 
well for him as a pro. He skates well with good overall mobility although his top 
speed is only average. Gustafsson has soft hands and good offensive instincts 
which help him know where to be on the ice.  He is a true two-way center who 
knows his defensive responsibilities and takes care of this own end just as 
intently as trying to produce offensively. He sees the ice well and has decent 
playmaking skills. Playing with players who are older than him he is still able to 
overpower some with his strength and his frame has plenty of room to fill out still. 
He is willing to play physical and has good effectiveness along the wall. He has a 
hard shot and can score from in close. 
Weakness: Skating is one area that will hold Gustafsson back as he just doesn’t 
have the speed to play a dominating offensive game. He has limited offensive 
upside and some suggest he is limited in hockey sense and decision-making 
although that is somewhat debatable. 
NHL Potential: Power Forward. 
Extra Notes: His father is Ex-NHL player and Washington Capital Bengt-Ake 
Gustafsson who is currently the Swedish National Team’s head coach. 

 
 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #55 

Joel Champagne  
Position: Center 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: January 24, 1990 
Height: 6’-4” 
Weight: 210 LBS 
07-08 League: QMJHL 
07-08 Team: Chicoutimi 
Stats: 70 GP 18 G 22 A 40 PTS 
Strengths: The big center is an excellent mix of strength and skill. To go along 
with the above ability is his hard working nature and ability to log loads of 
minutes. Champagne is a trusted prospect who plays crucial minutes in all 
situations and dominates the PK with his long reach and active stick. He has 
good puck handling ability and will go through traffic and drive to the net or get off 
one of his nice wrist shots mid-stride. He is at his best in the corners and working 
for loose pucks around the oppositions goal crease. He skates well with decent 
straight line speed and plays the game with his mind as well as his body. 
Champagne displays solid face-off abilities and good puck protection abilities.  
Weakness: Limited offensive upside is something that might push his draft stock 
down a bit. Champagne is not forecasted as a big time scoring offensive power 
forward at the pro level but rather as a hard-working two-way support player who 
possesses some offensive abilities. He will need to gain more strength as he 
matures physically to continue his style in the pros. One more area that should 
be improved upon is his skating as he is just average with below average 
acceleration at this point. 
NHL Potential: Power Forward. 
Extra Notes: Played in the annual Top Prospects Game where he showed 
scouts and fans in attendance his good skill-set. 
 



 
 
 
FC Rank: #56 

Erik Karlsson  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: May 31, 1990 
Height: 5’-11” 
Weight: 165 LBS 
07-08 League: Sweden 
07-08 Team: Frolunda Jr. 
Stats: 38 GP 13 G 24 A 37 PTS 
Strengths: The diminutive and offensive oriented defender is great at starting 
the transition or rush from his own zone. Karlsson often carries the puck right into 
the offensive zone before being forced to make a play. He sees the ice very well 
and has great offensive instincts. He can deliver a pass through traffic and also 
take the puck to the net if the opportunity presents itself. He skates well enough 
but lacks top end speed although he does have good side-to-side mobility. He 
has natural instincts and offensive ability that can not be taught. Physically, 
Karlsson is feisty and will battle in the corners and often scrum it up. Through his 
offensive abilities and vision he makes those around him better. 
Weakness: Size is obviously his main drawback as he needs to add 20 pounds 
before he can contemplate playing at the next level in North America. His skating 
needs some refining as he is not as elusive as he should be at his size. 
Defensively, when he is caught out of position, he is unable to compensate with 
speed or reach like some other offensive catalyst types. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Defenseman. 
Extra Notes: Karlsson had his coming out party at April’s U-18 World 
Championships in Russia with a dominating performance for Sweden and also 
picking up the tournaments top defenseman award. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #57 

Peter Delmas  
Position: Goaltender 
Catches: Left 
DOB: September 16, 1989 
Height: 5’-11” 
Weight: 185 LBS 
07-08 League: QMJHL 
07-08 Team: Lewiston 
Stats: 45 GP 2.05 GAA 6 SO .922 SP 
Strengths: The average sized goaltender has the uncanny ability to keep 
everything in front of him by using solid positioning on not only the first shot but 
second and third chance shots as well. Delmas has solid fundamentals and 
knowledge of angles that allows him to cut down on open net through 
aggressively challenging shooters. His small butterfly style makes sure that there 
are no holes with which a puck can get through. He has great lateral mobility that 
is both quick and allows him to keep his butterfly tight. Delmas is a quiet and 
calm guy on and off the ice and he doesn’t get rattled by much. He has loads of 
potential on which to build upon as he is solid on his skates and has a good core 
of technical abilities with which to add to. 
Weakness: He has no major weakness to discuss only small improvements to 
make such as finding pucks through traffic and ability to smother the puck 
instead of giving out rebounds. His game while effective is not as flashy as some 
of the other goalies available. 
NHL Potential: NHL Goaltender. 
Extra Notes: Delmas was stuck behind NHL first rounder Jonathan Bernier when 
the later returned from a short stint with the NHL’s LA Kings but was able to still 
show good abilities in his limited playing time. Look for Delmas to breakout next 
season with more ice time. 

 
 



 
 
FC Rank: #58 

Roman Josi  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: June 1, 1990 
Height: 6’-1” 
Weight: 185 LBS 
07-08 League: Switzerland 
07-08 Team: Bern 
Stats: 35 GP 2 G 6 A 8 PTS 
Strengths: The mobile two-way defender has been impressive this past season 
with Bern in the Swiss league. Josi has displayed solid overall mobility with 
average speed and solid balance. Josi has good on-ice vision and playmaking 
skills that compliment his ultra-safe mistake-free defensive game. He has a very 
impressive transition game and can also make a very solid first pass. He has a 
good work ethic and makes good quick decisions at both ends of the ice. Josi 
plays like Nicklas Lidstrom in that he does not expel a whole lot of extra effort 
while still playing effective in both zones. Josi has good overall instincts and as 
well as outstanding hockey sense. He plays a strong defensive position and uses 
his stick well in his own zone. 
Weakness: Josi needs to add physical strength and also would be well served to 
improve his skating speed. He is somewhat limited in his upside as he does a 
whole lot well but nothing overly great. He does not have much of a physical 
element to his game and at times turns from physical confrontations; this may be 
due to his young age and playing against men in Switzerland. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Defenseman. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #59 

Chris Doyle  
Position: Center 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: March 22, 1990 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 193 LBS 
07-08 League: QMJHL 
07-08 Team: PEI 
Stats: 63 GP 27 G 36 A 63 PTS 
Strengths: Doyle possesses good size, good skating abilities and a great shot. 
His shot has great velocity that is also fairly accurate with a quick release. He is 
not overly flashy but he can handle the puck and darts in and out of traffic with 
his good speed.  He can play physical and dish out hits although he does not do 
so consistently. He can also see the ice well and has good passing skills. Doyle 
is a natural finisher who will shot from any angle early and often. His overall 
game is still very raw. 
Weakness: Defensively, his abilities are underdeveloped and not always 
effective and he will want to improve this area to help make his game more 
desirable. He will also need to improve his foot speed which will improve his 
overall mobility even though his stride is fluid already. Doyle went through 
stretches where his play was hot and cold this season. Consistency is an issue 
right now that hopefully will be improved upon as his game matures. With his skill 
set Doyle may be better suited as a winger at the next level. His hockey sense 
has been called into question at times this season. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 
Extra Notes: ”Doyler”, as his teammates call him, was the second leading scorer 
for the PEI Rockets this season. 

 
  

 
 



 
 
 

FC Rank: #60 

Jake Allen  
Position: Goaltender 
Catches: Left 
DOB: August 7, 1990 
Height: 6’-1” 
Weight: 175 LBS 
07-08 League: QMJHL 
07-08 Team: St. John’s 
Stats: 30 GP 3.14 GAA 2 SO .901 SP 
Strengths: Allen was a mid-season revelation to most observes while backing-
up starter Timo Pielmeier most of the year. When he did get the opportunity he 
showed solid positional play coupled with good size and angle play. He is a 
competitive and focused prospect who looks much bigger in net than he does in 
person. Allen possesses the ability to be a game stealer and his play only gets 
better under pressure. He gives his teammates lots of confidence to play in front 
of him. He is adept at playing the puck, acting like a third defender at times as 
well as outstanding rebound control. He sees the play well through traffic and has 
exceptional puck handling skills. He makes solid outlet passes to his defenders 
and often retrieves the puck on dump in efforts which are hard to defend for the 
competition.  
Weakness: Whether his exposure to scouts at the U-18 tournament was enough 
for a team to move him up their lists remains to be seen. Allen needs to work on 
his clumsy foot work at times and will need to add strength to his legs which are 
skinny. This will also make his already quick mobility even faster. 
NHL Potential: NHL Goaltender. 
Extra Notes: Jake had his coming out party at the U-18 World Championships in 
Russia last May. He was unanimously voted the top Goaltender after leading the 
tournament in all goaltending categories on route to helping Canada win Gold. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FC Rank: #61 

Kirill Petrov  
Position: Right Wing 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: April 13, 1990 
Height: 6’-3” 
Weight: 205 LBS 
07-08 League: Russia 
07-08 Team: Kazan 
Stats: 47 GP 4 G 6 A 10 PTS 
Strengths: The big Russian forward has good mobility and decent playmaking 
skills. He sees the ice well and can handle the puck with his soft hands. He can 
also finish but will look to pass first and foremost. He is strong and protects the 
puck well. Petrov had a breakout performance at the U18 World Championships. 
Weakness: Petrov tends to be invisible when overly physical play is involved. He 
also does not play a defensive responsible game often leaving his zone early to 
start the rush. His consistency is an issue as he has had games where he has 
not put forth an effort and then some games he dominates. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 

 
FC Rank: #62 

Josh Brittain  
Position: Left Wing 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: January 3, 1990 
Height: 6’-4” 
Weight: 210 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Kingston 
Stats: 68 GP 28 G 23 A 51 PTS 
Strengths: The big and lanky forward has steadily improved all season long. He 
drives the net and uses his long reach effectively in the corners as well as in front 
of the net. He skates well and is hard to stop. He has a good shot and hockey 
sense along with some creativity. Brittain is a solid north to south power winger. 
Weakness: Brittain skating stride needs improvement as he has some technical 
issues that could prevent him from getting faster. Upside is still unknown as he 
has developed rapidly this year although he does not look to have high end 
offensive potential.  
NHL Potential: Power Forward. 

 
FC Rank: #63 

Jyri Niemi  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Left 



DOB: June 15, 1990 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 195 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Saskatoon 
Stats: 49 GP 14 G 20 A 34 PTS 
Strengths: The big Finnish defender has an absolute rocket of a shot and uses it 
effectively on the PP. Niemi has good puck skills and hockey sense that allow 
him to be a major contributor to the offensive game. He is willing to play a 
physical game along the boards and will also throw an open ice hit now and then. 
Niemi makes a good first pass and plays a strong transition game. 
Weakness: Defensively he needs to work on many aspects. Gap control, 
defensive positioning and on-ice awareness are all underdeveloped areas of 
Niemi’s defensive game. He also does not have the smoothest skating stride 
which might hurt his stock. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 

 
FC Rank: #64 

Patrice Cormier  
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: June 14, 1990 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 200 LBS 
07-08 League: QMJHL 
07-08 Team: Rimouski 
Stats: 51 GP 18 G 23 A 41 PTS 
Strengths: The physical forward has displayed flashes of his immense potential 
throughout his young career. Cormier skates well with good overall mobility and 
has shown good acceleration. He is a smart playmaker with fine vision and 
passing skills that can also finish around the net. He plays well along the boards 
and will drive the net. His shot is only average in velocity but he gets it off quickly. 
Weakness: Durability issues are the main area of concern. Cormier has 
struggled with injuries his entire major junior career. He will also need to improve 
his play in his own zone and following through on defensive responsibilities. 
NHL Potential: Power Forward. 

 
FC Rank: #65 

Derek Stepan  
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: June 18, 1990 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 170 LBS 
07-08 League: USHS 



07-08 Team: Shattuck St. Mary’s 
Stats: 54 GP 36 G 55 A 91 PTS 
Strengths: The future Wisconsin Badger is a very good skater who possesses 
great acceleration and top speed. He is smart with good hand skills and excellent 
hockey sense. He has a good shot with a quick release and can also set-up 
teammates with a well timed pass. He plays a solid overall game in all three 
zones. 
Weakness: Stepan is dreadfully skinny and will need to pack on muscle in his 
time at Wisconsin. He is still very raw and is also hard to judge his upside with 
the poor level of competition he played against this past season. He doesn’t have 
much of a physical game at this point. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 

 
FC Rank: #66 

Dimitri Kugryshev  
Position: Right Wing 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: January 18, 1990 
Height: 5’-11” 
Weight: 180 LBS 
07-08 League: Russia 
07-08 Team: CSKA 2 
Stats: 35 GP 29 G 29 A 58 PTS 
Strengths: The skilled winger with a non-stop motor has shown grit and 
willingness to work hard for his chances. Kugryshev has soft hands and nice on-
ice vision. He can carry the puck into the offensive zone and has nice one-on-
one skills. He has a decent shot with a quick release and impressive cycle game 
on the wall. 
Weakness: Physically he needs to mature and add strength. He needs to add 
leg strength to help his acceleration and top speed as he possesses just average 
skating. Kugryshev needs to make it known if he intends on coming over to North 
America or if he will be content to stay and play in Russia. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 

 
FC Rank: #67 

Maxime Sauve 
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: January 30, 1990 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 170 LBS 
07-08 League: QMJHL 
07-08 Team: Val-d’Or 
Stats: 70 GP 26 G 39 A 65 PTS 



Strengths: The French born forward is a hard working player with great skating 
ability. Sauve has soft hands and one-on-one skills to go along with outstanding 
speed. He has good vision and nice playmaking skills that are complimented by 
his team first attitude. He plays a solid game in all three zones and is a good PK 
performer with quick smart decisions. 
Weakness: Sauve upside may be that of a third line checker and top PK forward 
at the next level. Consistent effort level has been an area that Sauve has 
struggled with while playing on a poor team in Val-d’Or. He will need to add 
strength as he is still really thin. 
NHL Potential: Character Forward. 

 
FC Rank: #68 

James Wright 
Position: Left Wing 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: March 24, 1990 
Height: 6’-3” 
Weight: 175 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Vancouver 
Stats: 60 GP 13 G 23 A 36 PTS 
Strengths: The tall winger has great speed and skating ability which helps him 
play his hard fore-check and strong defensive game. Wright has shown flashes 
of offensive ability. He has good leadership qualities and is an extremely hard 
worker. He is a true battler who will help out a team any way possible. 
Weakness: Wright offensive upside is not that great and he is forecasted as 
more of a defensive specialist who works hard all over the ice and can chip in 
with the odd offensive production at the next level. He needs to add muscle to a 
very thin frame. This could make him a very dominant defensive player with both 
outstanding speed and strength. 
NHL Potential: Character Forward. 

 
FC Rank: #69 

Brandon McMillan 
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: March 22, 1990 
Height: 5’-10” 
Weight: 185 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Kelowna 
Stats: 71 GP 15 G 26 A 41 PTS 
Strengths: McMillan is a team first player who works hard and has a great 
attitude.  He is a good skater with nice speed that plays at both ends of the rink. 
He goes to the high traffic areas on the ice and has decent offensive skills. He 



has good faceoff skills and can also pot the odd goal. He is a heart and soul type 
player that all championship teams covet. 
Weakness: Not a lot of offensive upside is expected from McMillan at the next 
level. Conditioning is an area that needs improvement as when he tired late in 
the season his play fell off as well. He is a bit on the small size as well and will 
need to add strength if he is to continue to win battles on the wall and in corners. 
NHL Potential: Character Forward. 

 
FC Rank: #70 

Danny Kristo 
Position: Right Wing 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: June 18, 1990 
Height: 5’-11” 
Weight: 170 LBS 
07-08 League: USDP 
07-08 Team: U18 
Stats: 47 GP 18 G 13 A 31 PTS 
Strengths: The speedy winger plays a smart game using his sharp playmaking 
ability, soft hands and good finishing skills to produce. He has a lot of potential 
and with his smarts you would look for him to improve each game. Kristo handles 
the puck well, battles in dirty areas and has solid vision. 
Weakness: Size is a area needing improvement going forward as his feisty 
competitive nature often takes him to battles for puck which he tends to lose 
because of his lack of strength. Defensively he needs improvement in his ability 
to read the play and react. Kristo will need a few years time to fully develop his 
game to where he can be best utilized by the team that rafts him 
NHL Potential: Character Forward. 
 
FC Rank: #71 

Justin Jokinen 
Position: Right Wing 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: November 25, 1989 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 165 LBS 
07-08 League: USHS 
07-08 Team: Cloquet 
Stats: 25 GP 21 G 18 A 39 PTS 
Strengths: The speedy and skilled winger has outstanding vision, is a hard 
worker and is a big game player. He has a good shot that he gets off quickly and 
can score from many different ways. Jokinen is creative and handles the puck 
well in traffic. He is an athletic prospect who has good passing abilities but is 
projected as a goal scorer in the professional ranks. 



Weakness: Jokinen needs to add a whole lot of muscle and strength to his wiry 
frame. He has some games where he has been outstanding and a few that he 
has not. Consistency is an area that will need to improve upon as NHL teams like 
their top line players playing every night. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 

 
FC Rank: #72 

Jared Staal 
Position: Right Wing 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: August 21, 1990 
Height: 6’-3” 
Weight: 200 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Sudbury 
Stats: 60 GP 21 G 28 A 49 PTS 
Strengths: The wiry forward has yet to fully grow into his body and it shows. He 
will play at six-foot-four and 220-pounds when all is said and done. He skates 
well but will only get better with added leg strength and ice time. He has a great 
reach and soft hands that he uses to score in tight. He has good hockey sense 
and vision along with nice playmaking abilities. Staal is extremely raw in his 
abilities. 
Weakness: Being a somewhat of a project Staal has many areas of his game in 
which to improve upon. His offensive upside is not projected to come close to 
Eric or Jordan’s but he could still surprise. Physically he will need to develop 
more strength and also work on his skating stride. 
NHL Potential: Power Forward. 

 
FC Rank: #73 

Viktor Tikhonov 
Position: Right Wing 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: May 12, 1988 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 185 LBS 
07-08 League: Russia 
07-08 Team: Cherepovets 
Stats: 43 GP 7 G 5 A 12 PTS 
Strengths: The grandson of the legendary coach of the same name, Tikhonov 
has shown much improvement this season. He has great skating ability and is a 
tremendous stick handler. He has a great shot with good accuracy which he can 
get off mid-stride. He is a smart and creative player with good overall skills.  
Weakness: Tikhonov’s defensive game, while he does try, is not effective as he 
does not play with any sort of physical element. He also is too individualistic in 
his efforts and needs to use his teammates better. 



NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 
 

FC Rank: #74 

Jimmy Hayes 
Position: Right Wing 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: November 21, 1989 
Height: 6’-5” 
Weight: 215 LBS 
07-08 League: USHL 
07-08 Team: Lincoln 
Stats: 21 GP 4 G 11 A 15 PTS 
Strengths: The large Boston College bound winger plays a good net presence 
game and has the skills to convert in close. Hayes uses his long reach well in 
battles and to protect the puck. He has a good shot which he gets off quickly but 
his biggest asset is his size. Hayes remains a very raw product who needs time 
to develop to his full potential. 
Weakness: His skating is in need of fine tuning and his foot speed needs 
improvement. Hockey sense is a concern since his struggles this season on the 
US National DevelopmeUS National Development programnt program squad were a stark contrast to last 
season’s success. Consistency is a major area needing improvement as Hayes’ 
effort level must remain high for him to be effective 
NHL Potential: Power Forward. 

 
FC Rank: #75 

Kevin Poulin 
Position: Golatender 
Catches: Left 
DOB: April 12, 1990 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 210 LBS 
07-08 League: QMJHL 
07-08 Team: Victoriaville 
Stats: 52 GP 3.69 GAA 0 SO .887 SP 
Strengths: The natural athlete has had a tough season this year. The big 
butterfly keeper has the ability to play a spectacular game using his quick pads, 
lateral mobility and flashy glove to steal games. Poulin has great anticipation and 
reads the developing play well. He has great potential and reflexes to be a top 
goalie coming out of this draft. 
Weakness: Poulin needs to play with more focus and show that he can fight 
through mentally. He has loads of potential and raw abilities but not must put 
them all together on a consistent basis. His technical game including positioning 
and angles play show holes which need correction. 
NHL Potential: Potential NHL Goalie. 



 
FC Rank: #76 

Philip Larsen 
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: December 7, 1989 
Height: 5’-11” 
Weight: 185 LBS 
07-08 League: Sweden 
07-08 Team: Frolunda 
Stats: 16 GP 0 G 0 A 0 PTS 
Strengths: The Danish defender has good defensive instincts and work ethic. 
Larsen is not afraid to get his hands dirty with physical play in his own zone and 
plays a safe mature overall game. He can jump up intro the rush and has a 
decent point shot. He makes a good first pass, skates well and makes good 
decisions under pressure. 
Weakness: Larsen’s upside is limited as he is not flashy and does not possess 
high end skills. He is small and needs to add strength and a few inches would not 
hurt either. He does not have good recovery abilities without a long reach and 
great speed. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Defenseman. 

 
FC Rank: #77 

Daultan Leveille 
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: August 10, 1990 
Height: 5’-11” 
Weight: 160 LBS 
07-08 League: GHJHL 
07-08 Team: St. Catharines 
Stats: 45 GP 29 G 27 A 56 PTS 
Strengths: The small and very fast Leveille has come out of the woodwork late 
this season to show scouts what he can do. He has a great stride and despite 
being very weak in the legs, he accelerates very quickly. He has good 
playmaking abilities and is a solid PK contributor. He has a decent shot, good 
character and soft hands to carry the puck with. 
Weakness: He is very thin and weak, an area that will need to be addressed 
before he will be very effective at Michigan State. Leveille’s skating, which is 
already a major strength should only get better with added leg strength. He is 
very raw and will need much direction. Level of competition is always a concern 
when you are dealing with Jr A and Jr B players. 
NHL Potential: Character Forward. 

 



FC Rank: #78 

Kristoffer Berglund 
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: August 12, 1988 
Height: 5’-10” 
Weight: 180 LBS 
07-08 League: Sweden 
07-08 Team: Bjorkloven 
Stats: 42 GP 4 G 21 A 25 PTS 
Strengths: The solid mobility and puck moving skills Berglund has displayed his 
season have made many take note. He has good hockey sense and knows when 
to pinch and when to play it safe. He sees the ice well and has solid playmaking 
skills from the backend. His instincts are tremendous and he can rush the puck 
or make a solid first pass which ever the situation calls for. He is solid in his own 
zone with good defensive awareness and solid reads. 
Weakness: Berglund is small and his speed is just average. He needs to be 
more elusive or suffer injuries against bigger and more aggressive opponents. 
He has no physical game to speak of but does play a solid gritty, hard working 
game.  
NHL Potential: Offensive Defenseman. 

 
FC Rank: #79 

Matt Calvert 
Position: Left Wing 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: December 24, 1989 
Height: 5’-9” 
Weight: 160 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Brandon 
Stats: 72 GP 24 G 40 A 64 PTS 
Strengths: Calvert is a fast skating solid competitor who works hard on the 
forecheck and is solid in his own zone. He has great offensive instincts and 
knows where to be on the ice. He has sharp skills including solid playmaking 
abilities, good vision and good shot that he gets off quickly. He is full of heart and 
will play physical even with limited effectiveness. 
Weakness: Size is his obvious deficiency as Calvert gets out muscled at times 
and forced out of plays along the wall. He will want to add strength to his legs 
which should help his already quick acceleration. Offensive upside at the next 
level is also in question. 
NHL Potential: Character Forward. 

 
 



FC Rank: #80 

Adam Henrique 
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: February 6, 1990 
Height: 5’-11” 
Weight: 180 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Windsor 
Stats: 66 GP 20 G 24 A 44 PTS 
Strengths: The skilled centre has been able to show his speed and two-way 
abilities as a secondary role this season. He plays a skilled game in the offensive 
zone and plays a tight checking game on the back check. His playmaking 
abilities are superb and he sees the ice well. Henrique is always on the puck and 
will fight it out along the boards. He is smart and is always alert to his 
surroundings. His shot is decent but he always looks to pass first. 
Weakness: Henrique is on the small side and doesn’t play a physical type game 
although the started grinding it out a bit more towards season end. Confidence 
seems to play a big role with him. Offensive upside is in question as he does not 
have great creativity or offensive instincts. 
NHL Potential: Character Forward. 

 
FC Rank: #81 

Daniel Despotovic 
Position: Left Wing 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: December 9, 1989 
Height: 6’-1” 
Weight: 190 LBS 
07-08 League: Sweden 
07-08 Team: Sodertalje J20 
Stats: 42 GP 19 G 40 A 59 PTS 
Strengths: The hard working winger has played very well this past season. He 
skates well with nice balance, above average acceleration and speed also 
showing solid encompassing mobility. Despotovic has good size and strength 
which helps him battle along the boards. He possesses nice creativity, solid 
playmaking skills and outstanding vision. He drives the net and uses his quick 
shot to effectively create chances.   
Weakness: Despotovic has a tendency to over handle the puck and cause 
turnovers that way. His defensive game is in need to attention as he is not 
counted upon to play a responsible two-way game. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 

 
 



FC Rank: #82 

Shawn Lalonde  
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: March 10, 1990 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 175 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Belleville 
Stats: 66 GP 9 G 22 A 31 PTS 
Strengths: Mobility, speed and acceleration are his best assets. He is a slick 
puck rushing defender who can handle the puck. Lalonde has good vision and 
playmaking skills that complement his tough physical side. He is a fiery 
competitor who battles hard in the corner and will stand up for himself although 
he never instigates. 
Weakness: Consistency in effort level shift-in and shift-out. He cheats too often 
defensively and is a liability in his own zone at times. Also, Lalonde has 
displayed questionable decision making in his zone that has you wondering if the 
mental aspect will catch up to the physical skills. He is awful skinny and 
desperately needs to add strength. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Defenseman. 
 
FC Rank: #83 

Cory Fienhage 
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: May 24, 1990 
Height: 6’-3” 
Weight: 195 LBS 
07-08 League: USHS 
07-08 Team: Eastview High 
Stats: 24 GP 6 G 6 A 12 PTS 
Strengths: The University of North Dakota recruit who may report in the fall of 
2009 after a season with Indiana of the USHL has shown a competitive and 
physical game. The tough defender is a powerful skater who displays solid 
mobility and a hard working attitude. Fienhage has a hard shot and gets it on net 
effectively as well as being able to make a solid first pass. Defensibly he is a 
beast in the corners and has solid defensive positioning. He loves to rub out 
attackers with a solid hit and keeps the front of his net clear. 
Weakness: Fienhage’s game might not translate to the pro ranks as a two-way 
game as he might be more of a physical stay-at-home defender. At this level of 
competition, he needs to work on keeping his focus and play consistently. 
NHL Potential: Two-Way Defenseman. 

 
 



FC Rank: #84 

Johan Motin 
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: October 10, 1989 
Height: 6’-1” 
Weight: 200 LBS 
07-08 League: Sweden 
07-08 Team: Farjestad 
Stats: 28 GP 0 G 2 A 2 PTS 
Strengths: Motin is a mobile hard working defender who is at his best when he 
keeps things simple. He can get overwhelmed like at the WJC when too much is 
asked of him. He makes a solid first pass and his defensive positioning is strong. 
He is strong on his skates and plays a physical brand willing to deliver or take 
hits and battle in the corners. He reads the play well in his own zone. 
Weakness: His decision making when pressured with the puck is often 
questioned. Motin tends to make mistakes when asked to do too much. His 
offensive upside is not as high as first though. 
NHL Potential: Defensive Defenseman. 

 
FC Rank: #85 

Philippe Cornet 
Position: Left Wing 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: March 28, 1990 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 175 LBS 
07-08 League: QMJHL 
07-08 Team: Rimouski 
Stats: 61 GP 23 G 26 A 49 PTS 
Strengths: The offensively gifted shifty winger did not put up the numbers 
expected of him this season. Cornet displayed his good hands, nice on-ice vision 
and solid hockey sense. He plays a safe and unspectacular game in his own 
zone but is at his best with the puck on his stick, using his solid puck protection 
abilities and creating offense in the attacking zone. He is capable of finishing but 
is primarily a playmaker. 
Weakness: Cornet is of average build but plays much smaller than his size 
would indicate.  He needs to add strength and play a more active game in his 
own zone. Skating is an area that needs improvements. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 

 
 
 
 



FC Rank: #86 

Brady Hjelle 
Position: Goalie 
Catches: Left 
DOB: May 3, 1990 
Height: 5’-11” 
Weight: 175 LBS 
07-08 League: USHL 
07-08 Team: Cedar Rapids 
Stats: 41 GP 2.50 GAA 3 SO .921 SP 
Strengths: The hybrid style goalie possesses a tight butterfly and good natural 
athleticism. Hjelle stays up until the shooter makes a move showing good 
patience.  He looks bigger than his size dictates and covers a lot of open net with 
his quick pads and flashy glove.  He aggressively challenges shooters and has a 
never give up attitude. Hjelle’s mobility is strong and he goes cross crease very 
fast while maintaining balance. He anticipates the developing play well but does 
not cheat and stays in position. He has solid rebound control and has loads of 
upside. 
Weakness: Hjelle is a smaller sized goalie and NHL teams like to draft big 
bodies tenders to develop. He has some technical holes that will need 
addressing like opening up when moving laterally and his footwork can be 
sloppy. 
NHL Potential: Project Goaltender. 

 
FC Rank: #87 

Nathan Condon 
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: May 29, 1990 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 185 LBS 
07-08 League: USHS 
07-08 Team: Wausau 
Stats: 23 GP 33 G 26 A 59 PTS 
Strengths: The smart two-way forward has good puck skills and great vision. 
Condon displays nice puck protection skills and ability to distribute the puck in 
tight areas. The Minnesota recruit who will play in the USHL for the Fargo Force 
next season has a nice frame with which too add mass to and is a solid skater. 
He has shown an ability to finish with a quick wrist shot and has a competitive 
edge to his game. 
Weakness: Strength will need to be added for him to play the way he wants to 
against bigger competition. Condon foot speed needs work as his acceleration 
and top speed are just average. His shot, while he gets it off quickly, lacks 
consistent accuracy and velocity.  
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 



 
FC Rank: #88 

Tyler Beskorowany 
Position: Goalie 
Cathes: Left 
DOB: April 28, 1990 
Height: 6’-4” 
Weight: 200 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Owen Sound 
Stats: 35 GP 4.04 GAA 0 SO .900 SP 
Strengths: The young butterfly style goalie has displayed his potential through 
spectacular outing where he has been able to keep the Attack in games they had 
no business being in. Beskorowany aggressively challenges shooter, plays his 
angles well and utilizes his big frame. He moves well in the crease and can shoot 
out a quick pad or flash his glove to pull in a shot. He has confidence in his ability 
and plays a solid positional game when he’s on. 
Weakness: Consistency is the main red flag that goes up with Beskorowany. He 
can have an absolute dominant performance one game and then the next he can 
get beaten on some weak shots. He also looses his net and flops too much when 
he is off. His puck handling skills also are an area that needs attention. 
NHL Potential: Project Goaltender. 

 
FC Rank: #89 

Max Nicastro 
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: March 2, 1990 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 190 LBS 
07-08 League: USHL 
07-08 Team: Chicago 
Stats: 58 GP 6 G 14 A 20 PTS 
Strengths: The mobile stay-at-home style defender plays his best when he 
keeps everything in front of him. Nicastro displays good gap control and uses his 
stick effectively. He angles attackers to the outside and plays a physical brand of 
defense. He is a solid skater who has a nice fluid stride and looks to have above 
average defensive instincts. Nicastro makes a good outlet pass and has a decent 
shot from the point. He will join the rush but only when the opportunity is blatant. 
Nicastro is a hard worker who should develop into a solid top six defender. 
Weakness: He does not have much pro offensive upside and his physical 
abilities are not utilized consistently because of his passive demeanor. Nicastro 
needs to add strength which should bolster his ability to play a physical defensive 
game. 
NHL Potential: Defensive Defenseman. 



 
FC Rank: #90 

Sergei Ostapchuk 
Position: Left Wing 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: March 19, 1990 
Height: 5’-11” 
Weight: 185 LBS 
07-08 League: Russia 
07-08 Team: Yaroslavl 2 
Stats: N/A 
Strengths: Ostapchuk is the Russian version of ex-NHL player Pat Verbeek’s 
moniker “little ball of hate”. He is all energy and can really skate showing great 
first step acceleration with nice shifty mobility. He is a big time fore-checker who 
hit everything in his path. He possesses a big time shot that is hard and accurate. 
Weakness: Ostapchuk has a lack of offensive upside and not having an IIHF 
transfer agreement in place will affect these types of potential European role 
players as NHL teams will choose to select North American prospects as role 
players for obvious cost saving reasons.  
NHL Potential: Character Forward. 

 
FC Rank: #91 

Derek Grant 
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: April 20, 1990 
Height: 6’-3” 
Weight: 190 LBS 
07-08 League: BCHL 
07-08 Team: Langley 
Stats: 57 GP 24 G 39 A 63 PTS 
Strengths: The hard working forward is very raw in his development but has 
already displayed skills that have scouts noticing. Grant does a lot of things well 
including making smart plays with and without the puck. He skates well and 
being a big guy he can play a strong game on the wall. He has a good shot and 
impressive on-ice vision. 
Weakness: Being early in his development, Grant will not be ready to make the 
jump to the pros for a few years. He needs to add strength and also assert 
himself more on the physical side of things. He does not have high-end puck 
skills nor does he possesses great creativity.  
NHL Potential: Project Forward. 
 

 
 



FC Rank: #92 

Justin Schultz 
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: July 6, 1990 
Height: 6’-1” 
Weight: 165 LBS 
07-08 League: BCHL 
07-08 Team: Westside 
Stats: 57 GP 9 G 31 A 40 PTS 
Strengths: The smart puck moving defenseman has been a riser all season on 
draft rankings. Schultz makes good decisions with and without the puck. Knows 
when to pinch and join the rush and when to play it safe. He skates well and is 
very mobile plus he works hard and makes solid passes. The Wisconsin recruit 
plays with passion, possesses good on-ice vision and has a great first step. 
Weakness: Needs to improve his defensive positioning and ability to read plays 
defensively. Schultz is also reed thin and desperately needs to add twenty 
pounds of muscle. It will be interesting to see him play against a higher level of 
competition. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Defenseman. 

 
FC Rank: #93 

Nathan Moon 
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: March 22, 1990 
Height: 5’-11” 
Weight: 180 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Kingston 
Stats: 68 GP 35 G 42 A 77 PTS 
Strengths: The Kingston centre is always thinking offense. Moon has the vision 
and playmaking abilities to set-up teammates but his natural talent is finishing. 
He skates well and has really quick acceleration. He has good hands and can 
beat defenders to the outside with speed or the inside with slick moves.  
Weakness: Moon struggles with consistency on both sides of the puck. He 
needs to dedicate himself to maintain his defensive responsibilities. He is soft 
physically and can be ineffective when the game gets tough. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 

 
 
 
 
 



FC Rank: #94 

Jacob DeSerres 
Position: Goalie 
Catches: Left 
DOB: March 18, 1990 
Height: 6’-2” 
Weight: 195 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Seattle 
Stats: 34 GP 2.28 GAA 3 SO .922 SP 
Strengths: DeSerres was a late riser this season that has shown loads of 
promise. The primarily butterfly style keeper who also has some stand-up 
attributes took playing time away from former first round pick Riku Helenius this 
year. He has quick pads, lighting fast mobility and solid angle play. He uses his 
big body to cover the net, has good reflexes and also looks to have good 
instincts. 
Weakness: DeSerres’ technical skills need fine tuning as he floats out of position 
as well as showing a lack of focus some nights. His foot work can get him tied up 
but is not a regular occurrence. His rebound control and puck skills need work. 
NHL Potential: NHL Goaltender. 

 
FC Rank: #95 

Danick Paquette 
Position: Right Wing 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: July 17, 1990 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 210 LBS 
07-08 League: QMJHL 
07-08 Team: Lewiston 
Stats: 63 GP 29 G 13 A 42 PTS 
Strengths: One of the toughest prospects in the entire draft, Paquette plays a 
solid physical game with some added offensive abilities. He has a decent shot 
and can finish as well as bull his way through to the net. He plays hard in the 
corners and is strong on his skates. He is a fierce player who looks for the 
fisticuffs and is good at squaring off. 
Weakness: Paquette’s skating is sub par and he needs to play more consistent 
defensively. He can be liability when he looses focus and takes bad penalties. 
Danick has a tendency to be hot and cold and needs to have a fire lit under him 
from time to time. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 

 
 
 



FC Rank: #96 

Joonas Rask 
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: March 24, 1990 
Height: 5’-11” 
Weight: 165 LBS 
07-08 League: Finland 
07-08 Team: Ilves Jr. 
Stats: 32 GP 11 G 18 A 29 PTS 
Strengths: Boston Bruins goaltending prospect, Tuukka Rask’s younger brother 
has some good offensive skills and elusiveness on the ice. He handles the puck 
well and has a good shot. He has great hockey sense and skates well with solid 
mobility. He has good vision and puck protection skills that allow him to enter the 
offensive zone and create offensive chances. 
Weakness: Rask does not know what his brother does as he never ventures too 
far from the offensive zone. He will need to add size and strength to play in the 
NHL. He often will become invisible when physical play is involved. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 

 
FC Rank: #97 

Jacob Lagace 
Position: Left Wing 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: January 29, 1990 
Height: 5’-10” 
Weight: 190 LBS 
07-08 League: QMJHL 
07-08 Team: Chicoutimi 
Stats: 67 GP 23 G 39 A 62 PTS 
Strengths: Lagace skates with a choppy stride but gets to were he needs to go. 
He is willing to go into traffic, drive the net and stand in front while his teammates 
take shots. He has good hands in close and plays without fear.  
Weakness: Lagace needs to play the game with more consistency. He needs to 
continue to work hard. His size might scare teams off but the size of his heart will 
also draw some to him. 
NHL Potential: Project Forward. 

 
FC Rank: #98 

Kruise Reddick 
Position: Centre 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: July 6, 1990 
Height: 5’-8” 



Weight: 165 LBS 
07-08 League: WHL 
07-08 Team: Tri-City 
Stats: 72 GP 23 G 51 A 74 PTS 
Strengths: The diminutive forward is always involved in the play and shows his 
hard working attitude through his play. Reddick will venture into all the high traffic 
areas even despite his size disadvantage. He skates well and has good speed 
and acceleration. He has good anticipation and hockey sense which he uses to 
make the right play at the right time. He like to handle the puck and has good 
vision and playmaking ability. 
Weakness: Kruise is very small and is easily pushed off the puck. He needs to 
gain strength and become more elusive if he is to play at the next level. He 
needs to improve spotty defensive play and also work on his below average shot. 
NHL Potential: Offensive Forward. 

 
FC Rank: #99 

Michael D’Orazio 
Position: Defense 
Shoots: Right 
DOB: August 16, 1990 
Height: 6’-0” 
Weight: 200 LBS 
07-08 League: OHL 
07-08 Team: Owen Sound 
Stats: 67 GP 1 G 19 A 20 PTS 
Strengths: A hard working stay-at-home type defender, D’Orazio has shown 
good ability to shutdown top offensive player at the major junior level. He has 
displayed solid mobility, defensive anticipation and solid physical play. He can 
handle the puck in his zone, make a good outlet pass and has a hard shot. He 
blocks shots, plays aggressively and displays solid defensive positioning. 
Weakness: D’Orazio has limited upside and does not project to be on a teams 
top four defenders but should make a solid five or sixth defender at the next 
level. He needs to gain strength to better utilize his style of play. 
NHL Potential: Defensive Defenseman. 
 
FC Rank: #100 

David Ullstrom 
Position: Left Wing 
Shoots: Left 
DOB: April 22, 1989 
Height: 6’-4” 
Weight: 205 LBS 
07-08 League: Sweden 
07-08 Team: HV 71 J20 
Stats: 40 GP 27 G 27 A 54 PTS 



Strengths: The big physical winger is not afraid to mix it up and works hard 
every game. Ullstrom has a good scoring touch around the net and knows where 
to get to for a quality opportunity. He goes to the front of the net and will take a 
beating a la Ryan Smith and Tomas Holmstrom.  
Weakness: Ullstrom offensive skills are not refined but he does have a sense of 
where he will be most effective on the ice. He will not be a primary scoring threat 
but rather a support player who plays up to the level of his line mates. His skating 
is an area that needs some attention although it should not hold him back. He is 
also not a reliable defensive performer. 
NHL Potential: Power Forward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Late Round GemsLate Round Gems  
Steals andSteals and  Sleepers of ’08. Sleepers of ’08.   
By Dan StewartBy Dan Stewart   
  
The NHL is 

littered with feel good stories of 
longshot prospects who have made 
an impact on the destiny of their 
particular NHL club. Late round 
steals and sleepers are a part of 
every draft but typically don’t come 
to light until after five or more years. 
Many scouts have made careers out 
of finding potential filled slower 
developing prospects that have 
made an impact with the NHL teams 
that draft them long after the glory of 
draft day fades.  

 
You would be hard pressed to find 
an organization better at plucking 
talent in the later rounds than the 
current Detroit Red Wings scouting 
staff and more specifically their 
Director of European scouting Hakan 
Andersson. He has found the likes of 
Tomas Holmstrom (257th in ’94), 
Pavel Datsyuk (171st in ’98) and 
reigning Conn Smythe trophy winner 
Henrik Zetterberg (210th in ’99) in 
the later rounds and that skilled trio 
now makes up Detroits top line and 
one of the most potent offensive 
units in the NHL. More recently they 
have mined defenders Jonathan 

Ericsson (291st in ’02) and Logan 
Pyett (212th in ’06), forwords Darren 
Helm (132nd in ’05) and Jan Mursak 
(182nd in ’06) plus a few more who 
have yet to contribute day-to-day in 
the NHL but have shown much 
potential. The goal of most scouting 
departments is to find three players 
in each draft which will contribute at 
the NHL level and Detroit has 
consitantly been able to accomplish 
this with late round selections. 

 
Many sleepers tend to be found 
combing through the second and 
third tier leagues around Europe and 
North America as the top leagues 
bubling over with talent are always 
scouted heavily. Because of obvious 
financial and logistical challenges of 
Europe even this day and age for 
NHL teams to see all the many 
available prospects scattered over 
the thousands of miles.  

 
Just like every draft before this, the 
2008 NHL Entry Draft is sure to 
develop some late round gems to be 
polished into budding superstars. 
The potentials include: 

 
RW Artem Demkov, Junost Minsk, Belarus, 5’-9”, 170 Lbs –  
The quick and dynamic Artem Demkov is a player whose flair will bring you out of 
your seat. While small in stature, he plays with moxie and is not afraid to go to 
high traffic areas to score a goal. He has a quick release, a good shot and is a 
very good skater with great acceleration. The dazzling stick handler is not a one 
trick pony as he plays both sides of the puck. Demkov impressed at the 2007 



World Junior A Challenge and then again at the 2008 World Junior 
Championship Division 1 U20 tournament. 
 
D Lukas Stoop, Davos, Swiss, 6’-1”, 175 Lbs –  
Though many Lukas Stoop as a cant-miss prospect, and his potential as an 
offensive defenseman is good, he has also shown far too much inconsistency to 
this point in his career. Stoop does have potential and should be able to work on 
his positioning problems through good coaching. He is very raw and could be a 
late developer from this draft. 
 
G Dominik Furch, Slavia, Czech Republic, 6’-1”, 180 Lbs –  
Small goalkeeper Dominik Furch possesses good athletisism and extremely 
quick reflexes. He has played well for HC Slavia Prague Jr. squad and has seen 
some limited action in the Czech extraleague with his parent team. He does 
many things right and looks as though he could develop into a suprisingly 
effective tender if given the proper time.  
 
LW Jordan Skellett, Erie, OHL, 5’-11”, 189 Lbs –  
The once highly touted Jordan Skellett has fallen off the map with a poor season 
on the OHL’s worst team. He still has the skills that originally made observers 
first take notice but production has dropped which has more to do with a naging 
injury and uncertainty than anything else. Skellett still is a creative, skilled 
prospect with great fluid skating and if he ever adds a feisty element to his game 
could be a pleasent suprise for the team picking him. 
 
D Michal Jordan, Plymouth, OHL, 6’-2”, 180 Lbs –  
Michal Jordan has been an intriguing prospect throughout the 2007-08 season. 
He played a limited role early on for Windsor of the OHL until a trade to Plymouth 
where his ice time increased. Jordan also impressed at the WJC in Czech 
Republic with his aggressive yet stabilizing defensive play. Jordan’s game has 
been developing at an incredible rate since his arrival in Canada. While he does 
noting great he does do everything well and should be high on some teams list. 
 
D Joe Gleason, Edina, USHS, 5’-9”, 175 Lbs –  
Minnesota native Joe Gleason had an impressive season for Edina and his play 
culminated to a very good performance at the state tournament. While he is very 
petite he has shown a willingness to hit and the elusiveness a player his size 
needs from taking the big hit. Gleason skates extremely well and is a solid 
offensive defender that also takes care of his own zone. The creative defender 
could surprise many doubters if given the right development situation. 
 
LW Stefan Della Rovere, Barrie, OHL, 5’-11”, 200 Lbs –  
Colts forward Stefan Della Rovere displayed his trademark hard-working defense 
first approach this past season but left some observers wanting more offensive 
pop. The hard hitting forward is tough to play against and does his best work 
along the boards. Della Rovere’s skating is only average and an area that might 



hold him back at the next level but if he can improve this area he has potential as 
a physical defensive forward. 
 
C Anders Lee, Edina, USHS, 6’-2.5”, 215 Lbs –  
The potentially Minnesota-Duluth bound Anders Lee has a very impressive game 
filled with grit, skill and all the intangibles that make a good hockey player. 
Primarily a finisher, the intelligent centre had a very impressive state high school 
tournament and even though he played in a secondary role most of the year he 
was still able to put up some decent offensive numbers. 
 
D David Warsofsky, U18, USNDP, 5’-8.25”, 160 Lbs –  
David Warsofsky, the second leading scorer this season for the USNDP, recently 
had a strong tournament for Team USA at the U18’s. The Boston Terrier recruit 
is a very impressive puck-rushing offensive defenseman but he also is very good 
in his own zone. He transitions the puck from defense to offensive extremely 
quick and has a cool calm demeanor. Although he is very small, he should be a 
solid pick that has the potential to develop into a very impressive prospect given 
time. 
 
D Tim Billingsley, Mississauga, OHL, 6’-1”, 175 Lbs –  
OHL sophomore defender Tim Billingsley has decent size and skates well. The 
Ottawa, ON. native is a calming defender who can handle the puck without 
getting rattled by pressure. The Majors defender makes smart decisions with the 
puck and has a great breakout pass. He is another prospect who could be high 
on some NHL teams lists as he has some very impressive outing this past 
season. 
 
RW Brett Perlini, Sault Ste. Marie, NOJHL, 6’-2”, 180 Lbs –  
Brett Perlini is a late riser this season who has been gaining attention from a 
handful of NHL teams since joining the Thunderbirds from Ohio of the USHL at 
the beginning of the year. The swift skating Perlini will be playing at Michigan 
State next fall and could put up decent points there using his finishing skills. He 
doesn’t mind the rough stuff and doesn’t shy away from high traffic areas. The 
large winger could be picked surprisingly early if an organization really likes him. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  



  
  
Future ConsiderationsFuture Considerations   
First Round NHL Mock Draft.First Round NHL Mock Draft.   
By Dan StewartBy Dan Stewart   
  
  

  Predicting the direction an NHL organization will go when selecting 
prospects at the annual entry draft can be somewhat of a crapshoot, but sticking 
with a formula which looks at the organization as a whole, the prospects currently 
in the each system, the NHL talent and the age of those representing the big club 
as well as past history and draft tendencies one can get a pretty good idea of 
how a team will go about making selections on draft day.  
  
  

1).  Tampa Bay Lightning 1).  Tampa Bay Lightning –– C Steven Stamkos C Steven Stamkos   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  Tam Tampa is light in the prospect pa is  light in the prospect 
cupboard and lacks a single prospect with real star potential.  cupboard and lacks a single prospect with real star potential.  

While they have been able to accumulate decent organizational depth of While they have been able to accumulate decent organizational depth of 
potential role players at the forward position,  they do not have potential potential role players at the forward position,  they do not have potential 
star caliber prospestar caliber prospects whom can lead this team into the future.  The cts whom can lead this team into the future.  The 
defensive depth contains no top four potential candidates.  Goaltending is  defensive depth contains no top four potential candidates.  Goaltending is  
the one area with some upside.the one area with some upside.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: With the exception of Vincent Lecavalier,With the exception of Vincent Lecavalier,   no no 
current Lightning regular or prospeccurrent Lightning regular or prospec t comes close to wearing the t comes close to wearing the 
‘franchise’ tag like Stamkos will with the type of skill  and persona that he ‘franchise’ tag like Stamkos will with the type of skill  and persona that he 
exudes.  With his marketable personality and onexudes.  With his marketable personality and on -- ice talents the Lightning ice talents the Lightning 
should gain some of the sporting spotlight  down south as well as remain should gain some of the sporting spotlight  down south as well as remain 
compecompe titive for years on the ice.titive for years on the ice.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward:Forward:  Dana Tyrell Dana Tyrell   
Defenseman:Defenseman:  Matt Smaby Matt Smaby   
Goaltender:Goaltender:  Karri Ramo Karri Ramo   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   NONENONE   
2004 2004 ––   D Andy Rogers (30th)D Andy Rogers (30th)   
2005 2005 ––   D Vladimir Mihalik (30th)D Vladimir Mihalik (30th)   
2006 2006 ––   G Riku Helenius (15thG Riku Helenius (15th ))   
2007 2007 ––   NONENONE   



  
2).  Los Angeles Kings 2).  Los Angeles Kings ––  D Drew Doughty D Drew Doughty   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  LA has a full stable of quality  LA has a full stable of quality 
prospects in the system and does not need to fill  a specific need prospects in the system and does not need to fill  a specific need 
because of the good overall organizational  depth.  The defense because of the good overall organizational  depth.  The defense 

position is  the wposition is  the weakest in the organization and should be solidified with a eakest in the organization and should be solidified with a 
top prospect or two.top prospect or two.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: With many young skilled forwards already playing With many young skilled forwards already playing 
in the NHL plus a bluein the NHL plus a blue -- chip goalie prospect in Jonathan Bernier waiting chip goalie prospect in Jonathan Bernier waiting 
in the wings,  building a blue linein the wings,  building a blue line  to play with the young nucleus is  the  to play with the young nucleus is  the 
direction they should take.direction they should take.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Trevor LewisTrevor Lewis   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Thomas HickeyThomas Hickey   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Jonathan BernierJonathan Bernier   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   RW Dustin Brown (13th) & C Brian Boyle (26th) RW Dustin Brown (13th) & C Brian Boyle (26th) & C Jeff & C Jeff 
Tambellini (27th)Tambellini (27th)   
2004 2004 ––   LW Lauri Tukonen (11th)LW Lauri Tukonen (11th)   
2005 2005 ––   C Anze Kopitar (11th)C Anze Kopitar (11th)   
2006 2006 ––   G Jonathan Bernier (11th) & C Trevor Lewis (17th)G Jonathan Bernier (11th) & C Trevor Lewis (17th)   
2007 2007 ––   D Thomas Hickey (4th)D Thomas Hickey (4th)   
  

  
3).  Atlanta Thrashers 3).  Atlanta Thrashers ––  D Zack Bogosian D Zack Bogosian   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  Recent trades ha Recent trades have depleted a once ve depleted a once 
healthy prospect cupboard. With little depth at all positions and healthy prospect cupboard. With little depth at all positions and 

few potential impact players on the horizon, Atlanta would benefit with few potential impact players on the horizon, Atlanta would benefit with 
just adding skilled prospects at all positions.  Defense is  the main just adding skilled prospects at all positions.  Defense is  the main 
weakness at both the organizatiweakness at both the organizati ons development and pro levels.  They will ons development and pro levels.  They will 
look at the top echelon of defenders with this pick.  look at the top echelon of defenders with this pick.    
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: Bogosian is  theBogosian is  the   best player available at this point best player available at this point 
and adds a physical element to a team that  desperately needs some size and adds a physical element to a team that  desperately needs some size 
coming through tcoming through the ranks.  He brings his complete twohe ranks.  He brings his complete two-- way game and also way game and also 
solid character and leadership qualities that will benefit the Thrashers solid character and leadership qualities that will benefit the Thrashers 
down the line.down the line.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Bryan LittleBryan Little   



Defenseman: Defenseman: Andrei ZubarevAndrei Zubarev   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Ondrej PavelecOndrej Pavelec   
Last FiLast Five First Round Picks:ve First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   D Braydon Coburn (8th)D Braydon Coburn (8th)   
2004 2004 ––   D Boris Valabik (10th)D Boris Valabik (10th)   
2005 2005 ––   C Alex Bourret (16th)C Alex Bourret (16th)   
2006 2006 ––   C Brian Little(12th)C Brian Little(12th)   
2007 2007 ––   NONENONE   
  
  

4).  St. Louis Blues 4).  St. Louis Blues ––  D Alex Pietrangelo D Alex Pietrangelo   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  St.  Louis is blessed with some nice  St.  Louis is blessed with some nice 
tt alent at all positions,  some of whom some could develop into alent at all positions,  some of whom some could develop into 

impact performers in the not to distant future.  Goaltending is  set with two impact performers in the not to distant future.  Goaltending is  set with two 
good prospects that should make an impact sooner rather than later.  The good prospects that should make an impact sooner rather than later.  The 
forward ranks have some nice talent but could uforward ranks have some nice talent but could u se depth on the wings.  se depth on the wings.  
Defense has some nice depth but no real s tud prospect.  Defense has some nice depth but no real s tud prospect.    
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: A look at the second best forward in the draft,  A look at the second best forward in the draft,  
Nikita Filatov, brings up too many question marks so the decision to go Nikita Filatov, brings up too many question marks so the decision to go 
with a defenseman is made. A choice with a defenseman is made. A choice needs to be made at this spot needs to be made at this spot 
between a big staybetween a big stay -- atat -- home physical defender in Schenn and the big twohome physical defender in Schenn and the big two--
way defender in Pietrangelo with good offensive upside.way defender in Pietrangelo with good offensive upside.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Patrik BerglundPatrik Berglund   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Ian ColeIan Cole   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Marek SchwaMarek Schwarzrz   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   D Shawn Belle (30th)D Shawn Belle (30th)   
2004 2004 ––   G Marek Schwarz (17th)G Marek Schwarz (17th)   
2005 2005 ––   C T.J.  Oshie (24th)C T.J.  Oshie (24th)   
2006 2006 ––   D Erik Johnson (1st) & C Patrik Berglund (25th)D Erik Johnson (1st) & C Patrik Berglund (25th)   
2007 2007 ––   C Lars Eller (13th) & D Ian Cole (18th) & RW David Perron C Lars Eller (13th) & D Ian Cole (18th) & RW David Perron 
(26th)(26th)   
  
  

5).  New Y5).  New York Islanders ork Islanders ––  D Luke Schenn D Luke Schenn   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  The Islanders posses solid depth at  The Islanders posses solid depth at 
the forward position although lacking in highthe forward position although lacking in high -- end talent.  Not end talent.  Not 



much depth exists on defense and no real top four potential prospects at much depth exists on defense and no real top four potential prospects at 
this position,  although they dothis position,  although they do  have a few potential top six defenders  have a few potential top six defenders 
waiting in the wings.  Goaltending depth is  nonwaiting in the wings.  Goaltending depth is  non -- existent and they will need existent and they will need 
to draft at least one goaltender in this draft.  to draft at least one goaltender in this draft.    
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: This pick gives the Islanders a stud defender on This pick gives the Islanders a stud defender on 
which to build around.which to build around.  Not much doubt that Schenn will be a top four  Not much doubt that Schenn will be a top four 
defender in the NHL and right now that fi lls  a glaring hole in the defender in the NHL and right now that fi lls  a glaring hole in the 
Islanders organization as a premier defens ive prospect.Islanders organization as a premier defens ive prospect.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Kyle OkposoKyle Okposo   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Dustin KohnDustin Kohn   
Goaltender:Goaltender:   Stefan RidderwallStefan Ridderwall   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   C Robert Nilsson (15th)C Robert Nilsson (15th)   
2004 2004 ––   RW Petteri Nokelainen (16th)RW Petteri Nokelainen (16th)   
2005 2005 ––   C Ryan O’Marra (15th)C Ryan O’Marra (15th)   
2006 2006 ––   LW Kyle Okposo (7th)LW Kyle Okposo (7th)   
2007 2007 ––  NONE NONE   
  
  

6).  Columbus Blue Jackets 6).  Columbus Blue Jackets ––  LW Mikkel Boedker LW Mikkel Boedker   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  The forward ranks are deep on the  The forward ranks are deep on the 

wings although some depth at centre is  required.  Only Jakub wings although some depth at centre is  required.  Only Jakub 
Voracek has topVoracek has top -- six skills  but they do have good size and some limited six skills  but they do have good size and some limited 
offensive potential that could develop some solid secondary scoring. offensive potential that could develop some solid secondary scoring. 
Defense has good deptDefense has good depth but no potential top four prospects.  Goaltending h but no potential top four prospects.  Goaltending 
is  the number one area of strength for the organization with a young is the number one area of strength for the organization with a young 
starting goalie already in the NHL in Pascal Leclaire as well as a potential starting goalie already in the NHL in Pascal Leclaire as well as a potential 
starting goalie waiting in Steve Mason.starting goalie waiting in Steve Mason.   
Reason for the PickReason for the Pick : : Adding a defenseman at this spot would have been Adding a defenseman at this spot would have been 
ideal but all of the big four were selected before this pick.  A trade down ideal but all of the big four were selected before this pick.  A trade down 
in the first round as well as Tyler Myers and Cody Hodgson get looks but in the first round as well as Tyler Myers and Cody Hodgson get looks but 
Myers just has too many question marks to be taken this eMyers just has too many question marks to be taken this early.  Instead arly.  Instead 
they add an element of skill  and speed in Boedker who they see as a rising they add an element of skill  and speed in Boedker who they see as a rising 
potential superstar in the making.potential superstar in the making.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Jakub VoracekJakub Voracek   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Marc MethotMarc Methot   



Goaltender: Goaltender: Steve MasonSteve Mason   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
202003 03 ––   RW Nikolai Zherdev (4th)RW Nikolai Zherdev (4th)   
2004 2004 ––   LW Alexander Picard (8th)LW Alexander Picard (8th)   
2005 2005 ––   C Gilbert Brule (6th)C Gilbert Brule (6th)   
2006 2006 ––   C Derick Brassard (6th)C Derick Brassard (6th)   
2007 2007 ––   LW Jakub Voracek (7th)LW Jakub Voracek (7th)   
  
  

7).  Toronto Maple Leafs 7).  Toronto Maple Leafs ––  LW Nikita Filatov LW Nikita Filatov   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  The organizat ion as a whole need The organizat ion as a whole needs s 
an upgrade in every prospect position.  They have very few an upgrade in every prospect position.  They have very few 

potential top six forwards,  no top four potential defenders and only one potential top six forwards,  no top four potential defenders and only one 
strong goalie prospect in the system. After years of trading draft picks strong goalie prospect in the system. After years of trading draft picks 
and prospects for stop gap fixes and short lived rand prospects for stop gap fixes and short lived r uns in the playoffs it  has uns in the playoffs it  has 
become a mandate the Leaf organization work to rebuild the prospect become a mandate the Leaf organization work to rebuild the prospect 
cupboard. An impact prospect at any posit ion is  what is  required with this cupboard. An impact prospect at any posit ion is  what is  required with this 
pick.pick.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: After debate between Cody Hodgson and Filatov, After debate between Cody Hodgson and Filatov, 
the Leafs gothe Leafs go  with whom they see as having the higher offensive upside.   with whom they see as having the higher offensive upside.  
The dynamic winger gives the Leafs organization a potential superstar to The dynamic winger gives the Leafs organization a potential superstar to 
develop and call a homegrown talent.  Even though he is  an immense develop and call a homegrown talent.  Even though he is  an immense 
talent,  to be taken this high in the draft the skilled Rustalent,  to be taken this high in the draft the skilled Rus sian needed to sian needed to 
assure the Leafs that his intentions are to play in North America for the assure the Leafs that his intentions are to play in North America for the 
Buds.  Buds.    
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Nikolai KuleminNikolai Kulemin   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Anton StralmanAnton Stralman   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Justin PoggeJustin Pogge   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   NONENONE   
2004 2004 ––   NONENONE   
2005 2005 ––   G Tuukka Rask (21st)G Tuukka Rask (21st)   
2006 2006 ––   RW Jiri Tlusty (13th)RW Jiri Tlusty (13th)   
2007 2007 ––   NONENONE   
  
  
  



  
8).  Phoenix Coyotes 8).  Phoenix Coyotes ––  D Tyler Myers D Tyler Myers   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  The prospect cupboard has recently  The prospect cupboard has recently 
become somewhat thinned out,  but not from lack of quality become somewhat thinned out,  but not from lack of quality 

drafting. Instead, most of thdrafting. Instead, most of the team’s top prospects have graduated and are e team’s top prospects have graduated and are 
contributing at the NHL level.  They have good depth at the forward contributing at the NHL level.  They have good depth at the forward 
position although they will need to add scoring wingers.  centre is  set for position although they will need to add scoring wingers.  centre is  set for 
years with young talent in the NHL and Kyle Turris set to join.  Defeyears with young talent in the NHL and Kyle Turris set to join.  Defense nse 
has depth but not many with potential tophas depth but not many with potential top -- notch talent.  Goaltending is  notch talent.  Goaltending is  
very deep and has some interesting possibilities developing with the very deep and has some interesting possibilities developing with the 
addition of Montoya.addition of Montoya.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: With the number eight pick the problem arises that With the number eight pick the problem arises that 
the Coyotes are a dthe Coyotes are a deep organization down the middle and that the next eep organization down the middle and that the next 
few top picks are all centres.  If  a trade cannot be reached to move down a few top picks are all centres.  If  a trade cannot be reached to move down a 
few spots they should take the next best prospect that is  not a centre and few spots they should take the next best prospect that is  not a centre and 
who is Myers.  With some big wingers targeted later in twho is Myers.  With some big wingers targeted later in t he draft,  Phoenix he draft,  Phoenix 
feels comfortable to pick Myers who fills  an organizational need for a feels comfortable to pick Myers who fills  an organizational need for a 
potential bluepotential blue -- chip prospect on the backend.chip prospect on the backend.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Kyle TurrisKyle Turris   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Keith YandleKeith Yandle   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Al MontoyaAl Montoya   
Last Five First Round PLast Five First Round P icks:icks:   
2003 2003 ––   NONENONE   
2004 2004 ––   LW Blake Wheeler (5th)LW Blake Wheeler (5th)   
2005 2005 ––   C Martin Hanzal (17th)C Martin Hanzal (17th)   
2006 2006 ––   C Peter Mueller (8th) & D Chris Summers (29th)C Peter Mueller (8th) & D Chris Summers (29th)   
2007 2007 ––   C Kyle Turris (3rd) & D Nick Ross (30th)C Kyle Turris (3rd) & D Nick Ross (30th)   
  

  
9).  Nashville (from Florida) 9).  Nashville (from Florida) ––  C Cody Hodgson C Cody Hodgson   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  The The  Nashville  Predators organization  Nashville  Predators organization 
has done a good job of evaluating talent and getting those who has done a good job of evaluating talent and getting those who 

they target in the draft since their inception in the league. The have good they target in the draft since their inception in the league. The have good 
overall depth and some solid prospects throughout.  They only lack star overall depth and some solid prospects throughout.  They only lack star 
potential atpotential at  all positions which is  a common thread throughout the league. all positions which is  a common thread throughout the league.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: After a slight slide down the draft board,  the After a slight slide down the draft board,  the 
impressive twoimpressive two-- way Hodgson gets selected by the Predators.  They also way Hodgson gets selected by the Predators.  They also 



look at Kyle Beach and Colin Wilson with this selection.look at Kyle Beach and Colin Wilson with this selection.  This pick adds  This pick adds 
depth to the centre position and gives the organization the potential first depth to the centre position and gives the organization the potential first 
line centre they are lacking. line centre they are lacking.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Nick SpalingNick Spaling   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Cody FransonCody Franson   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Jeremy SmithJeremy Smith   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
202003 03 ––   D Ryan Suter (7th)D Ryan Suter (7th)   
2004 2004 ––   C Alexander Radulov (15th)C Alexander Radulov (15th)   
2005 2005 ––   D Ryan Parent (18th)D Ryan Parent (18th)   
2006 2006 ––   NONENONE   
2007 2007 ––   D Jonathon Blum (23rd)D Jonathon Blum (23rd)   
  
  

10).  Vancouver Canucks 10).  Vancouver Canucks ––  C Colin Wilson C Colin Wilson   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  Not great depth of top end talent for  Not great depth of top end talent for 
the Vancouver Canucks,  the Vancouver Canucks,  but they do have some potential talent but they do have some potential talent 

at each position.  The club has quantity,  just not a lot of quality at the at each position.  The club has quantity,  just not a lot of quality at the 
forward position and defense should be an area of concern.  They could forward position and defense should be an area of concern.  They could 
already have the goalie who eventually replaces Roberto Luongo in Cory already have the goalie who eventually replaces Roberto Luongo in Cory 
ScSchneider so goaltending is  the least of their worries.hneider so goaltending is  the least of their worries.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: With a lack of size in the potential impact prospects With a lack of size in the potential impact prospects 
they do have already in the system they select the big twothey do have already in the system they select the big two-- way centre way centre 
from the Boston Terriers who is about a sure fire NHL profrom the Boston Terriers who is about a sure fire NHL prospect as there spect as there 
could be at this spot.could be at this spot.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Michael GrabnerMichael Grabner   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Taylor EllingtonTaylor Ellington   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Cory SchneiderCory Schneider   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   C Ryan Kesler (23rd)C Ryan Kesler (23rd)   
2004 2004 ––   G Cory Schneider (26th)G Cory Schneider (26th)   
2005 2005 ––   D Luc BourdoD Luc Bourdon (10th)n (10th)   
2006 2006 ––   RW Michael Grabner (14th)RW Michael Grabner (14th)   
2007 2007 ––   C Patrick White (25th)C Patrick White (25th)   
  
  



  
11).  Chicago Blackhawk’s 11).  Chicago Blackhawk’s ––  C Zach Boychuk C Zach Boychuk   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  The Blackhawks are one of the  The Blackhawks are one of the 
deepest organizations with regards to potential impact prospects deepest organizations with regards to potential impact prospects 

and already have a and already have a good stable of contributing young NHLers.  The good stable of contributing young NHLers.  The 
forward position has great depth although it could use some more forward position has great depth although it could use some more 
prospects with scoring pop. Defense has good depth and goaltending is  prospects with scoring pop. Defense has good depth and goaltending is  
also a strength although they lack a true bluealso a strength although they lack a true blue -- chip prospect with star chip prospect with star 
potepotential.ntial.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: The only need that i s  developing in the organization The only need that i s  developing in the organization 
is  on the backend but they think they can nab a few in the next few is on the backend but they think they can nab a few in the next few 
rounds.  They have no current glaring weaknesses so they go with the best rounds.  They have no current glaring weaknesses so they go with the best 
available prospect with this pick available prospect with this pick and determine that Boychuk is the safest and determine that Boychuk is the safest 
bet at this spot.bet at this spot.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: David BollandDavid Bolland   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Niklas HjalmarssonNiklas Hjalmarsson   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Corey CrawfordCorey Crawford   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   D Brent Seabrook (14th)D Brent Seabrook (14th)   
2004 2004 ––   D Cam Barker (3rd)D Cam Barker (3rd)   
2005 2005 ––   LW Jack Skille (7th)LW Jack Skille (7th)   
2006 2006 ––   C Jonathan Toews (3rd)C Jonathan Toews (3rd)   
2007 2007 ––   RW Patrick Kane (1st)RW Patrick Kane (1st)   
  
  

12).  Anaheim (from Edmonton) 12).  Anaheim (from Edmonton) ––  C Kyle Beach C Kyle Beach   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  The thinking of the Anaheim  The thinking of the Anaheim 

organization is  size,  speed and skill wins and it seems almost like whorganization is  size,  speed and skill wins and it seems almost like when it en it  
comes to the draft it  is  regarded in that order.  The biggest organizat ional comes to the draft it  is  regarded in that order.  The biggest organizat ional 
need is  on the backend. The limited quant ity of prospects they have at this need is  on the backend. The limited quant ity of prospects they have at this 
position require more time to develop and also possess limited upside.  position require more time to develop and also possess limited upside.  
Goaltending is  another posiGoaltending is  another posi tion where they have quantity but not much tion where they have quantity but not much 
quality.quality.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: Brian Burke cannot help picking this prospect that Brian Burke cannot help picking this prospect that 
has been compared to Todd Bertuzzi,  a player Burke has always admired has been compared to Todd Bertuzzi,  a player Burke has always admired 
for his on the edge style.  Others who get looks from the Ducksfor his on the edge style.  Others who get looks from the Ducks  are  are 
defenders Michael Del Zotto and John Carlson.defenders Michael Del Zotto and John Carlson.   



The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Bobby RyanBobby Ryan   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Mark MiteraMark Mitera   
Goaltender: Goaltender: JJ -- P LevasseurP Levasseur   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   C Ryan Getzlaf (19th) & RW Corry Perry (28th)C Ryan Getzlaf (19th) & RW Corry Perry (28th)   
2004 2004 ––   D Ladislav Smid D Ladislav Smid (9th)(9th)   
2005 2005 ––   RW Bobby Ryan (2nd)RW Bobby Ryan (2nd)   
2006 2006 ––   D Mark Mitera (19th)D Mark Mitera (19th)     
2007 2007 ––   C Logan MacMillan (19th)C Logan MacMillan (19th)   
  
  

13).  Buffalo Sabres 13).  Buffalo Sabres ––  C Joshua Bailey C Joshua Bailey   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  The forward position lacks star  The forward position lacks star 
potential for the Sabres,  although they do have a multitude of potential for the Sabres,  although they do have a multitude of 

gogood depth players at the centre position.  Both wings need special od depth players at the centre position.  Both wings need special 
attention because of a major lack of depth.  The defensive position is  very attention because of a major lack of depth.  The defensive position is  very 
strong in depth and has a few prospects with topstrong in depth and has a few prospects with top -- six potential and six potential and 
goaltending is  also an organizational strength bugoaltending is  also an organizational strength bu t they could always use t they could always use 
more depth at the most crucial position.  The lack of size is  also an area more depth at the most crucial position.  The lack of size is  also an area 
that should be addressed in this draft.that should be addressed in this draft.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: They also look at Michael Del Zotto with this pick They also look at Michael Del Zotto with this pick 
as a possible Brian Campbell replacement  but uas a possible Brian Campbell replacement  but u ltimately select the ltimately select the 
Windsor centre for his twoWindsor centre for his two-- way game, size and the fact that the biggest way game, size and the fact that the biggest 
need in the organizat ion is  at the forward position.need in the organizat ion is  at the forward position.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Clarke MacArthurClarke MacArthur   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Andrej SekeraAndrej Sekera   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Jhonas EnrothJhonas Enroth   
LaLast Five First Round Picks:st Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   RW Thomas Vanek (5th)RW Thomas Vanek (5th)   
2004 2004 ––   RW Drew Stafford (13th)RW Drew Stafford (13th)   
2005 2005 ––   C Marek Zagrapan (13th)C Marek Zagrapan (13th)   
2006 2006 ––   D Dennis Persson (24th)D Dennis Persson (24th)   
2007 2007 ––   NONENONE   
  
  
  



  
14).  Carolina Hurricanes 14).  Carolina Hurricanes ––  C Jordan Eberle C Jordan Eberle   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  The Hurricanes are an o The Hurricanes are an o rganization rganization 
that has had good luck mining midthat has had good luck mining mid -- round picks to build solid round picks to build solid 

defensive depth.  They are lacking real star potential at all positions defensive depth.  They are lacking real star potential at all positions 
within the entire organization however they do have some good midwithin the entire organization however they do have some good mid -- range range 
prospect working there way up the ranks.prospect working there way up the ranks.  Defensive depth is  the main  Defensive depth is  the main 
strength while the forward position needs the most help.strength while the forward position needs the most help.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: The top rated prospect left at the 14th spot are The top rated prospect left at the 14th spot are 
forwards and that plays right into the needs of an organization that has a forwards and that plays right into the needs of an organization that has a 
glaring need of skilled fglaring need of skilled f orward prospects.  Michael Del Zotto,  Mattias orward prospects.  Michael Del Zotto,  Mattias 
Tedenby and Joe Colborne all get looks with this pick but Eberle seems to Tedenby and Joe Colborne all get looks with this pick but Eberle seems to 
fill  the organizational needs the best.fill  the organizational needs the best.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Brandon SutterBrandon Sutter   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Jamie McBainJamie McBain   
Goaltender: Goaltender: JustinJustin  Peters Peters   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   C Eric Staal (2nd)C Eric Staal (2nd)   
2004 2004 ––   LW Andrew Ladd (4th)LW Andrew Ladd (4th)   
2005 2005 ––   D Jack Johnson (3rd)D Jack Johnson (3rd)   
2006 2006 ––   NONENONE   
2007 2007 ––   C Brandon Sutter (11th)C Brandon Sutter (11th)   
  
  

15).  Nashville Predators 15).  Nashville Predators ––  D John Carlson D John Carlson   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  The Predators lack star The Predators lack star -- ccaliber aliber 
prospects,  an area they are trying to address with the previous prospects,  an area they are trying to address with the previous 

pick and now with this selection. They are using this draft to repick and now with this selection. They are using this draft to re -- stock a stock a 
cupboard that has seen many good young talented prospects graduate to cupboard that has seen many good young talented prospects graduate to 
the NHL or have been recent ly used in trathe NHL or have been recent ly used in tra de acquisitions.de acquisitions.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: First adding Hodgson and now Carlson gives the First adding Hodgson and now Carlson gives the 
Predators two potential bluePredators two potential blue -- chip prospects.  The thought of taking another chip prospects.  The thought of taking another 
forward, the organizational need at this point is  a possibility but Carlson forward, the organizational need at this point is  a possibility but Carlson 
moves close to the tmoves close to the t op of the class in the depth chart for defenders and is  op of the class in the depth chart for defenders and is  
too good a prospect to pass up from Nashville’s perspective.  Again,  too good a prospect to pass up from Nashville’s perspective.  Again,  
Michael Del Zotto and Mattias Tedenby get looks but they can’t let the Michael Del Zotto and Mattias Tedenby get looks but they can’t let the 
targeted Carlson slip through their fingers .targeted Carlson slip through their fingers .   



The Top ProspectThe Top Prospect s by Positions by Position   
Forward: Forward: Nick SpalingNick Spaling   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Cody FransonCody Franson   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Jeremy SmithJeremy Smith   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   D Ryan Suter (7th)D Ryan Suter (7th)   
2004 2004 ––   C Alexander Radulov (15th)C Alexander Radulov (15th)   
2005 2005 ––   D Ryan Parent (18th)D Ryan Parent (18th)   
2006 2006 ––   NONENONE   
2007 2007 ––   D Jonathon Blum (23rd)D Jonathon Blum (23rd)   
  
  

16).  Bos16).  Bos ton Bruins ton Bruins ––  LW Mattias Tedenby LW Mattias Tedenby   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  The Bruins are an organization that  The Bruins are an organization that 
has dipped into their prospect pool and come out with some nice has dipped into their prospect pool and come out with some nice 

impact players at the NHL level.  They now face a situation of needing to impact players at the NHL level.  They now face a situation of needing to 
rere -- tool the system. The strtool the system. The str engths of the Bruins talent pool are on the engths of the Bruins talent pool are on the 
backend with some potential topbackend with some potential top -- six defenders and a likely starter waiting six defenders and a likely starter waiting 
in the wings at the goaltender position.  The forward spot,  which has been in the wings at the goaltender position.  The forward spot,  which has been 
decimated with calldecimated with call -- ups and trades,  needs the biggest upgrade.ups and trades,  needs the biggest upgrade.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: The Bruins go right after one of the most skilled The Bruins go right after one of the most skilled 
forwards available and despite his small stature see Tedenby as a future forwards available and despite his small stature see Tedenby as a future 
top six NHL forward who will contribute in the not too distant future.  top six NHL forward who will contribute in the not too distant future.  
They also look at Joe Colborne and Greg NThey also look at Joe Colborne and Greg Nemisz with this pick but decide emisz with this pick but decide 
that overwhelming skill wins out over size for this selection.that overwhelming skill wins out over size for this selection.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: David KrejciDavid Krejci   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Matt LashoffMatt Lashoff   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Tuukka RaskTuukka Rask   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   D Mark Stuart (21st)D Mark Stuart (21st)   
2002004 4 ––   NONENONE   
2005 2005 ––   D Matt Lashoff (22nd)D Matt Lashoff (22nd)   
2006 2006 ––   C Phil Kessel (5th)C Phil Kessel (5th)   
2007 2007 ––   C Zach Hamill (8th)C Zach Hamill (8th)   
  
  
  



  
17).  Calgary Flames 17).  Calgary Flames ––  D Michael Del Zotto D Michael Del Zotto   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  After many years of desperately  After many years of desperately 
needing to add depth to the forward ranks,  the tide has somewneeding to add depth to the forward ranks,  the tide has somewhat hat 

shifted in the Flames organization and now the most pressing need has shifted in the Flames organization and now the most pressing need has 
become the need for a homegrown offensive defender.  While they have become the need for a homegrown offensive defender.  While they have 
compiled some forward talent they still  could use a few potential top line compiled some forward talent they still  could use a few potential top line 
prospects to be considered strong in thprospects to be considered strong in that area.  Goaltending on the other at area.  Goaltending on the other 
hand is  one are that they seem to be good in,  though they will likely grab hand is  one are that they seem to be good in,  though they will likely grab 
a goaltender in one of the later rounds.a goaltender in one of the later rounds.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: The Flames have been able to fill  their No. 1 The Flames have been able to fill  their No. 1 
organizational need with the selection organizational need with the selection of Del Zotto and can now shift of Del Zotto and can now shift 
back to adding quality forwards and more defensive depth with their next back to adding quality forwards and more defensive depth with their next 
few picks.few picks.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Mikael BacklundMikael Backlund   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Matt PelechMatt Pelech   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Leland IrvingLeland Irving   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   D Dion Phaneuf (9th)D Dion Phaneuf (9th)   
2004 2004 ––   RW Kris Chucko (24th)RW Kris Chucko (24th)   
2005 2005 ––   D Matt Pelech (26th)D Matt Pelech (26th)   
2006 2006 ––   G Leland Irving (26th)G Leland Irving (26th)   
2007 2007 ––   LW Mikael Backlund (24th)LW Mikael Backlund (24th)   
  

  
18).  Ottawa Senators 18).  Ottawa Senators ––  G Chet Pickard G Chet Pickard   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  The success the organization has  The success the organization has 
enjoyed at the NHenjoyed at the NHL level the past few years has taken its  toll on L level the past few years has taken its  toll on 

the Senators’ prospect pool.  The forward ranks contain a few prospects the Senators’ prospect pool.  The forward ranks contain a few prospects 
with potential but lack many safe players.  The defense has some good with potential but lack many safe players.  The defense has some good 
potential but is  getting thinned out.  The major area of weakness thpotential but is  getting thinned out.  The major area of weakness that at 
needs to be addressed is  lack of a true goalie prospect from which to mold needs to be addressed is  lack of a true goalie prospect from which to mold 
into the Senators “Goalie of the Future”.into the Senators “Goalie of the Future”.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: The Senators get a very solid prospect that has great The Senators get a very solid prospect that has great 
upside and potential to become their next No. 1 goalie.  They upside and potential to become their next No. 1 goalie.  They take a look take a look 
at Joe Colborne and Greg Nemisz but then select who they have as the at Joe Colborne and Greg Nemisz but then select who they have as the 
draft’s No. 1 goalie prospect.draft’s No. 1 goalie prospect.   



The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Nick FolignoNick Foligno   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Brian LeeBrian Lee   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Brian ElliottBrian Elliott   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   C PatricC Patrick Eaves (29th)k Eaves (29th)   
2004 2004 ––   D Andrej Meszaros (23rd)D Andrej Meszaros (23rd)   
2005 2005 ––   D Brian Lee (9th)D Brian Lee (9th)   
2006 2006 ––   C Nick Foligno (28th)C Nick Foligno (28th)   
2007 2007 ––   C James O’Brien (29th)C James O’Brien (29th)   
  
  

19).  Columbus (from Colorado) 19).  Columbus (from Colorado) ––  C Joe Colborne C Joe Colborne   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  The Blue Jackets have added a  The Blue Jackets have added a 

significant piece to significant piece to the organization with Boedker at the sixth the organization with Boedker at the sixth 
pick and can use this pick to gamble somewhat in hopes of a home run pick and can use this pick to gamble somewhat in hopes of a home run 
return.  The main areas that beg to be addresses are still  the overall lack of return.  The main areas that beg to be addresses are still  the overall lack of 
skilled type forwards and the lack of a true top four potential deskilled type forwards and the lack of a true top four potential de fender.  fender.    
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: With the pick of Boedker sixth overall and now this With the pick of Boedker sixth overall and now this 
pick of Colborne,  Columbus has taken the opportunity to upgrade the skill pick of Colborne,  Columbus has taken the opportunity to upgrade the skill 
at the forward position.  The thought of taking a defender with this pick is  at the forward position.  The thought of taking a defender with this pick is  
entertained as they lookentertained as they look  at both Colten Teubert and Luka Sbisa but decide  at both Colten Teubert and Luka Sbisa but decide 
to take the skilled forward. They will look to strengthen other areas of the to take the skilled forward. They will look to strengthen other areas of the 
organization with some of the later picks.organization with some of the later picks.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Jakub VoracekJakub Voracek   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Marc MethotMarc Methot   
GoaltendeGoaltender: r: Steve MasonSteve Mason   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   RW Nikolai Zherdev (4th)RW Nikolai Zherdev (4th)   
2004 2004 ––   LW Alexander Picard (8th)LW Alexander Picard (8th)   
2005 2005 ––   C Gilbert Brule (6th)C Gilbert Brule (6th)   
2006 2006 ––   C Derick Brassard (6th)C Derick Brassard (6th)   
2007 2007 ––   LW Jakub Voracek (7th)LW Jakub Voracek (7th)   
  
  
  
  



  
20).  New York Rangers 20).  New York Rangers ––  G Thomas McCollum G Thomas McCollum   
OrganizatOrganizat ional Summary:ional Summary:  With recent trades and graduations  With recent trades and graduations 
of prospects to the NHL level,  the Rangers prospect pool is  of prospects to the NHL level,  the Rangers prospect pool is  

starting to drain.  The forward crop is  still relatively healthy and deep but starting to drain.  The forward crop is  still relatively healthy and deep but 
the defense lacks both top end talent and depth and goaltending positthe defense lacks both top end talent and depth and goaltending posit ion ion 
needs a shot of top rate talent.  They could also use a blueneeds a shot of top rate talent.  They could also use a blue -- chip offensive chip offensive 
prospect at the forward position.prospect at the forward position.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: With the recent trade of Al Montoya the Rangers With the recent trade of Al Montoya the Rangers 
surprise all who had them taking a forward and go with a goalie prospect surprise all who had them taking a forward and go with a goalie prospect 
tt hat they can groom and bring along slowly. They also look at Colten hat they can groom and bring along slowly. They also look at Colten 
Teubert and Jack Gardiner with this pick as their defense needs to be Teubert and Jack Gardiner with this pick as their defense needs to be 
addressed but the thinking is  that the backend can be addresses with later addressed but the thinking is  that the backend can be addresses with later 
picks and young free agents down the line.picks and young free agents down the line.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Alexei CherepanovAlexei Cherepanov   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Bobby SanguinettiBobby Sanguinetti   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Matt ZabaMatt Zaba   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   RW Hugh Jessiman (12th)RW Hugh Jessiman (12th)   
2004 2004 ––   G Al Montoya (6th) & C Lauri Korpikoski (19th)G Al Montoya (6th) & C Lauri Korpikoski (19th)   
2005 2005 ––   D Marc Staal (12th)D Marc Staal (12th)   
2006 2006 ––   D Bobby Sanguinetti (21st)D Bobby Sanguinetti (21st)   
2007 2007 ––   RW Alexei Cherepanov (17th)RW Alexei Cherepanov (17th)   
  

  
21).  New Jersey Devils 21).  New Jersey Devils ––  D Brandon Burlon D Brandon Burlon   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  The Devils organization has always  The Devils organization has always 
done well at drafting and developing homegrown talent but the done well at drafting and developing homegrown talent but the 

well is  running dry.  They nwell is  running dry.  They need to replenish at all three positions but the eed to replenish at all three positions but the 
most glaring hole is  on defense.  The forwards are a group that contains a most glaring hole is  on defense.  The forwards are a group that contains a 
lot of promise but could also very easily produce nothing. The goaltenders lot of promise but could also very easily produce nothing. The goaltenders 
are in need of depth and a few topare in need of depth and a few top -- notch nominees to vie fonotch nominees to vie fo r the job of r  the job of 
eventually replacing an aging Martin Brodeur.eventually replacing an aging Martin Brodeur.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: With the lack of depth and talent at both defense With the lack of depth and talent at both defense 
and in the crease,  New Jersey is  forced to look at who is left on the board and in the crease,  New Jersey is  forced to look at who is left on the board 
and who best fits  into the Devils style.  The draftand who best fits  into the Devils style.  The draft s two top goalies are off s  two top goalies are off 
the board and thinking they can add a quality tender in one of the later the board and thinking they can add a quality tender in one of the later 



rounds so they grab allrounds so they grab all -- purpose defender and University of Michigan purpose defender and University of Michigan 
bound Brandon Burlon.bound Brandon Burlon.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Nicklas BergforsNicklas Bergfors   
Defenseman:Defenseman:   Matt CorrenteMatt Corrente   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Jeff FrazeeJeff Frazee   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   C Zach Parise (17th)C Zach Parise (17th)   
2004 2004 ––   C Travis Zajac (20th)C Travis Zajac (20th)   
2005 2005 ––   C Nicklas Bergfors (23rd)C Nicklas Bergfors (23rd)   
2006 2006 ––   D Matthew Corrente (30th)D Matthew Corrente (30th)   
2007 2007 ––   NONENONE   
  

  
22).  Edmonton (from Anaheim) 22).  Edmonton (from Anaheim) ––  D Colby Robak D Colby Robak   
OrganOrgan izational Summary:izational Summary:  The strength of the Oilers  The strength of the Oilers 
organization’s prospect pool lies in the abundance of quality organization’s prospect pool lies in the abundance of quality 

forward depth.  They lack many top notch offensive forwards but there are forward depth.  They lack many top notch offensive forwards but there are 
a few with potential.  The backend has a stable of solid developing a few with potential.  The backend has a stable of solid developing 
prospectprospect s but they all have limited upsides.  The goalie situation is  solid s but they all have limited upsides.  The goalie situation is  solid 
for now but they should add to this area before it  does become a for now but they should add to this area before it  does become a 
weakness.weakness.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: The organization’s current prospects coming The organization’s current prospects coming 
through the ranks have limited offensive potentiathrough the ranks have limited offensive potentia l from the backend and l from the backend and 
Robak adds a dimension that is  sorely lacking. Offensively he can start Robak adds a dimension that is  sorely lacking. Offensively he can start 
the transition with his breakout passing abilities better than all the rest the transition with his breakout passing abilities better than all the rest 
and immediately moves to the top of the defensive prospect depth chart.and immediately moves to the top of the defensive prospect depth chart.   
The Top ProspThe Top Prosp ects by Positionects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Rob SchrempRob Schremp   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Taylor ChorneyTaylor Chorney   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Jeff DeslauriersJeff Deslauriers   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   C MarcC Marc -- Antoine Pouliot (22nd)Antoine Pouliot (22nd)   
2004 2004 ––   G Devan Dubnyk (14th) & C Rob Schremp (25th)G Devan Dubnyk (14th) & C Rob Schremp (25th)   
2005 2005 ––   C Andrew Cogliano (25th)C Andrew Cogliano (25th)   
2006 2006 ––   NONENONE   
2007 2007 ––   C Sam Gagne (6th) & D Alex Plante (15th) & C Riley Nash (21st)C Sam Gagne (6th) & D Alex Plante (15th) & C Riley Nash (21st)   
  



23).  Washington Capitals 23).  Washington Capitals ––  D Colten Teubert D Colten Teubert   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  Some solid depth and nice talent in  Some solid depth and nice talent in 
the forward prospects of the Washington Capitals are working the forward prospects of the Washington Capitals are working 

their way up the ratheir way up the ranks.  The defense has some depth but could use more nks.  The defense has some depth but could use more 
top talent to draw from. The goaltending of Washington has a good mix of top talent to draw from. The goaltending of Washington has a good mix of 
talent who wil l soon be ready to look at taking over the crease in talent who wil l soon be ready to look at taking over the crease in 
Washington.Washington.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: With all the offensive talent inWith all the offensive talent in  the organization the  the organization the 
Capitals opt for physical stayCapitals opt for physical stay -- atat -- homehome   defender Colten Teubert.  defender Colten Teubert.    
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Eric FehrEric Fehr   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Karl AlznerKarl Alzner   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Semen VarlamovSemen Varlamov   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   RW Eric Fehr (18th)RW Eric Fehr (18th)   
2004 2004 ––   LW AleLW Alex Ovechkin (1st) & D Jeff Schultz (27th) & D Mike Green x Ovechkin (1st) & D Jeff Schultz (27th) & D Mike Green 
(29th)(29th)   
2005 2005 ––   D Sasha Pokulok (14th) & D Joe Finley (27th)D Sasha Pokulok (14th) & D Joe Finley (27th)   
2006 2006 ––   C Nicklas Backstrom (4th) & G Simeon Varlamov (23rd)C Nicklas Backstrom (4th) & G Simeon Varlamov (23rd)   
2007 2007 ––   D Karl Alzner (5th)D Karl Alzner (5th)   
  

  
24).  Minnesota Wild 24).  Minnesota Wild ––  D Jack Gardiner D Jack Gardiner   
OrganizationaOrganizationa l Summary:l Summary:  The Minnesota Wild organization  The Minnesota Wild organization 
has depth all round but they are severely lacking in top talent at has depth all round but they are severely lacking in top talent at 

most positions.  Goaltending is  the only position which can be called most positions.  Goaltending is  the only position which can be called 
solid.  Forwards are comprised of a bunch of potential role players as well solid.  Forwards are comprised of a bunch of potential role players as well 
asas  some boom or bust prospects.  The backend has nothing special and  some boom or bust prospects.  The backend has nothing special and 
could use a major shot in the arm.could use a major shot in the arm.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: The one of the local  kids gets taken by the Wild and The one of the local  kids gets taken by the Wild and 
fills  a pretty large hole in the prospect pool.  They look at Greg Nemisz fills  a pretty large hole in the prospect pool.  They look at Greg Nemisz 
and Lukaand Luka  Sbisa but can’t pass up on the skating, speed and offensive  Sbisa but can’t pass up on the skating, speed and offensive 
potential that Gardiner possesses.potential that Gardiner possesses.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Benoit PouliotBenoit Pouliot   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Shawn BelleShawn Belle   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Anton KhudobinAnton Khudobin   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   



2003 2003 ––   D Brent Burns (20thD Brent Burns (20th ))   
2004 2004 ––   D A.J.  Thelen (12th)D A.J.  Thelen (12th)   
2005 2005 ––   LW Benoit Pouliot (4th)LW Benoit Pouliot (4th)   
2006 2006 ––   C James Sheppard (9th)C James Sheppard (9th)   
2007 2007 ––   RW Colton Gillies (16th)RW Colton Gillies (16th)   
  
  

25).  Montreal Canadiens 25).  Montreal Canadiens ––  RW Greg Nemisz RW Greg Nemisz   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  The Canadiens organization has done  The Canadiens organization has done 
a good job in the past few dra good job in the past few dr afts at getting good value for all of afts  at getting good value for all of 

their picks.  They are somewhat strong in all areas but they should be their picks.  They are somewhat strong in all areas but they should be 
looking too add a sizable forward who could play on the top few lines in a looking too add a sizable forward who could play on the top few lines in a 
few years.  The goaltending pipeline is  another area that needs refew years.  The goaltending pipeline is  another area that needs re -- toolingtooling   
though it has had two very recent graduations in youngsters Carey Price though it has had two very recent graduations in youngsters Carey Price 
and Jaroslav Halak to the Habs roster.and Jaroslav Halak to the Habs roster.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: The Habs are able to address the number one need The Habs are able to address the number one need 
with the selection of big skilled winger Greg Nemisz.  He gives the with the selection of big skilled winger Greg Nemisz.  He gives the 
prospecprospec t pool depth on the right side as well as much needed size.t pool depth on the right side as well as much needed size.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Sergei KostitsynSergei Kostitsyn   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Ryan McDonaghRyan McDonagh   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Carey PriceCarey Price   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   RW Andrei Kostitsyn (10th)RW Andrei Kostitsyn (10th)   
2004 2004 ––   RW Kyle Chipchura (1RW Kyle Chipchura (18th)8th)   
2005 2005 ––   G Carey Price (5th)G Carey Price (5th)   
2006 2006 ––   D David Fischer (20th)D David Fischer (20th)   
2007 2007 ––   D Ryan McDonagh (12th) & RW Max Pacioretty (22nd)D Ryan McDonagh (12th) & RW Max Pacioretty (22nd)   
  
  

26).  Buffalo (from San Jose) 26).  Buffalo (from San Jose) ––  C Mikhail Stefanovich C Mikhail Stefanovich   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  With Josh Bailey another centre  With Josh Bailey another centre 
taken earlier in this drataken earlier in this dra ft,  Buffalo needs to focus on the wing and ft,  Buffalo needs to focus on the wing and 

adding skill and size to both sides.  Goaltending is  an area they will add adding skill and size to both sides.  Goaltending is  an area they will add 
depth to later in the draft and the backend could also use some freshening depth to later in the draft and the backend could also use some freshening 
up with a couple later select ions picks.up with a couple later select ions picks.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: BuBuffalo selects Stefanovich with this pick as they ffalo selects Stefanovich with this pick as they 
see him permanently moving to right wing and being the skilled and big see him permanently moving to right wing and being the skilled and big 



bodied presence they so desperately need coming through the system. The bodied presence they so desperately need coming through the system. The 
Sabres know what areas they need to address and with the availabSabres know what areas they need to address and with the availab le talent le talent 
Stefanovich fits  perfectly with this pick.Stefanovich fits  perfectly with this pick.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Josh BaileyJosh Bailey   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Andrej SekeraAndrej Sekera   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Jhonas EnrothJhonas Enroth   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   RW Thomas Vanek (5th)RW Thomas Vanek (5th)   
2004 2004 ––   RW Drew Stafford (13th)RW Drew Stafford (13th)   
2005 2005 ––   C MaC Marek Zagrapan (13th)rek Zagrapan (13th)   
2006 2006 ––   D Dennis Persson (24th)D Dennis Persson (24th)   
2007 2007 ––   NONENONE   
  

  
27).  Philadelphia Flyers 27).  Philadelphia Flyers ––  G Jacob Markstrom G Jacob Markstrom   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  While the forward ranks are  While the forward ranks are 
somewhat deep, the Flyers could use some highsomewhat deep, the Flyers could use some high -- end skill at the end skill at the 

centre position.  Depth is  alsocentre position.  Depth is  also  an area that is  decent at both defense and  an area that is  decent at both defense and 
the goalie position however true impact potential is  lacking. The prospect the goalie position however true impact potential is  lacking. The prospect 
cupboard wil l have a few years to develop and grow as the NHL team is cupboard wil l have a few years to develop and grow as the NHL team is 
relatively young and wil l not need replacing for a few more years.relatively young and wil l not need replacing for a few more years.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: With many mediocre prospects at this position and With many mediocre prospects at this position and 
no true potential No.1 to take the reins in a few years the selection of no true potential No.1 to take the reins in a few years the selection of 
Markstrom is a strong pick for the future of the organizat ion. They would Markstrom is a strong pick for the future of the organizat ion. They would 
also look at the defenders available balso look at the defenders available but ul timately go with the best ut ul timately go with the best 
available for there needs.available for there needs.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: James vanRiemsdykJames vanRiemsdyk   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Ryan ParentRyan Parent   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Jakub KovarJakub Kovar   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   C Jeff Carter (11th) & C Mike Richards (24th)C Jeff Carter (11th) & C Mike Richards (24th)   
2004 2004 ––   NONENONE   
2005 2005 ––   C Steve Downie (29th)C Steve Downie (29th)   
2006 2006 ––   LW Claude Giroux (22nd)LW Claude Giroux (22nd)   
2007 2007 ––   RW James vanRiemsdyk (2nd)RW James vanRiemsdyk (2nd)   
  



28).  Los Angeles (from Dallas) 28).  Los Angeles (from Dallas) ––  C Mitch Wahl C Mitch Wahl   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  Overall,  Los Angeles has a full  Overall,  Los Angeles has a full 
stable of quality prospects in the system and has no majostable of quality prospects in the system and has no majo r hole r hole 

to fill .  The defense position has been helped with the selection of to fill .  The defense position has been helped with the selection of 
Doughty but could use another top talent to solidify the position.  The Doughty but could use another top talent to solidify the position.  The 
goalie position could use a replacement with the likely graduation of goalie position could use a replacement with the likely graduation of 
Bernier this upcoming season. The forwarBernier this upcoming season. The forwar d ranks could use a few highly d ranks could use a few highly 
skilled prospects.skilled prospects.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: LA takes a playmaking centre and local product in LA takes a playmaking centre and local product in 
Wahl which helps an area that they are somewhat lacking in.  They look at Wahl which helps an area that they are somewhat lacking in.  They look at 
some of the talent available in goal but decide that they can some of the talent available in goal but decide that they can pickpick -- up a up a 
talented prospect at that position later in the draft.talented prospect at that position later in the draft.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Trevor LewisTrevor Lewis   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Drew DoughtyDrew Doughty   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Jonathan BernierJonathan Bernier   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   RW Dustin Brown (13th) & C Brian Boyle (26th) & CRW Dustin Brown (13th) & C Brian Boyle (26th) & C  Jeff  Jeff 
Tambellini (27th)Tambellini (27th)   
2004 2004 ––   LW Lauri Tukonen (11th)LW Lauri Tukonen (11th)   
2005 2005 ––   C Anze Kopitar (11th)C Anze Kopitar (11th)   
2006 2006 ––   G Jonathan Bernier (11th) & C Trevor Lewis (17th)G Jonathan Bernier (11th) & C Trevor Lewis (17th)   
2007 2007 ––   D Thomas Hickey (4th)D Thomas Hickey (4th)   
  

  
29).  Atlanta (from Pittsburgh) 29).  Atlanta (from Pittsburgh) ––  D Luca Sbisa D Luca Sbisa   
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  The weakest p The weakest part of the Atlanta art of the Atlanta 
organization has been on the backend and they added a potential organization has been on the backend and they added a potential 

top four future fixture in Bogosian but that alone is  not enough. The top four future fixture in Bogosian but that alone is  not enough. The 
forwards have a good mix of size and skil l and the depth is  adequate forwards have a good mix of size and skil l and the depth is  adequate 
although not overly strong. The goalthough not overly strong. The goaltender situation is  decent as they altender situation is  decent as they 
have a very good prospect in Ondrej Pavelec in the minors and a young have a very good prospect in Ondrej Pavelec in the minors and a young 
starting No.1 already in the NHL.starting No.1 already in the NHL.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: With the earlier selection of Bogosian and now With the earlier selection of Bogosian and now 
Sbisa,  the Thrashers have taken a huge leap in Sbisa,  the Thrashers have taken a huge leap in the effort to reconstruct the the effort to reconstruct the 
backend for the future.  They will now look to the forward position and backend for the future.  They will now look to the forward position and 
address the lack of size and physical play with most of the remaining address the lack of size and physical play with most of the remaining 
picks.picks.   



The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
 Forward:  Forward: Bryan LittleBryan Little   
Defenseman: Defenseman: Zach BogosianZach Bogosian   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Ondrej PavelecOndrej Pavelec   
Last Five First Round Picks:Last Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   D Braydon Coburn (8th)D Braydon Coburn (8th)   
2004 2004 ––   D Boris Valabik (10th)D Boris Valabik (10th)   
2005 2005 ––   C Alex Bourret (16th)C Alex Bourret (16th)   
2006 2006 ––   C Brian Little(12th)C Brian Little(12th)   
2007 2007 ––   NONENONE   
  
  

30).  Detroit Red Wings 30).  Detroit Red Wings ––  D Tyler Cuma D Tyler Cuma  
Organizational Summary:Organizational Summary:  With  With decent overall depth and some decent overall depth and some 
decent talent coming through the ranks at all three forward decent talent coming through the ranks at all three forward 

positions Detroit can select the best available player.  They would be wel l positions Detroit can select the best available player.  They would be wel l 
server to add a couple blueserver to add a couple blue -- chip forwards.  Size at both forward and chip forwards.  Size at both forward and 
defense is  an area thatdefense is  an area that  they would also like to address. they would also like to address.   
Reason for the Pick: Reason for the Pick: They will be looking to add one or possibly two They will be looking to add one or possibly two 
goaltenders to the organization in this draft but with the top group already goaltenders to the organization in this draft but with the top group already 
gone they look to deal the pick for a second and third later in the draft gone they look to deal the pick for a second and third later in the draft 
whwhere they think their targeted goalie sits .  With a trade not in the cards ere they think their targeted goalie sits .  With a trade not in the cards 
they look to add the best available which is  the nonthey look to add the best available which is  the non-- flashy but effective flashy but effective 
Cuma.Cuma.   
The Top Prospects by PositionThe Top Prospects by Position   
Forward: Forward: Darren HelmDarren Helm  
Defenseman: Defenseman: Jakub KindlJakub Kindl   
Goaltender: Goaltender: Jimmy HowardJimmy Howard   
LasLas t Five First Round Picks:t Five First Round Picks:   
2003 2003 ––   NONENONE   
2004 2004 ––   NONENONE   
2005 2005 ––   D Jakub Kindl (19th)D Jakub Kindl (19th)   
2006 2006 ––   NONENONE   
2007 2007 ––   D Brendan Smith (27th)D Brendan Smith (27th)   
  
  
 



  
From Across The PondFrom Across The Pond  
A Look at the RussiansA Look at the Russians  
By Alessandro Seren RossoBy Alessandro Seren Rosso  
RussianProspects.comRussianProspects.com  
 
Despite being one of the global 
leaders in producing of hockey 
talent, there has been a significant 
drop in Russian players drafted into 
the world’s best league, the NHL. 
Surely this is not the right place to 
discuss the causes or to comment 
about FHR’s reluctance towards 
signing the transfer agreement 
between the NHL and IIHF.  
 
We can, however, still discuss the 
previous and future drafts. The 2004 
draft, the year of Alexander 
Ovechkin – Evgeni Malkin 
sensational one-two, saw 22 
Russian-trained players and others 
who have played a significant part of 
their early careers in the different 
Russian leagues being drafted to the 
NHL.  
 
A year later, 10 less players were 
drafted. In the 2006 draft the 
Russian contingent was made up of 
15 players plus Latvian Arturs Kulda, 
who spent two years in the CSKA 
Moscow’s system.  
 
In 2007, only nine players seemed to 
have a future in the National Hockey 
League.  
 

In 2008, similarly to prior drafts, 
Russia presents a good number of 
high touted prospects as usual. 
 
The Filatov Factor… 
 
The obvious top prospect for the 
2008 Entry Draft in Ottawa is 
CSKA’s left wing Nikita Filatov. 
Skilled and quick, Filatov’s a 
technique player who can also play 
the more physical-oriented North 
American style due to his balance 
and desire to succeed.  
 
The recent fiasco in Under-18 WC 
played at home soil has not hurt his 
stock; he is simply too good to have 
his chances ruined by a bad 
performance. His recent declarations 
from his sports.ru blog of spending 
next year in North America made 
him even further attractive pick and 
an extremely intriguing prospect for 
any NHL team who can draft with 
one of the first 10 picks. 
 
The 1990 born CSKA star has 
scored 72 goals in two years in the 
Moscow Open Championship in the 
2004-05 and 2005-06 seasons. In 
the last two years Filatov won the 
Russian Club Championship for 
Youngsters with the CSKA. He was 



also called for the regional finals and 
his team Moscow won the title hands 
down.  
 
In 2006-07 he started gaining fame 
because of his strong play with the 
national team. He played in many 
tournaments with team Russia 
Under-17 and Under-18, winning the 
Four Nations tournament in Ann 
Harbor, MI. Filatov scored the game-
tying goal less than three minutes 
before the final buzzer. Later on he 
clinched the gold medal at the World 
Under-18 in Finland, where he 
scored nine points in seven games. 
 
In the current season he made 
further strides in his career. Filatov, 
the captain of the U-18 National 
team and a valuable member of the 
Russian U-20 team, played in a key 
role in the World Junior 
Championships in Czech Republic, 
where he posted more than a point-
per-game playing in the second line 
with New York Rangers prospect 
Alexei Cherepanov and Metallurg 
Magnitogorsk’s Maksim Mamin.  
 
What does make of him such a 
special prospect? His technique, 
speed and vision are top notch. 
However, many Russian players 
typically excel in these aspects of the 
game. His suitability to NHL-style 
hockey surely is probably the key 
difference between him and his 
country mates. Filatov has also 
shown defensive responsibility and 
commitment in the neutral zone. On 
the top of that, opposite to many 
other Russians, including Malkin, he 
is already fluent in English. 
 
And Silver Medal… 

 
For the Russian second best position 
it’s a toss between two players: 
Vyacheslav Voinov and Kirill Petrov, 
who both started their pro careers at 
a young age. They became RSL 
regulars in season 2006-07, at only 
16 years of age, and have enjoyed a 
good start for their pro careers. 
 
Vyacheslav Voinov is 
RussianProspects.com pick as the 
second best player from the Russian 
Federation. The five-foot-11, 176-
pound 18-year-old defender hailing 
from Chelyabinsk has created a buzz 
after being called for the 2007 World 
Junior Championship as underager. 
He did quite well, despite the stats 
tell that he scored only one point in 
six games. The following spring he 
won the gold medal at the WC 
Under-18 in Finland, where he 
posted one assist in the gold-medal 
game against the USA, finishing the 
tournament tied at second among 
the defensemen scoring leaders with 
five points in seven matches.  
 
Voinov is an experienced player 
considering his age, due to the fact 
that he started playing international 
hockey at high level really at young 
age. Probably the most improved 
player of the season in this crop of 
prospects, Voinov combines a strong 
two-way game with an intelligent 
reading of the game and an 
interesting size that allows him to be 
efficient in bodychecking. He’s not 
big, but he takes hits and hits back 
as well. He can play shorthanded, or 
on point on powerplay. He reads the 
game well, which makes him an 
efficient point man who can 



anticipate when to skate towards the 
net.  
 
He also possesses an above 
average one-time shot, his main 
weapon while playing with the man 
advantage, but his slapshot could be 
stronger. He has already played in 
his club’s first line, which can be 
considered a sign trust by the head 
coach Andrei Nazarov.  
 
At the last U-18 World Championship 
he has been included in the media 
All-Star Team. As an offensive 
defenseman with interesting ceiling 
he has good chances to be picked 
fairly high. 
 
Petrov of Ak Bars Kazan is equally 
as dangerous in another position. 
Like Voinov, he started his RSL 
career at only 16 years of age, with 
excellent results. Playing constantly 
on third and fourth lines, sometimes 
sided with other youngsters and 
sometimes iced with veterans like 
Sergei Zinoviev, he has recorded 14 
points in 67 matches. He is a career 
plus-7, a stat that confirms his value. 
 
Petrov, good in size and a 
technically sound winger, is a player 
who often plays like a veteran. He’s 
not afraid to play through traffic and 
to hit the other players in the neutral 
zone, but he prefers to play a more 
finesse style of hockey. He is also a 
good skater with an interesting 
speed. Similarly to other Russians, 
his main weapons are his 
stickhandling and skating, but he 
adds to the Russian game some grit 
that never hurts. 
 

The weak point of his offensive play 
is probably his passing game. In the 
RSL matches he had some 
turnovers due to his sometimes bad 
selection of passes. He can deliver 
the puck in the offensive zone, but 
he must improve in this area 
especially regarding the 
understanding of the game. He tends 
to display his lack of experience 
every now and then. He also tends 
to stand still in the defensive zone, 
waiting for the puck to get forward to 
start a new offensive rush as many 
youngsters do, but this is another 
thing that will be fixed with some 
more experience. He played a 
significant role in the last U-18 WC 
played in front of the crowd of his 
home town of Kazan, but he never 
seemed to be burdened by the 
pressure of being the home town 
idol. In the tournament he played 
better than Filatov, skating in the first 
line with Nikita himself and Andrei 
Loktionov and his seven points in six 
games, including five goals, were 
good enough to be included in the 
All-Star team of the tournament. 
 
The young right winger has been a 
bit up and down in the pre-draft 
ranking, but his skill set is first round 
material. He could be chosen in the 
first half of the second round. 
 
And The Rest… 
 
After Filatov, Voinov and Petrov we 
can put roughly on the same level 
other three prospects: Viktor 
Tikhonov, Evgeni Grachev and 
Dmitri Kugryshev. 
 
Tikhonov is a 1988 born who was 
surprisingly passed over twice in the 



last two drafts. Despite participating 
at the NHL draft combine last 
season, no one drafted the grandson 
of the famous coach Viktor Tikhonov, 
a legend of the old Soviet hockey. 
 
As demonstrated in the last WJC, 
where he was recognized as best 
forward of the tournament, being 
included in the All-Star team scoring 
seven points in seven games. 
 
To some extent, Tikhonov can be 
compared to Filatov: he wants hardly 
to play in the NHL the next season 
and he’s already fluent in English. 
He even prefers English over 
Russian as he spent his youth in 
America, where his father worked for 
the San Jose Sharks. 
 
A flashy winger, he is another player 
who likes to use good skating and 
strong technique to get by his 
opponent in one-on-one situations. 
He has several ways to beat his 
man, including a fair share of fancy 
moves. He is an exciting player to 
watch, and plays an entertaining 
style of hockey. Playing solidly the 
off-wing, he sees the ice well and 
has the motivation to excel at high 
level. His defensive play could be 
improved, but he’s not scared to 
work hard to improve. He’s mentally 
solid and tough. 
 
Being a bit older than other 
prospects he already demonstrated 
to be effective in the pro leagues as 
well. He skated for the 2005-06 for 
Russian high league team HC 
Dmitrov posting 14 points in 36 
matches. The following season he 
moved to Severstal Cherepovets and 
in two seasons he amassed a solid 

amount of 13 points in 55 games. He 
definitely has the potential to be at 
least an NHL regular. 
 
Grachev is another type of player. A 
good-sized, playmaking centre, he is 
a product of the Lokomotiv Yaroslavl 
hockey school. The first thing one 
notices is that he doesn’t have 
obvious holes in his game. Grachev 
plays intelligently, exploiting his 
reading skills to either pass the puck 
or skate to get a better position to be 
dangerous. Grachev isn’t a one-way 
player, either. He commits hard in 
the neutral and defensive zones, not 
being afraid to throw the body. That 
said, he’s not a defensive player and 
he should play a more aggressive 
style as he has the size to do it. 
 
If his main weapons are the reading 
of the play, his passing game and his 
smooth skating, one can’t say the 
same for the physical play and for 
face-offs. He is yet to have a 
significant role in the Russian 
Superleague, but he played an 
excellent WC Under-18 in April, 
where he recorded five points in six 
games, scoring a true beauty against 
Canada in the round robin when he 
deked out two opponents before 
putting it top shelf for the game 
winning goal. He was then named 
best player of the game for Russia.  
 
Grachev has the potential to become 
a second line center in the National 
Hockey League. 
 
A teammate of the highly anticipated 
Filatov, Kugryshev was a member of 
the Russian WJC contingent that 
won the bronze medal. In the Czech 
Republic, he wasn’t a big part of the 



team as he probably felt a bit the 
pressure, but in any case he 
amassed four points in the 
tournament, mostly in the preliminary 
round. Kugryshev was expected to 
be a leader in the WC Under-18, but 
he suffered a serious shoulder injury 
that limited him to three games. 
 
His play is a bit different than your 
prototypical Russian forward. He 
plays a lot on the boards and is very 
effective in the traffic. He’s very 
strong on skates and plays with grit 
and passion. Kugryshev’s playing 
style is suitable to North America 
and many teams could be interested 
in drafting him, also because of his 
ceiling.  
 
Chudinov from Severstal 
Cherepovets is another young 
Russian who has his fair chance of 
being drafted as well. He is well 
known to the North American 
audience because of his games 
played with Russian National team. 
He’s a good two-way defenseman 
with a knock for the physical play. He 
likes to hit and can play aggressive 
in the own end. Chudinov has big 
improvement margins, especially in 
the offensive side. 
 
Also Khimik’s duo of Anton Lazarev 
and Pavel Chernov must be taken 
into consideration. 
Lazarev is a technically sound right 
winger with nose for the net. With his 
skating and stickhandling, he is an 
entertaining player to watch. Like 
many youngsters, Chernov tends to 
stands up in the own third, waiting 
for a new offensive rush and so he 
must work on his defensive game. 
 

Chernov is a hard working centre 
from Belarus who came in Russia at 
tender age, starting to play in 
Spartak Moscow’s system. He 
already has the necessary strength 
to be effective at pro level and is 
really effective on the boards. Gifted 
with good hands and a quick brain, 
he needs to work out on his skating. 
He plays aggressively and never 
gives up, displaying an interesting 
mental strength. 
 
The Sleepers… 
 
Many other players could be 
considered sleepers, but we will take 
in consideration a strict number of 
them. One is surely Maksim Trunev 
from Severstal Cherepovets. The 
flashy winger wasn’t part of the WC 
Under-18 roster and this surely has 
hurt his stock before the draft. As 
said, he’s a player quick on his 
skates, with enough technique to 
make some people turning head. He 
has great hands and excellent 
offensive skills, but needs to learn to 
don’t overplay the puck. He tends to 
keep it too much on the stick, 
ignoring a bit his line mates. 
Curiously he is almost  
 
Another player that hasn’t cause too 
much of discussion for the upcoming 
draft is the underrated Under-20 
captain Evgeni Kurbatov. A good 
sized, defensive defenseman, he is a 
player capable of playing well in all 
situations. He tries to play 
aggressive and physically in his own 
end, leaving little room to the 
opponents. He’s not a point producer 
and can improve in the passing area, 
but in the last WJC he showed some 
good instincts in the offensive zone 



too. The Avangard player has all the 
tools to become a regular NHL 
calibre defensive defenseman. 
 
Many other players have a shot at 
the next NHL draft including forwards 
Andrei Loktionov and Sergei 
Ostapchuk, defenders Dmitri 
Kostromitin and Bogdan Kiselevich, 
goalkeepers Stanislav Galimov and 
Sergei Bobrovsky. 

 
What their draft fate holds remains to 
be seen. 

  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



  

“From the Diary of …”“From the Diary of …”  
Camrose Kodiak forward Camrose Kodiak forward   
Joe Colborne.Joe Colborne.   
By Dan Stewar tBy Dan Stewar t   

  
  
Joe Colborne was born on January 
30th 1990 in Calgary Alberta to 
proud parents Paul and Jan 
Colborne. The second youngest 
child of four children, he has been 
blessed to have felt the support of 
both parents throughout his life. 
Whether it was time spent cheering 
Joe on as he played or coaching him 
as his father did for six seasons, they 
have been a strong foundation on 
which he has been able to depend 
upon.  
 
As Joe puts it, “My parents have 
always supported my dreams from a 
young age, sacrificing countless 
amounts of their time, energy and 
money. If not for them I would not be 
where I am today.” Not only has he 
received support but also a good set 
of morals and a solid work ethic as 
well. 
 
Colborne knew he loved the game of 
hockey when he used to shoot pucks 
at his father in the basement of the 
family home when he was just a 
toddler. He started skating the next 
year and by the age of four was 
playing organized hockey with Tyke 
hockey in Springbank, AB.  
 
“To me hockey was always the best 
part of my day and my parents 
helped me maintain that throughout 
my career.” Joe said.  

 
Joe attended Midget AAA for Notre 
Dame College in Wilcox, SK. where 
he played for one season. When 
time came for his Western Hockey 
League draft year, Joe was pumped 
and was hopeful to hear that he had 
been drafted to play Major Junior 
and the game he loves. At that time 
Colborne was still very small and 
went unselected, a major 
disappointment for the young man.  
 
“(It) was one of the worst moments in 
my hockey career, yet it was also an 
important moment as it provided 
inspiration for me.” Joe admitted.  
 
Soon after the disappointment 
subsided Colborne decided to join 
the Camrose Kodiaks of the AJHL 
and play for a year before re-
examining his options. Joe instantly 
felt comfortable with the Kodiaks and 
with his billets, the Walsh’s, who 
treated him like family from day one. 
 
During that time, Tri-City of the WHL 
had secured his rights but by then 
Joe had decided to return to 
Camrose for his draft year and look 
towards the NCAA route. While with 
the Kodiaks organization, his game 
and physical size grew by leaps and 
bounds. Camrose coach Boris 
Rybalka offered this insight of Joe’s 



progression since he has been with 
the team.  
 
“Joe has developed over the last two 
years into a complete player. He has 
learnt how to play on both sides of 
the puck. He takes pride in off-ice 
training and making himself a better 
player and doing what it takes to 
become that better player. Joe is the 
first to the rink and also he is one of 
the last to leave as he puts in extra 
time after practice working on his 
individual skills.”  
 
Colborne who has accepted a 
scholarship to the University of 
Denver, returned the kind words.  
 
“In my two years in Camrose he has 
transformed the way I play and 
allowed me to grow physically, 
mentally and with confidence. I feel 
that I have grown so much both as a 
person and player thanks to 
(Rybalka).” 
 
Colborne, who was named the 
Canadian Junior "A" player of the 
year recently lost in the final of the 
RBC Cup for the second consecutive 
season after winning the AJHL 
playoffs and the Doyle Cup.  
 
“This season has had many 
highlights from the World Junior A 
Challenge Gold Medal, to the CJAHL 
Prospects Game to winning the 
AJHL Playoffs and being awarded 
the Playoff MVP, to winning the 
Doyle Cup.” 
 
Some around the scouting 
community have ventured to say that 

Colborne, who is also very involved 
in the Camrose community, does not 
play to his full potential and lacks 
drive.  
 
The reason they give is because of 
family wealth and that he is used to 
having things handed to him as a 
privileged child. Joe simply 
disagrees. 
 
“I understand that people will always 
look for certain parts of your game to 
criticize and that if you worry about 
what some people say about you 
that you will crumble. I have 
complete confidence in myself and 
my abilities and can only look to 
prove (myself) to others by playing 
my game.” 
 
Colborne, who models his game 
after NHL players Joe Thornton, 
Vincent Lecavalier and Jason 
Spezza, keeps everything – 
including the draft - in perspective.  
 
“My coach offered me some great 
advice in saying that if you aim to 
please every person or scout; your 
game will falter as you are not 
concentrating on what is important. 
He said to just go out and play to the 
best of my ability and allow others to 
worry about everything else. My 
coaches, teammates and parents 
have been vital in helping me.”  
 
Joe has not yet decided on whether 
or not he will be attending the draft in 
Ottawa but if he does he will be 
bringing those who have been his 
most supportive figures and there 
from day one, his parents. 

  
  



  

“From the Diary of …”“From the Diary of …”  
Swift Current Bronco Swift Current Bronco   
Geordie Wudrick.Geordie Wudrick.   
By Dan Stewar tBy Dan Stewar t   

  
  
  Geordie Wudrick first laced up a 
pair of skates at the age of three 
when he would go to public skating 
with his parents at the local ice rink. 
At the age of four he could be found 
playing organized hockey with the 
Pond Puppies in Squamish, BC.  
 
From the time he was born in New 
Westminster, BC his family moved 
around a lot. His mother Maureen 
would move with Geordie while 
playing Peewee and Midget hockey. 
When it looked like Geordie would 
be staying put for a while his father, 
Lindsay, and older sister, Kendra, 
moved from the family home in 
Abbotsford, BC to Swift Current, SK. 
finally reuniting the family.  
 
Wudrick appreciates all the support 
his family has given him to be able to 
follow his dreams.  
 
“I really feel that sacrifices like the 
ones my family made in the past few 
years, and even my whole life have 
really benefited me more than 
anything else, and it has made me 
want to work harder to show my 
whole family how much I appreciated 
all they have done for me,” he said.  
 
Needless to say, he gives a lot of 
credit to both his parents for helping 
him develop not only as a hockey 
player but more so for the good 

values and solid work ethic they 
instilled in him. 
 
After a decent rookie season with the 
Broncos, Wudrick was expecting big 
things with Swift Current.  
 
“I was expecting to have a 
successful season, team wise and 
personally. Considering some of the 
challenges I had to face this year, 
away from the ice, I feel I had a 
successful season, and I think when 
looking back at the times at the start 
of the season and the second half, I 
played a very strong and dominant 
game, the way I know I am capable 
of.” Wudrick said.  
 
Broncos assistant coach Tim Kehler 
describes Geordie and his play as a 
“prototypical power forward.”  
 
“He is a big bodied athlete that 
skates well and is at his best when 
he is driving the net and being 
aggressive on the forecheck,” Kehler 
described. “What separates Geordie 
from most big men however, are his 
soft hands around the net. He can 
score in many different ways - off the 
rush, in tight, or off the cycle. This 
gives Geordie a dimension that 
makes him very tough to handle for 
opposing defenders.” 
 
While he did not put up the 



production he had hoped for, 
Wudrick did rather well considering 
the tragedy that befell him early in 
his season.  
 
“After having a really hot start to the 
season, my life was struck with a 
devastating tragedy when my best 
friend passed away in a tragic car 
accident on the morning of 
November 20, 2007. This was the 
hardest challenge that I have ever 
faced in my life and it was very hard 
to concentrate on and off the ice.” He 
admitted.  
 
This tragic loss of his best friend 
pushed him to try and use hockey as 
an escape from the pain but with not 
really dealing with his grief his play 
started to tumble.  
 
“It seemed that the rink was the only 
place to escape for myself, and I was 
playing with more passion then I 
ever had, but it seemed that my 
energy and focus levels could just 
not overcome the trauma of losing 
my best friend. My play was starting 
to go down, my point production was 
falling, and my marks in school were 
hurting as well. After having time to 
mourn and rejuvenate my body and 

mind over the Christmas break, I 
could tell that my intensity had 
picked up greatly and I was starting 
to play great again.”  
 
“With a new mind set, that I would 
play every shift and game for my 
buddy, I started to have the success 
I did earlier in the season.” Wudrick 
did just that, as he finished the year 
off with some inspired play and 
helped his team advance to the 
second round of the WHL playoffs 
before being eliminated by the 
Calgary Hitmen in six games.  
 
Wudrick, who lists Dany Heatly as 
his favorite NHL player, is looking 
forward to the draft, which he plans 
on attending with his father and 
agent Kevin Epp of Titan Sports 
Management.  
 
“I'm not stressing out too much about 
where or who I get drafted by, I just 
know that those few days in June 
you won't be able to see me without 
a big smile on my face,” said 
Wudrick. “I know that what ever 
happens there I will be honored and 
excited no matter where I go.”  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



  

“From the Diary of …”“From the Diary of …”  
Windsor Spitfire forward Windsor Spitfire forward   
Joshua Bailey.Joshua Bailey.   
By Dan Stewar tBy Dan Stewar t   

  
  
Joshua Bailey was born in Oshawa, 
ON. on October 2nd 1989 to proud 
parents Chris and Donna. Chris 
started his eldest son skating at two 
and a half years of age and Josh has 
enjoyed the continued support of 
both his parents throughout his 
young hockey career. At the age of 
nine Josh and his family moved to 
Bowmanville, ON. where they 
currently reside. 
 
When time came for the 2005 OHL 
Priority Draft Bailey said he had no 
expectations of where he would go.  
 
“I was pretty nervous and excited at 
the same time and really had no idea 
that Owen Sound was interested in 
taking me. When they (selected me 
at 19th overall) it was an awesome 
feeling to see my name come up on 
the screen.”  
 
His first season in the OHL was with 
the team which drafted him and he 
was blessed in that the club was not 
deep and needed the rookie to play 
a lot of minutes. This early work load 
has helped accelerate his 
development into the force he has 
become. After a productive rookie 
season and during his sophomore 
year Bailey was traded to a very 
young Windsor team where he has 
been the go to offensive force since 
his arrival. 

 
February 18th, 2008 will be a day 
that Bailey and the rest of his Spitfire 
teammates will never forget. That 
morning while hosting some friends 
from the team for breakfast at his 
parents Tecumseh home, Spitfire 
captain and local product Mickey 
Renaud collapsed and died. The 
shock was evident around the team 
and Windsor area that a kid with no 
prior health issues was gone so 
suddenly.  
 
“Going through such a thing with 
losing your captain and one of your 
best friends who was such a great 
guy was definitely the hardest thing 
our team and me personally have 
ever faced. It was an absolute shock 
and there isn't a day that goes by 
that (our team will not) be thinking 
about him.”  
 
After some time of grieving in which 
a few games were cancelled the 
Spitfire team went on a hot streak to 
finish out the season. 
 
The two-way forward, who is seen as 
a first round pick for the upcoming 
NHL Entry Draft, did not expect to 
have such a successful season both 
personally and as a team but they 
earned it through hard work and 
determination.  
 



Playing under former NHL players 
such as head coach Bob Boughner 
and general manager Warren Rychel 
makes the learning curve a little 
steeper as they can share 
experiences and the team wants to 
play for them.  
 
“Playing for Bob is great (because) 
he is a player’s coach who you want 
to go out and give it your all for every 
shift.”  
 
Boughner had no problem 
reciprocating any positive comments 
about his star. 
 
“Joshua has been an offensive 
catalyst for our hockey club since we 
have acquired him and he has 
excellent vision and awareness,” 
Boughner said. “He’s a playmaking 
centre that makes his teammates 
better. His smarts and hockey sense 
also enabled him to play on our 
team’s penalty killing unit and 
against the opposing team’s top 
lines.”  
 
The Spitfires finished out the season 
with a first round loss to the Sarnia 
Sting in the OHL playoffs but just 

getting to the postseason with such a 
young team and through such 
tragedy was a great feat in itself. 
 
Undoubtedly, this season was key in 
the development of Bailey, as he 
looks forward to the NHL Entry Draft 
in Ottawa, which he will be in 
attendance with his family. 
 
The draft is just a stepping stone to a 
long and budding professional 
career, according to Boughner.  
 
“Joshua has a great attitude and is 
one of our leaders on and off the ice. 
At the pro level, I see Joshua being a 
top six forward and a solid two-way 
center.”  
 
Bailey plans on rewarding whichever 
team drafts him. 
 
“I think as an NHL player I could be a 
good second line center. It’s tough to 
say because the NHL is still far 
away”.  
 
Joshua Bailey is about to take one 
giant step closer when he is selected 
by an NHL franchise later this month 
in Ottawa. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



  

“From th“From the Diary of …”e Diary of …”  
Moncton Wildcats blueliner Moncton Wildcats blueliner   
Mark Barberio.Mark Barberio.   
By Dan Stewar tBy Dan Stewar t   

  
  
Growing up on the west island 
portion of Montreal, Mark Barberio 
first started skating at the tender age 
of four before joining the Lakeshore 
Minor Hockey Association at five, 
where he continued to play his 
hockey until Bantam.  
 
Like many prospects that get to the 
level that Mark is at, support from 
family and direction from coaches is 
important and Mark is thankful for 
both.  
 
“I was definitely lucky enough to 
have parents who dedicated so 
much time and effort into my hockey, 
and they are certainly the reason 
why I am still playing hockey at a 
competitive level,” Barberio said. 
“While my parents were very 
dedicated, I also had an amazing 
opportunity to play for many great 
coaches.”  
 
Before opting for Major Junior, 
Barberio had some options as to 
where he could play and develop his 
game but ultimately chose the 
Quebec Major Junior League.  
 
“Before deciding that I wanted to 
proceed to play in the QMJHL, I had 
options to go to prep schools in the 
US. My parents had explained to me 
that they thought going to the US 
would be the best option for me but I 

personally felt that I would progress 
my hockey ability much quicker in 
the QMJHL, and my parents had told 
me from the start that they were 
supportive of what ever decision I 
was going to make.”  
 
He was taken with the 12th pick by 
Cape Breton which was exciting for 
two reasons, according to Mark.  
 
“Firstly because I knew that I would 
be able to pursue my studies in 
English, and secondly I knew that I 
might have gotten a chance to play 
with players such as James 
Sheppard and Ondrej Pavelec.”  
 
Mark’s environment would soon 
change as he would be traded to 
Moncton in a deal Cape Breton used 
to attain the late Luc Bourdon.  
 
“Although it was tough at first, I knew 
that I was going to a place like 
Moncton, which had an amazing 
reputation for being one of the best 
organizations in all of the CHL” said 
Mark.  
 
Coming into this year Mark had no 
high expectations for himself but as it 
turned out he soon became the top 
defender playing big minutes on a 
young Wildcats squad.  
 



“I personally felt that I responded 
well to being put into big minute roles 
at a young age and I was definitely 
pleased with the season that I had” 
said Barberio.  
 
Moncton head coach Danny Flynn 
echoed Barberio’s thoughts.  
 
“Mark has made a real solid 
progression this year. He has had 
more minutes played than any 17-
year-old defender in this league. He 
has played against the opponent’s 
top lines on powerplays and penalty 
kills. He is mature, intelligent with 
good leadership skills. Like any 
young defenseman, he needs time to 
polish up his game, but I think he 
has a chance to be a real solid pro." 
 
The next step to becoming a pro will 
happen for Barberio in Ottawa at the 
2008 NHL Entry Draft. While a big 
step in any young player’s career, 
Mark isn’t stressing over the day just 
yet. 
 

 “I personally don’t feel too much 
pressure about it because the draft 
isn’t the end of my hockey journey; it 
is a whole new beginning. It is also a 
source of extra motivation to work 
harder in the gym and on the ice in 
order to be in the best shape as I 
can possibly be by the time a team is 
willing to pick me as a part of their 
organization.”  
 
“I personally don’t have any 
expectations, I know that whether I 
will be drafted or not, I will still have 
to keep working hard in order to 
make myself the best possible player 
that I can be” Mark said.  
 
It would be hard to imagine a 
prospect with such potential being 
passed over, which is why Barberio 
can expect to hear his name called 
in Ottawa. 

  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  



  

  
An Insiders look at An Insiders look at   
TSN Hockey Insider Bob McKenzie.TSN Hockey Insider Bob McKenzie.   
By Dan Stewar tBy Dan Stewar t   

  
  
The NHL’s Annual Entry Draft is an 
event filled with nervous hope for the 
young men who are awaiting their 
names to be called out and hope for 
the future for the NHL organizations 
there to select these young men.  
 
One figure has been a fixture at the 
NHL Draft proceedings for almost 30 
years and witnessed many 
memorable moments as both a fan 
as well as a journalist – Bob 
McKenzie. 
 
Just as any Canadian youngster 
growing up, McKenzie played minor 
hockey growing up. He had his 
hockey heroes growing up and 
dreams of Stanley Cup glory just as 
many other Canadian boys have. As 
it would turn out his calling would 
never allow him to hoist the cup over 
his head but he would have a 
successful career in relation to the 
sport he loved. 
 
Bob started his journalism career in 
1979 covering the Ontario Hockey 
Leagues Soo Greyhounds for the 
Sault Star after graduating from 
Ryerson University. After leaving his 
duties in Sault St. Marie, Ontario he 
returned home to Toronto where he 
worked as a freelance reporter for a 
year.  
 

In 1982 and at the age of 25, 
McKenzie was named editor in chief 
at The Hockey News, a post he 
served for nine years. He then 
moved on to the Toronto Star where 
he worked as their hockey columnist 
for six years prior to returning to The 
Hockey News as assistant editor for 
three more years. It was after this 
that McKenzie threw his hat into the 
broadcasting field. 
 
Bob has always had a strong 
connection to the draft since his days 
covering the Greyhounds and was 
responsible for The Hockey News 
publication of the Draft Preview issue 
which they publish each year.  
 
This draft knowledge and interest 
carried over to TSN when Bob 
walked away from The Hockey News 
for the second time. With his insight 
and cultivated hockey contacts, 
McKenzie has become one of the 
most respected draft insiders in the 
business.  
 
 “It’s a lot of work to try to stay 
current on each year’s crop of 
prospects because I have so many 
other responsibilities in covering the 
NHL game, but I still enjoy it a great 
deal and it’s become a big part of 
what I do and I don’t see that 
changing any time soon.” 



 
McKenzie first stepped on the floor 
at the 1980 NHL Entry Draft at the 
legendary Montreal Forum, 
witnessing the Canadiens select 
Doug Wickenheiser first overall.  
 
That would be the first of many 
selections McKenzie would witness. 
Perhaps none was more memorable 
for the ‘hockey insider’ than 1984. 
 
In his hometown, Mario Lemieux 
refused to put on the sweater of 
Pittsburgh Penguins who just 
selected him first overall. That same 
year the host Montreal Canadiens 
did something that was almost 
unheard of at that time, drafting a 
player from a communist country in 
Europe.  
 
It was next to impossible to get a 
drafted player out from behind the 
Iron Curtain. The player that 
Montreal picked fifth overall was 
Czechoslovakian defenseman Petr 
Svoboda who had previously 
defected to the West. To the surprise 
of all in attendance Montreal 
marched him out into the Forum with 
a Habs jersey on to the delighted of 
all in attendance. 
 
Another draft memory of which 
tickles the funny bone of McKenzie is 
the draft in 1981, also taking place in 
the Montreal Forum.  
 
The humorous moment started when 
the Philadelphia Flyers were up to 
make a selection at 47th overall 
where the selected Bob 
Tabobondung.  

So excited to be selected and 
wanting to get to the draft floor, 
Tabobondung started hoping over 
seats and inadvertently fell, his leg 
getting stuck between a seat back 
and the bottom.  
 
Embarrassed and unable to release 
his leg, the newest member of the 
Flyers was left stuck for about ten 
minutes until arena maintenance 
personnel could eventually make 
their way over to disassemble the 
chair and free his leg.  
 
“It was hilarious,” recalled McKenzie.  
 
Though he’s not expecting another 
Tabobondung-esque performance 
from anyone in the 2008 NHL Entry 
Draft, McKenzie is nonetheless 
excited to be heading to Ottawa. 
 
“It’s a very strong draft at the top end 
and that teams picking in the top ten 
are going to get very good, if not 
great, prospects. Drafting prospects 
is not always a sprint and given 
some time to develop.” 
 
Needless to say, McKenzie and fans 
alike are gearing up for what many 
describe as the most exciting time of 
the year for hockey fans. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



The Enigma known as The Enigma known as   
Joe ColborneJoe Colborne  
By Guy FlamingBy Guy Flaming   
 
Despite the 

overflowing trophy case of individual 
and team awards, the ringing 
endorsement of a successful coach 
and a future at a top NCAA school, 
the jury is still out on Joe Colborne. 
 
On the surface the lanky 18-year-
old’s résumé and biography read like 
a scout’s dream come true: a 
combination of size, hands, 
character and potential mixed with a 
proven track record of success and 
the accolades to back it up.  
 
With 90 points in 55 regular season 
Alberta Junior Hockey League 
games this past year, clearly 
Colborne has a skill set well above 
average and with his six-foot-five, 
200-pound body there is a lot to like. 
The Calgary native recorded 33 
goals with the Kodiaks and added 
another eight in the AJHL playoffs 
where he captured the league MVP 
award with a total of 16 points in 18 
games.  
 
Colborne hasn’t made a secret about 
how he’s found his success, either.  
 
“I’m a pretty tall guy so I try to use 
my reach to my advantage and 
create some turnovers by just getting 
on defencemen,” Colborne said. “I 
like to control the puck down low and 
find my linemates for some setups. 
I’d like to say I’m a little more of a 
pass-first guy but with linemates that 

can pass so well you end up scoring 
some goals too.” 
 
The first thing you notice about 
Colborne when he and his mates 
take to the ice is the obvious height 
difference he has compared to the 
rest of the skaters. It’s also the 
aspect that scouts are attracted to 
right away. 
 
“His best attribute is size because 
you can’t teach a kid to grow,” one 
NHL scout said. “But with size there 
has to be some skill level and he has 
good vision, soft hands, he seems to 
have a good feel for the game and 
the intuitive instinct to know where to 
go and what to do when he gets 
there.” 
 
Scouts are also looking for 
versatility.  
 
Colborne is listed as a winger but 
during the game actually takes the 
majority of the faceoffs before 
reverting to the outside position once 
play begins. On the Camrose 
powerplay, Colborne is a fixture at 
the hashmarks along the wall as he 
is more often than not the player who 
is controlling the play. His patience 
and decision making is outstanding 
and the fact that he does take most 
of the draws has many scouts 
pondering whether or not he’d be 
more adept playing the pivot role all 
the time.  
 



Camrose head coach Boris Rybalka 
described his marquee skater as a 
complete package and draws a 
character comparison to another 
well-known junior ‘A’ player who was 
drafted in 2007. 
 
“He’s offensively gifted but he’s also 
very responsible in the defensive 
zone,” said Rybalka. “When you’re 
six-foot-five and 200-pounds at the 
ripe old age of 17 you obviously can 
tell that you have a bright future 
ahead of you but he’s very level 
headed for a young man who knows 
he’s got skill. I look at Kyle Turris last 
year who I got the privilege to coach, 
and you look at Joe who is another 
guy that is that same type of person, 
just a great young man that has got 
the desire and the want to be a pro 
player.” 
 
And yet desire is actually an area of 
concern according to some in the 
hockey world. The fact that Colborne 
comes from a financially well off 
family has some wondering how 
deep his commitment goes and if 
he’ll be willing to persevere through 
difficult times or if he’ll simply throw 
in the towel knowing he has security 
outside of the game. At least one 
scout that FC spoke with thinks that 
isn’t the case with this particular 
player. 
 
“I called Notre Dame and spoke with 
his coach who had him as a 15-year-
old and he said the fact that he was 
from a wealthy family was not 
apparent and that [Colborne] didn’t 
expect anything different [treatment] 
from anyone else that was there,” 
said the scout. “I spoke with his 
coach in Camrose, his billets and 

with the reports I had from Notre 
Dame, I’m not concerned about that 
with this player.” 
 
The Camrose Kodiaks won the 
Doyle Cup in a five-game sweep 
over the Penticton Vees during 
which Colborne clearly outplayed 
fellow 2008 prospect Zac Dalpe. The 
RBC Cup appeared to be in their 
reach but was snapped out of their 
grasp by the Humboldt Broncos 
when Colborne was robbed in the 
dying seconds by a great save. 
However, it was Colborne who was 
chosen as the Canadian Junior A 
Hockey League Player of the Year. 
 
Still not everyone is sold that 
Colborne will be a top calibre pro 
player. The biggest knock on the 
baby-faced forward ironically has to 
do with his size. 
 
“You get a big kid like that and you 
want him to be a power forward but 
that initial contact of physical play 
doesn’t seem to come real easy for 
him,” another scout said.  “I don’t 
think he’s scared because he doesn’t 
shy away but he needs to initiate 
more because very few people can 
control him if he’d get a head of 
steam up and [played with] a grumpy 
attitude.” 
 
Asked if he sees a lack of grit as an 
area with need for improvement and 
coach Rybalka says aggression is in 
the eye of the beholder. 
 
“He’s got very good speed for a big 
man and his aggressive play is 
getting to the puck and when you’re 
first to the puck you’re doing your 
job,” defended the coach. “On the 



power play or the penalty kill, he gets 
in on the forecheck and that’s an 
aggressive style of hockey. It’s how 
you look at aggressive; Do you want 
a guy who runs people over or do 
you want that puck? Our style of 
game is that we want that puck.” 
 
Colborne has heard the criticism and 
thinks he knows where it comes from 
and how he can address it. 
 
“I know some people have been 
saying that and it’s also to do with 
getting more and more comfortable 
with my body [as it grows],” he said. 
“Lots of times when I go to hit guys it 
doesn’t really have the affect that I 
would like but the more I get used to 
my body the better I’ll get.” 
 
Not long ago Colborne was well 
under the six-foot bar and those 
closest to him know that he’s still 
making the adjustment to his rapid 
growth spurt. 
 
“He’s Bambi!” joked Rybalka. “He’s 
still not there and that’s what is 
making the NHL scouts salivate is 
imagining what he’ll be like when he 
puts 25 pounds on and he’s 225-
pounds with the legs and upper body 
filled out. He could be a man who is 
very hard to stop when he turns pro. 
He’s doing things now at his age and 
at six-foot-five 200-pounds but once 
he puts on another 25 pounds of 
solid muscle he’s going to be a force 
to be reckoned with.” 
 
“I’m still getting used to it, I think I’m 
just finishing growing right now so 
I’m going to get more comfortable as 
time goes on,” Colborne added. 
“Hopefully I’ll get filling out more and 

more, it’s been hard to put more 
weight on with all the growing that 
I’ve been doing but over this summer 
and the next few years I’ll be able to 
put on some pounds.” 
 
Others suggest that he’s inconsistent 
throughout a game; outstanding one 
shift and invisible for the rest of a 
period. Some complain that although 
he uses his size effectively from the 
perspective of puck protection, he 
doesn’t drive to the net and is 
instead content to play on the 
perimeter. 
 
“A couple of the things we’ve worked 
on with Joe is actually being selfish 
and what I mean by that is to shoot 
[more]; he’s got a really good shot 
but Joe likes to turn around and dish 
it off and do the cycle yet we’d like to 
see him become more selfish and 
take the puck and score because he 
can do it.” Said Rybalka. “If he threw 
that shoulder out more that would 
make him more of a complete 
player.” 
 
There is no denying the potential is 
there but a growing number seem to 
feel that Colborne will be a bit of a 
project which makes his decision to 
go the NCAA route a great one for 
NHL teams. The fact that the club 
that selects him will have up to four 
years to wait for him to develop 
physically and mentally makes him 
that more attractive and a little less 
risky. 
 
“Let’s be honest, if the team can 
afford to be patient because they 
have a lot of prospects in their 
system already, then getting a 
college guy is great because you 



have that longer period where you 
are allowed to let the guy develop,” 
said one scout. ”Some players are 
like a stew, they have all the 
ingredients but you have to let them 
alone and simmer for awhile before 
they are ready.” 
 
Another scout felt that Denver was a 
great choice and that with the 
Pioneers there might be an 
opportunity to play right from the 
start. 
 
“You hope that he can step in and 
get quality playing time as a 
freshman, he said. 
 
The Pioneers are considered to have 
a top NCAA hockey program under 
the guidance of George Gwozdecky 
and Colborne admitted that the 
bench boss was a major factor in his 
decision. 
 
“It seemed like a great fit from the 
coaching staff and the team and the 
opportunity to hopefully go in and get 
a lot of ice time as a freshman,” he 
said. “It seemed like they kind of try 
and make the team like a family, a 
lot like here [in Camrose] and 
Denver is a city that’s kind of similar 
to Calgary where I grew up.” 
 
Growing up is exactly what Colborne 
started to do since he arrived in 
Camrose for the 2006-07 season. He 
had 48 points in 53 games as a 16-
year-old rookie with the Kodiaks that 
year. This just completed year he 
represented his country at the World 
Junior A Championship helping team 
Canada West to the gold medal. He 
also took part in the CJAHL Top 

Prospects Game and was named to 
the AJHL All-Star game as well. 
 
“That was one of my favorite hockey 
moments of all time for sure,” he said 
about the World Junior A Challenge, 
“To put the Canadian jersey on was 
pretty special, I got goosebumps 
during the anthem every time it 
played and to win gold was 
awesome.” 
 
The RBC Cup was supposed to 
secure his place as a first rounder 
but mixed reviews there had some 
suggesting he won’t be amongst the 
first 30 people chosen on June 20th. 
 
“He’s good and I like him but I just 
don’t see a first rounder there,” said 
one eastern based bird-dog. “It’s not 
that he’s a bad player but he’s not as 
dominating in person as his stats 
suggested to me that he would be. I 
was expecting more and all I saw 
was a big guy with average skating, 
pretty decent hands and no idea yet 
how to use his frame properly.” 
 
One scout was asked if he would 
describe Colborne as a safe pick to 
which the evaluator said that all 
depended on what stage of the draft 
it was. 
 
“If you are picking in the final six of 
the first round then I think he’s a safe 
pick but if you’re picking in the 10-15 
range it’s a little iffier because there 
are a lot of good players he’s up 
against,” he said. “He’s safer at the 
end of the round than he is in the 
middle.” 
 
Despite the fact that opinions seem 
to be quite varied in regards to 



Colborne’s draft stock you can be 
sure that the personable forward will 
have made a positive impression 
during his interviews at the NHL 
combine in Toronto.  
 
The jury maybe be out right now but 
when it’s all said and done, the 
verdict on Joe Colborne could be a 
steal at the draft.   
 

   
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assessing NessAssessing Ness  
Call him Mr. Call him Mr. HockeyHockey  
By DJ PowersBy DJ Powers   
 

Standing five-foot-10 and blessed 
with amazing skill and quickness, 
he’s arguably the most exciting high 
school player from the state of 
Minnesota this season. 
 
On top of all of that, he is also a 
defenseman.  
 
The qualities that have made Aaron 
Ness so exceptional at Roseau High 
School are also the same qualities 
that have had the scouting 
community raving about him all year 
long. 
 
Ness just completed a sensational 
junior season at Roseau High School 
where he helped guide the Rams to 
another Section 8AA Championship 
and a berth in the Minnesota state 
high school tournament. 
 
This year, he became the first player 
in the storied history of the Roseau 
High School hockey program to win 
the prestigious Mr. Hockey award as 
the top high school player in the 
state of Minnesota. In addition, he 
was also named the 2008 
Associated Press Minnesota High 
School Player of the Year, as well as 
earned All-AP First Team honors.  
 
The numbers that Ness posted this 
season are simply astounding.  
 
Ness led Roseau with 72 points (28 
goals, 44 assists), averaging 2.32 
points per game. His 28 goals, 16 

power play goals and eight game-
winning goals also led the Rams. 
Ness’ 72 points led the entire state of 
Minnesota in defenseman scoring. 
He was also an incredible plus-67 
this season as well. 
 
One of his most memorable games 
came back on February 1 at St. 
Cloud Tech. In the contest, Ness 
scored a shorthanded goal that will 
go down as one of the best highlight 
reel goals of the year. 
 
“We were on the penalty kill and 
originally I was just going to try and 
lag it,” said Ness in describing the 
goal. “I cut across, then went across 
their blueline and that didn’t work 
out, because they were there. So 
then I kind of swung around and saw 
an opening there. I decided to take it. 
I put my head down and went for it 
and it worked out.” 
 
Most recently, Ness was a member 
of the United States’ bronze-medal 
winning U-18 team that played in 
Russia. He, along with London 
Knight Phil McRae, were the only 
two non-National Team 
Development Program (NTDP) 
members. In the tournament, Ness 
posted six assists. 
 
The son of former University of North 
Dakota defenseman and 1982 
Chicago Blackhawks draft pick Jay 
Ness, Aaron was a highly sought-
after player by many programs, 



particularly those in the WCHA. 
Among the schools that aggressively 
recruited the dynamic rearguard 
included the University of Wisconsin, 
St. Cloud State University, and of 
course, the University of North 
Dakota. But it would be the 
University of Minnesota that he 
would ultimately choose to attend. 
As Ness explained, he chose the 
University of Minnesota simply 
because it was just the right fit for 
him. 
 
“I thought that they fitted my style 
more,” Ness admitted. “It’s more of 
the offensive-defenseman type of 
thing and being able to jump up into 
the play and doing all that other good 
stuff. I love the rink and the coaches. 
When I went there, everything about 
the school just kind of felt right for 
me.” 
 
One of the more extraordinary things 
about Ness is the fact that he is fast 
tracking his high school education by 
taking both his junior and senior year 
classes this year order to arrive in 
the Twin Cities this fall.  
 
“Well, right now I have eight classes 
during the day and I have three and 
a half online. It hasn’t been bad to 
tell you the truth. Obviously, school 
is school, but I realize that I’ve got to 
get it done. I have a graduating date 
of around July 20th, but I want to get 
done by the end of May so that I can 
go down to the U this summer to 
train and put on some weight.” 
 
As book smart as Ness appears, his 
hockey sense is what has both the 
University of Minnesota and potential 
NHL destinations excited. 

 
Ness is a smart, instinctive offensive 
defenseman with terrific hands, 
tremendous speed, great on-ice 
vision and the ability to make those 
around him better. His style may 
remind some of another great 
Minnesotan – Phil Housley.  
 
One feature that stands out about 
Ness is his wonderful skating, which 
is really something to marvel at. He 
combines quick feet with fluid 
strides, great acceleration and can 
get up to speed very quickly. Ness 
possesses a quality that is rarely 
seen in high school defensemen – 
the ability to make plays at high 
speeds. He utilizes his speed and 
quickness advantageously on both 
sides of the puck. 
 
Ness possesses great poise and 
patience with the puck. His quick 
hands allow him to move the puck 
intelligently and effectively. His 
outstanding puck distribution has 
helped to make him an excellent 
quarterback on the power play as 
well. Ness’ offensive instincts come 
quite naturally to him, but what 
makes it remarkable is that it rarely 
comes at the expense of his 
defensive responsibilities. 
 
“He reads plays well. He knows 
when to go and not to go,” said 
Roseau head coach Scott Oliver 
about Ness’ transitioning. “I gave him 
more of the green light to do those 
things because I knew that this 
would be his last year of playing high 
school, so we definitely gave him the 
green light to do that more often. But 
he recovers so quickly. Even though 



he’s up and doing that, he’ll get back 
sooner than our forwards will.” 
 
Ness has been able to balance his 
superb offensive side with simple yet 
smart defensive plays quite nicely, 
thanks in large part to his 
combination of great vision, ability to 
read and react to plays and the quick 
decisions that he can make with the 
puck. 
 
Being a smaller defenseman 
presents certain challenges to Ness 
in playing his position effectively. 
And while some view his small 
stature as potentially inhibiting as his 
career progresses, Ness sees it very 
differently. 
 
“Yeah, I think there are some that 
underestimate what I can do 
because of my size. But you’re going 
to get that anywhere you go. I think 
the bottom line for me is that it just 
doesn’t matter. If you look in the NHL 
now, there are guys there that are 
my size and even shorter. I know 
that I’m going to get bigger. I’m only 
18 years old, so I’m still growing. I’ve 
got plenty of time to grow and get 
bigger.” 
 
In utilizing his speed and quickness, 
the young rearguard has found 
creative ways to compensate for his 
lack of size that has worked 
extremely well for him. One such 
example can be found in his 
stickwork, particularly in defensive 
situations. He does a very good job 
of taking away passing and shooting 
lanes, as well as stripping the puck 
from opposing players.  
 

While adding size and strength will 
be paramount to Ness’ future 
success at both the collegiate and 
pro levels, he’ll also need to continue 
to develop his overall game as well. 
With his understanding of the basics 
of playing the defensive position 
along with his ability to adjust and 
adapt, the sky is the limit for the 
youthful blueliner. 
 
Despite his tender age, Ness is a 
remarkably mature player that truly 
understands the game. His excellent 
work ethic and ultra-competitive 
nature are matched only by his 
humility and unyielding commitment 
to excellence. They are 
characteristics that have served him 
very well at Roseau High School, 
and were instilled in him by not only 
his father, but by his coach as well.  
 
“Coach Oliver is a great guy. He’s a 
class act and you can’t get much 
better as far as high school coaches 
go,” said Ness. “He can tell you 
what’s going on, give you the ropes 
and just kind of help you out if you 
ever need any help. Coach Oliver 
has definitely helped me stay 
focused, especially with school. 
That’s a huge part right there. I’ve 
got to make sure that I get that done; 
otherwise I’ll be here another year. 
(Laughs) It’s not that I don’t want that 
or this isn’t a great place because it 
is, but it’s just definitely time to move 
on and I’m looking forward to next 
year.” 
 
”He’s very mature and he’s been 
very committed. You know a lot of 
kids are just thinking about hopefully 
getting to the next level, but Aaron 
has always wanted to and has 



always worked at it,” Oliver glowingly 
said of his star defenseman. “That’s 
the type of attitude that you have to 
have. Aaron is very quiet, very hard 
working and he lets his play do his 
talking for him. This year as a junior, 
not only did he take his junior year 
classes but he also took his senior 
classes online at the same time. 
There aren’t too many young men 
that can handle playing high school 
hockey, playing for the national team 
and doing two years of school in one 
year. He’s very smart and is a very 
good student. He’s obviously got 
very good time management skills 
because he has been able to juggle 
all of that and play at a high level.” 
 
It’s a growth NHL clubs are willing to 
gamble on come the 2008 NHL Entry 
Draft. An attractive package, Ness 
can count on hearing his name 

called among the draft’s top-30 
entrants. In fact, his draft stock has 
continually risen since the beginning 
of the 2007-08 season and could 
potentially be selected earlier than 
projected. 
 
Whether or not it happens remains to 
be seen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Callin’ on Wilson Callin’ on Wilson --     
College hockey’s top dogCollege hockey’s top dog  
By DJ PowersBy DJ Powers   
 

He came to Boston University this 
season with arguably the highest 
expectations of any undrafted 
freshman and Colin Wilson certainly 
didn’t disappoint. 
 
Wilson, the son of former NHLer and 
Dartmouth College standout Carey 
Wilson, made an immediate impact 
when he arrived on the campus of 
Boston University last fall.  
 
While he enjoyed an strong first half 
of his rookie season, it would be his 
oustanding second half with the 
Terriers and a stellar performance 
with Team USA at the IIHF U-20 
World Junior Championships in the 
Czech Republic that would send 
Wilson’s draft stock skyrocketing. 
 
He centered the United States’ lethal 
top line that included University of 
New Hampshire’s James 
vanRiemsdyk, the second overall 
selection in the 2007 draft by the 
Philadelphia Flyers, and 2008-09 
incoming University of Minnesota 
freshman sensation Jordan 
Schroeder. At the WJC’s, Wilson 
posted seven points (six goals, one 
assist). 
 
At Boston University this season, 
Wilson led the Terriers in rookie 
scoring with 35 points (12 goals, 23 
assists). His 35 points were the most 
by a Boston University freshman 
since current New Jersey Devil Jay 
Pandolfo posted 40 points back in 

the 1992-93 season. His 35 points 
also ties Wilson for seventh in the 
nation in rookie scoring and ninth in 
rookie points per game (0.95). 
 
As good as Wilson was in the first 
half of the season, he was even 
better in the second half. He 
garnered two Hockey East Rookie of 
the Week honors for January 21 and 
February 18 respectively. The month 
of February saw Wilson have his 
best month of the year, posting ten 
points (five goals, five assists) in 
helping to guide Boston University to 
an 8-1-0 record. The outing also 
earned Wilson Hockey East’s Rookie 
of the Month honor. 
 
One of Wilson’s most memorable 
performances came back on 
February 11 in the 56th annual 
Beanpot Tournament consolation 
game versus Northeastern. In that 
contest, Wilson posted a pair of 
goals including the game-winner, 
and added an assist to help lead the 
Terriers to a 5-4 victory. 
 
His excellent season at Boston 
University earned Wilson the Hockey 
East Rookie of the Year honor as 
well as a spot on the Hockey East 
All-Rookie Team. He led all 
freshmen in scoring with 28 points 
(nine goals, 19 assists) in 25 
conference appearances. In addition, 
Wilson captured the New England 
Rookie of the Year honor, which is 



awarded annually by the New 
England Hockey Writers. 
 
His successes, though somewhat 
unexpected, were impressive 
according to Boston University head 
coach Jack Parker. 
 
“From an offensive and impact point 
of view, Colin has done actually 
more than we had expected as a 
freshman,” said Parker on Wilson’s 
impact. “We knew him as a very 
talented kid and we knew that he’d 
have an impact, but Colin has 
impacted more than we thought as 
far as overall point production and 
generating offense for us, himself, 
and his teammates.” 
 
Prior to his arrival at Boston 
University, Wilson played for the 
U.S. National Team Development 
Program (USNTDP), where he 
recorded 47 points (22 goals, 25 
assists) in 38 games (excluding 
international tournaments) in 2006-
07. In international play, Wilson was 
a member of the Team USA’s gold 
medal-winning squad at the 2006 
IIHF U-18 World Junior 
Championship in Sweden. He also 
represented the United States at the 
2007 IIHF U-18 World Junior 
Championship in Finland, where he 
helped guide the Americans to a 
silver medal and co-led all 
tournament players in scoring with 
12 points (five goals, seven assists).  
 
In addition to Boston University, 
Wilson was heavily recruited by a 
number of other top collegiate 
programs, most notably WCHA 
member schools University of North 

Dakota, University of Denver and 
Colorado College. 
 
Wilson, who holds dual citizenship, 
had the opportunity to play in the 
Canadian Major Junior League. As 
the young centerman explains, he 
has always wanted to follow in his 
father’s footsteps in taking the 
collegiate route. 
 
“Playing in college has always been 
my plan since I was about four years 
old. My dad played college 
(Dartmouth) and that was the route 
that I wanted to take. I was really 
heavy into school at my old high 
school and middle school. I wanted 
to get an education and play hockey 
at the same time, so there wasn’t too 
much thought into that.” 
 
Colin Wilson might be as complete of 
a package as one may find in this 
season’s crop of collegiate rookies. 
He is a strong, intelligent and highly 
skilled centreman. But what makes 
Wilson standout from many other 
college hockey freshmen is his ability 
to utilize his skills to make those 
around him better regardless of 
which zone he is playing in. His 
tremendous work ethic and fiercely 
competitive nature is matched only 
by his undying commitment to the 
game and his relentless pursuit of 
excellence. 
 
A fallacy that has been noted by 
some in the past has to do with 
Wilson’s skating. According to 
Parker, the belief could be attributed 
to the fact that Wilson battled 
through a hamstring problem that 
began last season with the USNTDP 
and lasted into the early stages of 



this season. Despite reports to the 
contrary, Wilson is actually an 
excellent skater. He combines 
powerful yet fluid strides with very 
good speed. His ability to quickly 
change directions is also quite good. 
As his collegiate rookie season went 
along, his skating became one of, if 
not the most markedly improved 
area of his game. 
 
Wilson does an excellent job of using 
his strength and six-foot-one, 215 
pound frame to great advantage in 
areas such as protecting the puck 
and in his play along the boards, the 
corners and in front of net. 
 
One of Wilson’s greatest attributes is 
his tremendous hockey sense. He 
thinks and understands the game 
remarkably well for such a young 
player. He possesses great on-ice 
vision and makes smart decisions 
both with and without the puck. 
Wilson is defensively responsible 
and has demonstrated that he can 
play in all types of situations.  
 
A characteristic of Wilson’s that has 
had scouts raving about him is his 
wonderful hands. He is very poised 
and patient with the puck. Wilson is a 
creative playmaker who can often 
make something out of nothing. He 
possesses an outstanding shot with 
a very quick release. 
One aspect of his playmaking that 
makes Wilson so dangerous is his 
ability to not only find his teammates, 
but getting pucks to areas where the 
play is likely going to end up. He can 
find and exploit open spaces with 
relative ease. He also reads and 
reacts to developing plays, both 

offensively and defensively, quite 
well. 
 
In addition to being able to set up 
plays, Wilson can also finish them 
too. He has the ability to score timely 
goals and can often be found driving 
hard to the net. Furthermore, he is 
more than willing to take the 
punishment in front of the net to 
make/finish plays. 
 
While Wilson does not shy away 
from the physical side of the game, it 
is the one area that he could be 
more involved in. Parker agrees. 
 
“I think one thing that Colin got to 
think more about is being more 
physical. Colin has always been a 
very physical player. I think he’s 
been too consumed about getting 
enough points to help himself out 
with the NHL Draft. He’s put a lot of 
pressure on himself to perform for 
people that he shouldn’t be worrying 
about appeasing anyways. I think 
that’s made it difficult for him to be 
as comfortable and as productive as 
he should be, so he can be a much 
more physical player.” 
 
Wilson speaks quite candidly on 
what he feels can bring and 
contribute to his team, but there is 
one attribute that is perhaps lesser 
known or talked about that he feels 
people should know about. 
 
“I think people should know about 
my board play (down low in the 
corner). Playing down low in terms of 
that and being able to do cutbacks 
between the defense. I really like 
playing down low and setting picks 
with guys and moving the puck 



there. It’s a really strong asset of my 
game.” 
 
It are these assets that has Wilson 
ranked among the best forwards 
available from North America in the 
draft. He is the highest ranked 
collegian (current or future) and 
many project that Wilson will be 
selected very early. 
 
Like with all players who are 
regarded as one of the top draft 
prospects, Wilson has been exposed 
to the customary barrage of attention 
that go with it. While he admits it is 
hard not to think about, he tries to 
take it all in stride. 
 
“I’d be lying to you if I said that I 
don’t think about it. I just think back 

to three years ago before I made the 
NTDP, wondering wow, how cool 
would it be to get drafted, even in the 
last round and actually to go to a 
(NHL) team. That just seemed (at 
the time) to be completely absurd to 
be drafted. So now, knowing that I’m 
one of the top players it feels great 
but at the same time, if I move down 
a couple of spots or something like 
that, I don’t think about it too much. 
Just knowing that I could be drafted, 
especially in the first round, is great.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Retro Rewind:Retro Rewind:   
Drew DoughtyDrew Doughty   
By Aaron VickersBy Aaron Vickers   
Original ly ran in  October IssueOriginal ly ran in  October Issue   

 
Forgive Drew Doughty if he takes a 
few minutes to make sure his feet 
are now securely on the ground. 
 
He needs to after walking on cloud 
nine for a better part of the summer. 
 
After an eye opening experience as 
a member of Team Canada at the 
Canada Russia Super Series, 
Doughty is ready to return to the 
Guelph Storm and parlay his 
summer activities into a successful 
season in the Ontario Hockey 
League. 
 
If you ask him, Doughty says he’s 
got a lot to build on after learning 
under a talented coaching staff 
featuring the likes of New Jersey 
Devils bench boss Brent Sutter and 
Peter DeBoer of the Kitchener 
Rangers. 
 
“Both of them have taught me a lot 
even though we haven’t been here 
for too long,” Doughty said while in 
Red Deer for the spectacle. “They’ve 
taught me almost as much as I’ve 
learnt in my years in Guelph, so I am 
just going to take it all back with me 
and try to help the players in 
Guelph.” 
 
“I’m very excited just to go back and 
be with the guys and bring 
everything I’ve learned from (the 
Super Series).” 
 

Not all of what Doughty learned from 
the event relates to on-ice activity. A 
trip to Russia for the first four games 
of the series was an eye-opener for 
the 2008 NHL Draft-eligible blueliner. 
After a tour of Omsk and Ufa, 
Doughty had nothing but praise his 
homeland.  
 
“There’s nothing like it,” he said. 
“Russia’s a place not too many 
people will vacation to and we got 
the opportunity to look at the city. It 
was kind of like we expected what it 
was. We realize how much better off 
we are in Canada than they are in 
Russia.” 
 
Russian lifestyle wasn’t the only 
cultural difference Doughty 
disagreed with – and with just cause. 
The Canadians beat up on Team 
Russia during the Super Series, 
going undefeated en route to a 7-0-1 
record.  
 
Doughty attributed the flop in 
competition to the Russian style of 
play. 
 
“We play a North American style,” he 
stated. “We work hard. We stick to 
the game plan. We’re not selfish. On 
the other side, they kind of are 
selfish. They like to do the fancy 
moves. They don’t have a certain 
game plan. Because we stick our 
plan and work harder than them 
that’s why we’re beating them.” 
 



Doughty will have the opportunity to 
test his theory yet again in 
international play at the World Junior 
Championships at Christmas. 
Doughty is expected to represent 
Canada at the event, and his 
performance at the Super Series did 
nothing but solidify the London, ON. 
native’s chances. 
 
And if he’s able to get the jump on 
the season in Guelph he wants, it will 
be a no-decision to have him anchor 
the blueline with Karl Alzner, his 
defense partner from the series. 
 
 
Alzner, a Washington Capitals 
prospect selected fifth overall in the 
2007 NHL Entry Draft, doesn’t see a 
flaw in the six-foot, 185-pound 
defenseman’s game that would 
suggest he can’t handle the 
responsibility. 
 
“He’s got so much skill and he’s not 
afraid to use the weapons he has,” 
noted Alzner, who skated regular 
shifts with Doughty at both even 
strength and on special teams all 
series long. “He handles the puck 
well. He skates well. He shoots well. 
He has prettymuch everything you 
can ask for in a d-man.” 
 
The feeling was mutual for Doughty, 
who admitted it was an honour to 
hear Alzner speak such high praise 
of him. 
 
“It means a lot,” Doughty offered. 
“Just to have a player to play with 
like him. He’s a great player to play 
with.” 

 
Doughty will be garnering a lot of 
praise in the upcoming season. 
Eligible for the 2008 NHL Entry Draft, 
Doughty is projected to be the first 
defenseman called on draft day and 
could push consensus selection 
Steven Stamkos for the top spot 
come draft day in Ottawa. 
 
It’s certainly a day Doughty admits 
he has dreamt of. 
 
“I have (the draft) in the back of my 
mind at all times,” Doughty said. “I 
dont really try to think about it too 
much when I’m at the rink but when 
I’m ever in bed or just laying down 
not doing anything I tend to think 
about it and just know that it’s 
coming up. I’m very excited it’s 
coming up but try not to think about it 
too much while I’m playing.” 
 
Instead, Doughty is thinking of on-ice 
goals. More specifically, the second-
leading scorer among defensemen 
has hopes of eclipsing the century 
mark in points. 
 
“I know it’s hard to get, but I want to 
get close to 100 points,” he said with 
an optimistic smile. “If I can improve 
it by 20 or so, that’d be awesome.” 
 
By the time he realizes whether or 
not he’s completed the feat, he’ll be 
more than focused on the upcoming 
draft. He’ll need more time then, 
because sure enough, he’ll be 
walking on air in excitement of 
hearing his name called at the 
podium in late June. 

 



Retro Rewind:Retro Rewind:   
Kyle BeachKyle Beach   
By Guy FlamingBy Guy Flaming   
Original ly ran in  December  IssueOriginal ly ran in  December  Issue   

 
Old adages ring true.  
 
“Prospects are like frogs – they all 
have warts, you just have to decide 
which ones are worse and which 
ones you can live with.” 
 
That was the analogy of one NHL 
scout who was asked why his team 
was willing to draft a player that the 
other 29 had clearly steered away 
from.  
 
Every year there is seemingly one 
prospect that seemingly has all the 
talent in the world but is shouldering 
more than his share of baggage to 
go with it. Last year it was Akim Aliu. 
In years previous there were Patrick 
O’Sullivan, Rob Schremp and Steve 
Downie. Some earned the red flag 
with their on or off ice behavior while 
others were incorrectly labeled as 
trouble by the overexposure most 
prospects are forced to endure in 
their draft year.  
 
Cue the 2008 NHL Entry Draft 
edition: bad boy Kyle Beach.  
 
The standout forward of the Everett 
Silvertips is having a remarkable 
season. He leads his team in 
scoring, including more than a 
touchdown separating himself Zack 
Hamill  - who led the league last 
year. Beach has been in the top five 
in league scoring for most of the 
season despite his team’s sluggish 

start and admittedly average play 
this year.  
 
Twice this season Beach has scored 
lacrosse style goals from behind the 
net by scooping the puck up, 
reaching around the post with his 
stick and depositing the puck over 
the opposing goaltender’s shoulder.  
 
There is no doubting or denying the 
latent level of the 17-year-old, but 
what is coming into question is his 
character. For evidence of that, look 
no further than the roster for recent 
ADT Canada-Russia Challenge and 
the newly announced invite list for 
Canada’s World Junior tryouts. 
 
Amazingly, Beach’s doesn’t appear 
on either of them. 
 
The reason more than likely stems 
from this past summer when Beach 
was part of Canada’s Under-18 
entry. During the tournament, Beach 
was disappointed with the role head 
coach Dave Barr had him playing. In 
Beach’s mind, Barr, who also 
coaches the Guelph Storm, was 
giving much more opportunity to the 
Ontario based players and made his 
feelings known. 
 
“I assumed I’d be playing more and 
he never clarified my role with me 
and so I acted like I would on 
[Everett] as I’ve been playing a big 
role,” Beach explained. “He didn’t 



like the way I was responding or 
reacting to it so we had a bit of 
conflict.”  
 
Added Beach: “By the end of the 
tournament we’d patched things up 
and if I saw him now I’d love to talk 
to him. He helped me learn; you 
learn from every experience and I 
definitely took some things out of 
that tournament.”  
 
One of the stories that surfaced was 
that during the tournament Beach 
defaced a Team Canada jersey but 
the player says that rumor is an 
overblown distortion of the truth. 
According to Beach, the real story 
involved more players than just him 
and did not include him wearing the 
altered sweater onto the ice. 
 
“I didn’t actually put it on my jersey 
but we were joking around in the 
room about [preferential treatment 
for OHL players] and wrote it on the 
tape, it just said ‘Ontario’ on it and 
we held it up to a couple of jerseys 
just joking around,” he described. “It 
got out and obviously it looks bad on 
me but and the time it was just a joke 
but it wasn’t looked at that way.” 
 
For a player in his draft year, the 
ramifications of his actions have 
already started, firstly with the 
omission from the ADT squad while 
he was second in league scoring, 
and now not getting an invite to try 
out for Team Canada. Beach 
recognizes that he’s got a black 
mark on his record and began taking 
steps very early on to erase it. 
 
“Yeah it was stupid and I shouldn’t 
have done it,” Beach admitted, 

“Everybody around the league and 
around hockey knows that I have this 
reputation and I’ve been working 
really hard with my coach, John 
Becanic, and he’s done a great job 
to help me with it.” 
 
Becanic has been with the Silvertips 
for several years but has taken over 
as bench boss in replacement of 
Kevin Constantine this season. To 
hear it from Becanic, critics of Beach 
haven’t gotten the whole story or 
haven’t taken the time to find out 
who the player really is. 
 
“Kyle’s passionate and unbelievably 
bright, he’s probably one of the 
sharpest guys our coaching staff has 
come into contact with and he tends 
to be outspoken but here in our 
organization we relish that” Becanic 
began. “I’ve never once in the last 
two years encountered him being 
disrespectful to anybody in the 
organization, fans or players.  
 
“He’s a little bit misread that way.” 
 
Becanic explained that a bit more 
maturity out of his star, a maturity 
that comes with age and experience, 
would’ve resulted in a different 
approach from Beach this summer. 
 
“I think what happened in the 
summer there was an issue where 
he felt he could better contribute and 
that he wasn’t being used to the best 
of his ability,” Becanic continued. “As 
a 17-year-old kid you’re not always 
going to really present that in the 
best way when dealing with adults. 
I’m sure if he could do it over again 
he’d like to present it differently but I 
think he could have still spoken his 



mind and most coaches would 
respect a player as long as it was 
done with respect.” 
 
Everett goaltender Leland Irving 
believes that Beach has grown up 
physically and mentally during his 
tenure with the ‘Tips and that critics 
need to take another look at the 
player as he is now. 
 
“He’s matured a lot over the last 
couple of years,” Irving said. “(He is) 
a guy that is continually developing 
and maturing. He’s a pretty content 
kid; he just goes out and does what 
he does and he’s a great player for 
us.”  
 
When asked what goals he’d set out 
for himself to achieve this season, 
Beach described a few key markers 
on the way to the draft. 
 
“It’s like every kid’s dream that you 
want to get to this point,” Beach said 
of his draft year, “Everything I do 
now affects my future. I’ve got some 
statistically goals and some personal 
goals, I wasn’t named to the ADT 
Canada-Russia game but you have 
to look at it and be disappointed but 
at the same time you want to go out 
there and work hard and prove that 
you should be there.” 
 
“It’s motivation, that’s all it is,” 
continued Beach. “You don’t get 
picked to a team like that and then 
there’s guys who are picked to it that 
you compare yourself to and you’re 
disappointed but at the same time, I 
think I’ve moved past it now.” 
 
With the World Junior 
Championships apparently not in his 

future, the next big thing on the 
calendar is the Home Hardware CHL 
Top Prospects Game being held in 
Edmonton on January 23rd. 
 
It’s almost a foregone conclusion 
that Beach, ranked fourth among 
draft-eligibles for the 2008 draft by 
Future Considerations, will be in 
attendance.  
 
“That’s one of the goals on the list 
and to be named to that team would 
be unbelievable,” said the Kelowna 
native. “It means that the people 
around hockey are looking at you 
and hopefully feeling like you have a 
future.” 
 
As always, there will be those who 
will not be able to look past the 
blemishes on his record but Becanic 
insists that NHL teams that call him 
get put straight in a hurry. 
 
“You can’t mistake his talent and 
there’s just nothing about him that 
wouldn’t make you love him as a 
coach,” Becanic declared. “You 
never question his ability to come out 
and compete every night. He truly is 
a talented player, a wonderful kid 
and he’s going to get his fair share.” 
 
Most in the scouting world feel that 
Beach is the second best forward 
available in 2008 behind only Steven 
Stamkos of the Sarnia Sting. 
Regardless of where he gets drafted, 
Becanic believes the NHL team that 
snaps him up will have an impact 
player. 
 
“He will play in the National Hockey 
League and he will play for a long 
time,” Becanic said. “I compare him 



to a Jarome Iginla type player that he 
can go out and compete and battle, 
he can score the big goal, if he has 
to fight he’ll fight for his team and 
he’s very reliable.” 
 
“You can’t say that a lot about many 
17-year-olds,” concluded Becanic. 
“Game in and game out you know 

that he’s going to go out and be the 
best player on the ice every night.” 
 
If it’s true that prospects are like 
frogs, then the NHL club that can 
see past the warts might come away 
from the 2008 draft with a real prince 
of a player in Kyle Beach. 
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For Lethbridge Hurricanes standout 
Zach Boychuk, it’s about taking it to 
another level.  
 
The 2008 NHL Entry draft-eligible is 
excited about the opportunity to earn 
a chance to represent Canada at the 
2008 World Junior Championships.  
 
According to Boychuk, there’s no 
greater honour than being chosen to 
represent Canada internationally, 
and doing so on such a stage as the 
annual holiday tournament would 
achieve a lofty personal goal dating 
back to when he was just knee-high 
to a grasshopper.  
 
He’s one step closer to that dream 
after being named to Team 
Canada’s Selection Camp getting 
underway later this week. 
 
“That’s been my goal ever since I 
was a little kid watching the World 
Juniors at Christmas time,” beamed 
Boychuk with a smile. “Just to get 

the opportunity to try out for that 
team is pretty exciting for me.” 
 
The invitation may just be a formality 
for the Airdrie, AB. native. 
 
After finishing last season among the 
league leaders in scoring for the 
Western Hockey League, Boychuk 
again finds himself in excellent 
company averaging more than a 
point-per-game with the Hurricanes 
again this season.  
 
Perhaps what makes it even more of 
a foregone conclusion that Boychuk 
will be suited up in the red and white 
come Christmas was his impressive 
performance at this summer’s 
Canada-Russia Super Series.  
 
It was at the Super Series that 
Boychuk really introduced himself to 
Canadian hockey fans. Finishing 
third amongst his teammates in 
goals with three and sixth in points 
with six, Boychuk appears poised to 



don the crested maple leaf once 
again. 
 
Admittingly, Boychuk started the 
event slow but gained steam as the 
series wore on. Starting the 
tournament on the lower lines of 
head coach Brent Sutter, Boychuk 
earned the trust of the current New 
Jersey Devils bench boss. 
 
“I started off with a pretty slow start 
to the Super Series playing on the 
fourth line, but I just played the best I 
could and I gained confidence over 
the series and started playing better 
over the end.” 
 
While it may have been an 
introduction to the nation for 
Boychuk, he certainly is no stranger 
to Hockey Canada.  
 
Representing his nation in a plethora 
of tournaments and events, the 
generously listed five-foot-nine, 176-
pound centre has been on Canada’s 
radar for years.  
 
“It’s been really exciting,” Boychuk 
said of his opportunities. “The last 
few years they’ve given me all the 
opportunities I could ask for, playing 
for the Under-17’s and Under-18’s 
twice and obviously the Super 
Series. Hopefully my international 
game is getting better and better.” 
 
It has.  
 
After recording one goal and four 
points in six games in a fifth-place 
finish by Team Pacific at the 2006 

World Under-17 Championships, 
Boychuk later went on that year to 
win a gold medal with Team Canada 
at the 2006 Junior World Cup in 
Slovakia and the Czech Republic. A 
year later, he recorded seven points 
– four of those goals – but finished a 
disappointing fourth and out of the 
medals at the World Under-18 
Championships.  
 
Needless to say, Boychuk is eyeing 
another medal for around his neck.  
 
“That’d be huge,” he said of 
potentially helping Canada to its 
fourth consecutive gold medal. “I’ve 
got one gold medal from playing with 
Hockey Canada so it’d be nice to get 
one at the World Junior level where 
everyone’s watching and it’s the best 
players in the whole world.” 
 
If he’s able to do so, perhaps mother 
Joan and father Richard will forgive 
him for missing out on the holiday 
season. 
 
After all, a World Junior gold is an 
accomplishment on a whole new 
level.  
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Though he may be pulling for Les 
Habitents in the playoffs, Quebec 
Remparts forward Kelsey Tessier 
may find himself pulling on another 
jersey come this June in Ottawa. 
 
After a strong season in the QMJHL, 
Tessier has grabbed the attention of 
NHL general managers and scouts 
alike en route to being named Future 
Considerations 2008 QMJHL draft 
eligible Prospect of the Year. 
 
Though he only stands in at just five-
foot-nine and 170-pounds, Tessier 
casts a large shadow, even on a 
talented Remparts club. The 
Fredericton, NB native also casts a 
lot of intimidation at opposing 
defensemen.  
 
Tessier’s 81 points on the season, a 
career-high, placed him among the 
league’s top-15 scorers. His 36 goals 
were among the top-20.  
 
Needless to say, Tessier is happy 
with his performance. 
 
“I had an excellent year,” Tessier 
proclaimed. “I’m proud of myself. 
Coming from a 17-year-old point, I 
played well. I just wanted to play well 
and the results showed.” 
 
Indeed they did.  
 
His early season performance 
resulted in an appearance at the 

CHL’s 2007 ADT Canada Russia 
Challenge. His consistency earned 
him an appearance at the 2008 Top 
Prospects Game in January – a 
position voted on by 30 NHL general 
managers and central scouting staff. 
 
The latter appearance was an 
exciting, eye-opening experience for 
the Remparts sparkplug.  
 
“Just to get invited was my number 
one goal and I did so I was really 
happy with that,” Tessier admitted.  
 
“Because I played the Under-18 for 
Canada and meeting up with those 
guys again was great. It was good to 
see their talent and my talent and 
what I need to do to improve on. You 
know you can’t quit because they’re 
always improving also.” 
 
The event was a good gauge of 
where Tessier is in his development. 
The self-admitted undersized 
forward is big on skill, but realizes he 
needs to do more than just sit on his 
talent should he want to make a 
splash at the 2008 NHL Entry Draft, 
an event he plans on being in 
attendance at with his family. 
 
Still, under the guidance of former 
NHL great and Remparts head 
coach Patrick Roy, Tessier’s focus 
was playing now and letting the rest 
take care of itself.  
 



“Pat sat me down at the start of the 
year and said, ‘Hey Kelsey it’s your 
draft year’,” Tessier said. “He said ‘I 
don’t want you to focus on it, if you 
play well and play your game you will 
get drafted’. I kept that in mind and 
didn’t really focus on it. It’s obviously 
in that little spot in my brain but I 
tried to focus more on the Remparts 
the whole year. Now the season’s 
ended I’m a little more excited to go 
for the combine and for the draft to 
come.” 
 
And though he’ll hear his name 
called to the draft podium, Tessier is 
more than willing to put in the time to 
ensure that he gets to put on the 
jersey of the team that drafted him 
more than just on draft time. 
 
And he will, in due time.  
 
Until he’s ready, Tessier is more 
than content improving under Roy, 
who has developed the likes of 
Nashville Predators star Alex 
Radulov and Atlanta Thrashers 
prospect Angelo Esposito. 
 
“I think because I’m a five-foot-nine, 

170-pound 

player, a smaller guy, my first three 
steps have to be faster than 
everyone else and I need to get 
around the six-feet players easier,” 
acknowledged Tessier. “Every 
aspect is pretty good, but I need to 
take things to the next level.” 
 
The next level being, of course, 
professional hockey. The thought of 
playing for the Montreal Canadiens, 
a genetically inherited favourite from 
his father, has crossed his mind 
once or twice.  
 
But, like a true diplomat and a kid 
who dreams of playing professional 
hockey for a living, Tessier would be 
content with being drafted by each 
and any of the 30 NHL teams 
controlling his draft destiny. 
 
Or, perhaps, more like a politician. 
 
“I definitely love every team, every 
location,” Tessier said with a laugh. 
“It doesn’t matter where I go, I just 
want to play.” 
 
And he will, in due time. 
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Unanimous.  
 
That’s the best way to describe 
Sarnia Sting sensation Steven 
Stamkos’ number one position 

heading into the 2008 NHL Entry 
Draft. 
 
The consensus pick to hear his 
name before anyone at the draft in 
Ottawa, Stamkos has done nothing 



but increase his attractiveness after 
a strong season in the Ontario 
Hockey League and abroad. 
Stamkos, who set career highs in 
every offensive category imaginable 
this season, has earned Future 
Considerations’ OHL draft eligible 
prospect of the year. 
 
His performance this season, 
though, is impressive enough to earn 
more than just that, though. 
 
Recording 58 goals and 105 points 
in just 61 games, Stamkos was one 
of the OHL’s  most profilic scorers, 
finishing fifth in points league-wide. 
Only Future Considerations’ OHL 
Prospect of the Year John Tavares 
and his Oshawa Generals teammate 
Brett MacLean averaged more points 
per game than the Unionvale, ON 
native. 
 
Still, Stamkos’ impact was felt well 
beyond Ontario.  
 
An integral part of the gold medal 
winning edition of Team Canada’s 
entry at the 2008 World Junior 
Championships in the Czech 
Republic, Stamkos can now add 
international sensation to his 
resume.  
 
It was there that Stamkos, who also 
represented Canada at the World 
Under-18’s a year previous, 
recorded six points, a total that fell 
behind only Phoenix Coyotes 
prospect Kyle Turris, who ended the 
tournament with four goals and eight 
points.  
 
Returning from the Czech Republic, 
Stamkos re-ignited his domination of 

the Ontario Hockey League. Playing 
in just 29 games following the gold 
medal, Stamkos notched 28 goals 
and 54 points. So strong was his 
play that Stamkos, who will likely join 
the Tampa Bay Lightning in June, 
only went four games in the second 
half of the season without recording 
a point. 
 
Which, in turn, has made him even 
more of a sure thing to go first 
overall. The selection is owned by 
Tampa Bay. 
 
The Lightning won the rights to the 
first overall selection after winning 
the draft lottery, more aptly – and 
appropriately – titled the Stamkos 
Sweepstakes. Broadcast live on 
TSN, Stamkos received his first 
primetime appearance. He’s a lock 
to be back on television soon at the 
draft in June.  
 
Of course, that was when his Sting 
was still in the playoffs. After a 
playoff exit, Stamkos’ mind may 
wander towards what team will call 
on him during draft day. 
 
Following that, he could just find 
himself on television again this 
coming October, only this time with 
skates laced up and playing in the 
NHL.  
 
Despite the hoopla, Stamkos’ mind 
hasn’t focused hard on the draft. 
 
"To tell you the truth I haven't really 
thought of it that much," Stamkos 
told TSN. "My focus has been strictly 
on Sarnia right now." 
 



About the only question that remains 
is whether or not Stamkos, 
undoubtedly the top selection of the 

2008 NHL Entry Draft, will be 
wearing the black, blue and grey of 
the Tampa Bay Lightning. 
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Do not be fooled by his five-foot-
nine, 176-pound stature.  
 
Zach Boychuk can, has and will 
explode at any time. 
 
As a 17-year-old last season, 
Boychuk tore apart the Western 
Hockey League. As an 18-year-old 
this year, the Airdrie, AB native 
developed into a sure-fire first round 
selection for the 2008 NHL Entry 
Draft this June in Ottawa.  
 
It is this development combined with 
an increasingly impressive rounded 
game that has earned the Lethbridge 
Hurricanes sensation Future 
Considerations’ 2008 WHL draft 
eligible Prospect of the Year.  
 
Though his point total regressed 
from a season ago, Boychuk 
managed to establish a new career-
high in goals with 33, despite playing 
nine fewer games than in his 
remarkable 91-point season. It hasn’t 
been his personal statistics that have 
made him a can’t-miss prospect in 
Ottawa. 
 
“I feel great. It’s been a great year for 
me. I haven’t had this much team 

success as I have this year. It’s very 
important to develop in a winning 
situation.”  
 
Though many expected him to 
eclipse the 100-point plateau, 
Boychuk honed his skills in other 
areas, like playing on the other side 
of the puck, which has made him a 
more complete – and attractive 
package – to scouts.  
 
“Some scouts are questioning my 
year this year when I had more 
points last year than this year. It’s 
huge for me that I can put up points 
and play defensively and play on 
winning teams. Scouts want players 
from winning teams.” 
 
The winning teams Boychuk has 
been a part of extend beyond the 
Hurricanes, who are gearing up for a 
shot at a WHL Championship and 
Memorial Cup berth. Twice this 
season Boychuk has draped the 
Maple Leaf over his chest, 
representing Team Canada in both 
this summer’s hugely successful 
Super Series and over the holiday 
season at the 2008 World Junior 
Championships.  
 



Both instances Canada came out 
victorious, going undefeated against 
the Russians in the Super Series 
and capturing Canada’s fourth 
consecutive gold medal at the World 
Junior Championships in the Czech 
Republic. Though Boychuk returned 
pointless from the latter, his 
participation set the tone for his 
second half. 
 
Like many of his Team Canada 
teammates, Boychuk was able to 
relay his World Junior success into a 
strong second-half campaign in the 
Western League.  
 
“In the second half I really came into 
my own,” Boychuk admitted. “It’s 
probably the best second half I’ve 
had in my career. That stems from 
the World Juniors and the gold 
medal game and eventually winning 
the gold medal.” 
 
Personal friend and WHL foe Karl 
Alzner, Boychuk’s captain at the 
2008 World Junior Championships, 
has noted a significant change in his 
opponent. 
 
“Any awards that he wins are well 
deserved,” Alzner first 
acknowledged. “He’s dynamite and 
tough to stop no matter what he 
does. He’s got phenomenal skill and 
I’m happy the way he’s developed 
from the summer to now.” 
 
Now being the finals of the 2008 
WHL Playoffs. Currently, he sits third 
in playoff scoring with 19 points. His 

11 goals are far and away the most 
of any player in the postseason. 
 
And just four wins away from a 
Memorial Cup berth, Boychuk is 
doing his best to keep his mind on 
the task at hand and worrying about 
the draft later. 
 
“I think about being ranked 11th. 
That’s an honour,” he admitted.  
 
“It’s pretty tough, especially when 
they talk about it so much on TV. 
You see the draft lottery and see 
Stamkos on TV and all those guys, 
and you just want to be with them. 
It’s tough to keep it in the back of 
your mind, but when it comes to 
game night, you just want to produce 
every shift and in the end it will work 
itself out.” 
 
In fact, Boychuk’s is letting it work 
itself out to the point where he isn’t 
even sure what his plans are for the 
draft.  
 
“As far as I know my agent has 
booked tickets to go to the draft,” 
Boychuk half-questioned himself. 
“Just to be there it would be 
incredible.” 
 
But Boychuk just wont be there. He’ll 
be onstage and the subject of any 
number of NHL team’s affections. 
Though Boychuk is humble, it’s not a 
matter of if he’ll be selected, but how 
many minutes he’ll have to wait 
before being called to the stage. 
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 The 2009 NHL Entry Draft looks to be a renaissance of sorts for the 
European talent that has been lacking depth and a marquee presence the past 
couple of drafts. With this added aspect along with the usual impressive North 
American content, the early thought is the 2009 event looks to be a very good 
draft. The following are some of the names to keep an eye on that will be highly 
ranked prospects heading into next season and leading up to the 2009 NHL 
Entry Draft. 
 
C John Tavares, Oshawa, OHL, 6’-0”, 185 Lbs –  
“Awesome vision and passing ability…reads and anticipates the play well…gets 
to the open spots on the ice…good faceoff ability…plays a complete 
game…willing to drive the net or play in the dirty zones…good selection of 
shots…questionable skating...unstoppable from the hash marks down…potential 
50 goal NHLer.” 
 
D Victor Hedman, MoDo, Sweden, 6’-6”, 220 Lbs –  
“Huge frame and great skating ability…very agile and has good foot 
speed…displays nice hockey sense and likes to join the rush…huge wingspan 
allows for collapsing defensive presence in one-on-one situations…can play with 
a physical edge but leaves you wanting more with a prospect his immense 
size…some concern about possible injury proneness…should be a solid No.1 
NHL defender in a couple years.” 
 
C Brayden Schenn, Brandon, WHL, 6’-0”, 195 Lbs –  
“Physical, skilled center who may be better as a north to south winger…the WHL 
rookie of the year plays with grit and energy…one of this draft’s youngest 
prospects…loves to play physical and hit…high character who plays with loads of 
heart…drives the net without hesitation…skating is just average at this 
point…more of a goal scorer than playmaker…solid NHL potential and still 
growing.” 
 
C Matt Duchene, Brampton, OHL, 5’-11”, 190 Lbs –  
“A big time producer for Canada at the recent U-18 tournament in Russia…very 
impressive skating and speed…always involved in the play…plays hard and is 
not afraid to get physical…finds the open ice and has a good selection of 
shots…great on-ice vision…drives the net when the opportunity presents 



itself…plays on both sides of the puck...at his best when he plays with 
confidence…needs time to develop his full potential.” 
 
D Jared Cowen, Spokane, WHL, 6’-5”, 210 Lbs –  
“A big horse on the backend…logs big minutes and plays a solid defensive 
game…great skater with a long smooth stride…nice agility for his size…some 
offensive upside as well…huge wingspan makes him almost unbeatable one-on 
one…needs more consistency in his physical play…likes to rush the puck and 
displays a very impressive yet raw overall package…needs to work on some 
areas but still a very impressive prospect.” 
 
LW Magnus Svensson-Paarjarvi, Timra Jr, Sweden, 6’-1”, 185 Lbs –  
“An explosive talent who has good size and skates well...played limited duty with 
Sweden in December at the WJC as a 16-year-old…while not aggressive by 
nature he does have the strength to battle opponents…the young Swede is more 
of a finisher but he does possess good overall playmaking skills and he can 
dangle…defensive responsibilities are lacking at times… unwillingness to 
consistently be involved in play is a weakness.” 
 
RW Jordan Schroeder, U-18, NTDP, 5’-8”, 170 Lbs –  
“Very impressive playing for team USA at the WJC…a jack of all trades with 
good offensive skills and a nice defensive game to compliment…solid in the 
faceoff circle…great skater with nice acceleration and good hockey sense 
…although more of a playmaker with excellent vision he can also finish 
effectively…doesn’t play like his size would dictate…always involved in the play 
and plays with loads of heart.” 
 
C Drew Shore, U-17, NTDP, 6’-2”, 170 Lbs –  
“A solid scoring threat every game for the USNDP U-17 program…great skating 
with explosive acceleration and quickness…displays a gritty, hard working 
game…good hands and offensive instincts…needs to work on the defensive side 
of his game…not afraid of physical play and will take a hit to make a 
play…decent shot and some nice vision as a playmaker…solid prospect that 
needs time.” 
 
LW Toni Rajala, Ilves Jr, Finland, 5’-8”, 155 Lbs –  
“Extremely dynamic offensively skilled player...very small in stature…not overly 
effective at rushing the puck…a finisher who loves to shoot the puck from 
anywhere…somewhat of a perimeter player when physical play is involved…has 
innate sense of where to go for the best offensive opportunities…somewhat 
lackadaisical when he is not involved in the offensive game...has awesome 
offensive skills.” 
 
C Jeremy Morin, U-17, NTDP, 6’-0”, 170 Lbs –  
“The leading scorer for the US National Development Programs under 17 
team…a great puck handler with great moves and is very electrifying…a natural 



finisher with a quick release to his good shot…not great speed but it gets him 
there…footwork needs refining…good hockey sense and uncanny 
anticipation…needs to work on his defensive responsibilities…impressive 
offensive package with decent size.” 
 
 
C Richard Panik, Trinec Jr, Czech Republic, 6’-2”, 185 Lbs –  
“Electrifying offensive talent…enjoyed a brilliant showing at the U-18 in Russia 
this spring…good overall size and possesses a high end skill set…skates well 
and has good puck skills…a finisher by nature with a real good shot…can be 
enigmatic at times with his involvement in the play…needs to work on defensive 
responsibilities… quick release…has all the tools.” 
 
C Ethan Werek, Stouffville, OPJHL, 6’-0”, 185 Lbs –  
“The Stouffville Spirit leading scorer…impressive at the World Junior A 
Challenge…great puck skills and a good shot…a Boston University 
recruit…strength and his defensive zone coverage need work…his hockey sense 
and vision are amazing for a kid his age…his physical game needs to 
develop…a playmaker with good timing and unbelievable one-on-one skills.” 
 
C Nazem Kadri, Kitchener, OHL, 5’-11”, 175 Lbs –  
“The Kitchener Rangers forward has elevated his already impressive game in the 
OHL playoffs…a sparkplug with good two-way skills…skates well and plays an in 
your face style…a very smart player…not afraid to play physical…has leadership 
qualities…has a decent shot but is more of a playmaker…always involved in the 
play…offensive upside looks somewhat limited.” 
 
LW Anton Lander, Timra Jr, Sweden, 6’-0”, 180 Lbs –  
”A good sized winger...played in the Elite League in Sweden as a 16-year-old 
against men...very creative player with the puck...good puck handling 
skills...goes to the hard areas on the ice...not afraid of physical play...decent 
skater but not a burner...can play a good two-way game...can finish but is better 
as a playmaker...good vision...good overall game but does nothing great.” 
 
D Stefan Elliott, Saskatoon, WHL, 6’-0”, 175 Lbs –  
”A physically able defender with decent size...put up impressive offensive 
numbers as a rookie for a bad Blades team...possesses decent mobility...at his 
best when he plays it safe...has some offensive upside but his hockey sense is in 
question...needs work on footwork and pivots...he makes nice passes...can get 
caught coughing the puck up when carrying it out of his zone...decision making is 
a question mark at this point.” 
 
G Olivier Bellavance-Roy, Cape Breton, QMJHL, 5’-11”, 165 Lbs –  
“Named the QMJHL rookie of the year…set Q league records in wins as a 16-
year-old …butterfly style goalie with quick overall movement…challenges 
shooters and plays his angles…small stature for a goalie…great glove 



hand…anticipation and reads are good…never gives up on a play…looses his 
net at points…great raw skill set…good at elimination the lower portion of 
net…fights through traffic well.” 
 
C Ryan O’Reilly, Erie, OHL, 6’-0”, 190 Lbs –  
“A bright spot on a struggling Otters team…produced a very solid OHL rookie 
season…decent size and strength for his age…skating is just below average at 
this time…works hard and is always involved in the play…a good playmaker who 
draws defenders to himself…nice vision and offensive awareness…has a good 
shot that he gets off quickly…has good character.” 
 
D Simon Despres, Saint John, QMJHL, 6’-3”, 205 Lbs –  
“A defensive monster…very smart and aware player…knows his role and plays it 
well…huge wingspan which he uses to play a stifling defensive game…great 
along the boards…makes the safe play consistently…defensive positioning is 
solid…not overly physical but uses his size in a defensive way…shot and puck 
skills are not impressive…not much offensive upside at this time.” 
 
C Evander Kane, Vancouver, WHL, 5’-11”, 170 Lbs –  
”A great skater with tons of speed...pure offense when on the ice...has a nice 
shot...prefers to shot than pass but can do both well...can play physical when 
needed and excels at it...not well rounded and needs to put for a consistent 
effort...find is hard to maintain focus when physical game comes into play...speed 
and shot are his best assets...can disappear at times.” 
 
RW Jimmy Bubnick, Kamloops, WHL, 6’-1”, 185 Lbs –  
”Very nice size and strength for his age...not as productive a WHL rookie season 
as some had hoped...average skater with good acceleration...nice anticipation 
and hockey sense...he can score but is better at setting up a play...good in his 
own zone and responsible...not afraid to drive the net...a good teammate and 
very coachable...always observing his environment...has some untapped 
offensive upside.” 
  
C Andrei Kuchin, Chekhov 2, Russia, 5’-10”, 160 Lbs –  
“Small but very skilled…has great skating ability and is very fast…nice set of 
hands and can dangle…possesses a good shot that is deceptive…is not 
currently defensively responsible…very creative and has nice vision…scores in 
bunches when his confidence is high…while his is a great goal-scorer he can 
also set-up teammates using his vision” 
 
C Louis Leblanc, Lac St.-Louis, QAAA, 5’-11”, 170 Lbs –  
“A very good skater with outstanding speed…can blow by defenders on the 
outside…plays a mix of physical with finesse very well…a true goal-scorer who 
loves to have the puck on his stick…not afraid to drive the net or stand in 
front…good on defensive side of the puck…plays two-ways consistently…good 
drive and attitude.” 



 
C Casey Cizikas, Mississauga, OHL, 5’-11”, 185 Lbs –  
“Hometown kid in Mississauga…very impressive rookie season in the OHL…was 
named to the OHL all-rookie team…decent skater…not overly big but is very 
strong…plays a physical brand of hockey…good attitude…will take a hit to make 
a play…drives the net…works the boards well…decent shot but better 
anticipation of where to be…great hockey sense and awareness…a goalscorer 
who is at his best deep in the offensive zone.” 
 
D Anton Myllari, Vasteras J20, Sweden, 6’-2”, 215 Lbs –  
”An impressive physical specimen...pivots and mobility need work...aggressive 
defender who can dish out solid hits...can rush the puck or deliver a solid 
breakout pass...big shot from the point...solid awareness and good vision...likes 
to contribute offensively...needs to work on positioning...very raw with loads of 
potential...has decent puck handling skills...needs to make the safe play more 
often.” 
 
D Ryan Ellis, Windsor, OHL, 5’-10”, 180 Lbs –  
”A solid if not spectacular rookie season in the OHL...lead freshman defenders 
with sixty-three points...pure offence from the backend...a prototypical powerplay 
quarterback...very short but stocky...not a one trick pony as he is good in his own 
zone...uses solid positioning...physical player who can lay heavy hits...has a big 
time point shot...plays a solid overall game...good at the quick transition from 
offense to defense.” 
 
C Jacob Josefson, Djurgarden J20, Sweden, 6’-0”, 180 Lbs –  
”A good skater with solid offensive skills...had a good season in the Super Elite 
Junior 20 league...solid hockey sense and on ice awareness...likes to hit and 
play a physical brand of hockey...plays a solid two-way game...has a good shot 
but is more of a playmaker than finisher...has a good attitude and like to be 
involved.” 
 
G Mike Lee, Roseau, USHS, 6’-0”, 175 Lbs –  
“Plays a butterfly style with good down low coverage…displays a solid positional 
game and knows how to best use his angles…the St. Cloud State recruit is a 
great puck handler who can act like a third defender…strong mobility in the 
crease…can get up and down quickly…quick pads and a decent glove 
hand…raw potential but good overall technique...posted mind-blowing numbers 
playing at the Minnesota high school level.” 
 
C Peter Holland, Guelph, OHL, 6’-1”, 175 Lbs –  
“A good skater with fine acceleration…did not have the offensive season as a 
OHL rookie some were hoping for…decent size and still growing…has good puck 
skills…inconsistent in his effort level…great hockey sense and nice on ice 
awareness…has a good shot but does not use it enough…hard to knock off the 
puck…loads of unearthed potential…fitness is a strength.” 



 
C Jordan Caron, Rimouski, QMJHL, 6’-2”, 195 Lbs –  
”A big power-forward in the making...impossible to knock off the puck...skates 
well with good acceleration...very strong along the boards and drives hard to the 
net...very impressive puck handling for a big guy...solid production as a QMJHL 
rookie in a secondary role...good two-way play...lacks consistent effort...has soft 
hands and is a solid net presence...has good awareness...good shot and a quick 
release...sticks up for himself and teammates...loads of offensive potential.” 
 
RW Tomas Vincour, Edmonton, WHL, 6’-2”, 200 Lbs –  
“Great size and strength…had a solid WHL rookie season…decent skater but 
could use improvement on foot speed…doesn’t shy away from physical 
play…good vision and playmaking abilities…good on the draw…has a high 
hockey IQ…good stick handler…can score goals in many ways…raw prospect 
with nice upside.” 
 
RW Scott Glennie, Brandon, WHL, 6’-1”, 280 Lbs –  
“A skilled playmaker who is always involved…had a very impressive rookie year 
playing along side fellow rookie Brayden Schenn in Brandon…Nice skating stride 
acceleration and overall speed…good size and never afraid to use it…does not 
give up on a play…hard, tenacious forechecker…good along the boards and will 
drive the net…offensive upside is limited.” 
 
RW Landon Ferraro, Red Deer, WHL, 6’-0”, 170 Lbs –  
“A water bug type player…great forchecker…plays in all three zones…pure 
energy and never seems to tire…plays an aggressive physical game…can put 
the puck in the net but his upside as a scorer is limited…very thin and needs to 
add strength…a natural leader and very coachable…does not have the vision or 
creativity to be a top offensive player…capitalizes on opportunities.” 
 
D Tyson Barrie, Kelowna, WHL, 5’-9”, 165 Lbs –  
“Posted outstanding offensive numbers as a WHL rookie…very small in 
stature…solid on his skates…smart and knows when to pinch…power play 
quarterback type…not a powerful shot…nice touch passes and has good 
vision…defensive positioning is good but he can get overpowered…conditioning 
seems to be lacking…a puck rushing defender.” 
 
C Steven Anthony, Montreal (St. John), QMJHL, 6’-2”, 190 Lbs – 
“A great skating forward with ample speed…possesses great overall skill and is 
always a scoring threat…a goal-scorer by nature but can also set-up plays…not 
always willing to play physical…looks lazy at times…knows of his defensive 
duties but rarely executes them…needs to use his line mates better…more ice 
time and a change of attitude would help.” 
 
D Taylor Doherty, Kingston, OHL, 6’-6”, 215 Lbs –  



“Absolute monster sized defender with decent skating ability…not overly fast but 
has good mobility and agility for such a big guy…plays a physical brand of 
hockey…decent puck skills…needs to work on defensive positioning…huge 
wingspan…will stick up for himself…very raw talent but has loads of potential.” 
 
D Dylan Olsen, Camrose, AJHL, 6’-2”, 195 Lbs –  
“A solid two-way defender with great mobility…put up solid numbers with 
Camrose…he skates well and is very smart…likes to rush the puck…sees the ice 
well…plays physical and really loves to play that style…solid in his own 
zone…uses his size well to push attackers to the perimeter…good along the 
boards…offensive upside may be limited…good overall package.” 
 
RW Stepan Novotny, Indiana, USHL, 6’-1”, 190 Lbs –  
“Left Prep school for the USHL and a steeper challenge…has not put up good 
numbers with Indiana…great raw talent…good skater with nice 
acceleration…awesome stick handler…starting to use his size to his 
advantage…aware or his defensive responsibilities…a recruit of Denver...needs 
to define his game and play to his strengths.” 
 
G Brandon Maxwell, U18, USNDP, 6’-0”, 175 Lbs –  
“Butterfly style goalie played for both the U-17 and U-18 teams this 
season…preformed better for the U-18 team…very focused…rises up for the big 
games…plays his angles well and displays solid positioning …great lateral 
mobility…a very competitive and intense young man…opens up a bit when 
moving side-to-side…Boston College recruit…glove is just average.” 
 
LW Erik Haula, Assat Jr., Finland, 5’-10”, 165 Lbs –  
“Very creative and gifted offensively…great stick handling and vision…does not 
mind playing in the dirty areas…drives the net and looks for the rebounds…great 
passing…tries to do it all himself at times…shot is just average but accurate…a 
playmaker who can also finish…awareness on the ice is phenomenal…despite 
small size will play physical…defensively responsible.” 
 
RW Dmitri Orlov, Cherepovets Jr., Russia, 5’-9”, 175 Lbs –  
“Possesses immense vision and hockey sense…very creative and is a good 
skater…a pure playmaker who can thread the needle with a sharp pass…makes 
his line mates better…very smart and has outstanding anticipation…does not 
play a physical game…will always look to pass first and rarely shots himself.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

A Look AheadA Look Ahead  
A glimpse at the 2010 DraftA glimpse at the 2010 Draft   
By Dan Stewar tBy Dan Stewar t   
 

While not as steeped in European flavor as the 2009 edition looks to be, The 
2010 NHL Entry Draft still looks as though it will be a good draft with many 
talented youngsters hailing from over the Atlantic Ocean as well as some gems 
from North America. Below is just a small look at who to expect at the forefront of 
the rankings for 2010. 
 
RW Teemu Pulkkinen, Jokerit Jr., Finland, 5’-10”, 170 Lbs –  
“A very talented player with great skills…great hockey sense and 
anticipation…great hands and can really dangle…a playmaker with outstanding 
vision…skates well and has good first step acceleration…has a good shot and 
will shot when the situation calls for it…needs to work on defensive side of the 
puck…very good offensive potential.” 
 
LW Kirill Kabanov, Spartak Jr., Russia, 6’-1”, 175 Lbs –  
“A very mature and naturally gifted…good intensity and determination…great 
stick handling ability…good body positioning helps him play strong…always 
involved and never takes a shift off…strong along the boards…has a good shot 
and can also set-up plays…very smart player…sometimes tries to do too much 
himself…plays a physical game.” 
 
LW John McFarland, Toronto, GTHL, 6’-0”, 190 Lbs –  
“The No.1 pick of the Sudbury Wolves in the OHL priority draft…powerful skating 
stride…very fast and has explosive acceleration…physical player…very skilled 
with the puck…NHL caliber shot…a goal-scorer by nature but he can also set-up 
plays…great vision anticipation, awareness and hockey sense…decent size and 
could get even bigger…awesome upside.” 
 
C Taylor Hall, Windsor, OHL, 6’-1”, 170 Lbs –  
“Won the Ontario Hockey leagues rookie of the year award after an outstanding 
season…big reason in Windsor’s turnaround…outstanding speed and 
acceleration…great instincts…can really handle the puck…knows were to be on 
the ice and is a natural goal-scorer…plays on the outside and rarely goes into 
traffic…good hockey sense…extremely skilled offensive force…needs to round 
out his game but playing in all three zones.” 
 
D Brandon Gormley, Notre Dame, QAAA, 6’-1”, 170 Lbs –  
“An offensively skilled defender…mature for his age…skates well and is very 
calm…likes to handle the puck…has a very hard and accurate point shot…great 



on ice vision…does not panic when pressured…good PP quarterback…can play 
physical and lay the body…can get caught running around in the defensive 
zone…needs refining in his own end.” 
 
D John Merrill, Detroit Little Caesars, Midget AAA, 6’-2”, 175 lbs –  
“A very slick two-way defender…excellent skater with tremendous smooth overall 
mobility…decent size and still growing…has the skills to rush the puck…good on 
the transition…decent vision and hockey sense…University of Michigan 
recruit…needs to work on defensive positioning…loads of untapped potential.” 
 
D Cam Fowler, U-17, USNDP, 6’-2”, 180 Lbs –  
“A very solid two-way defender…skates very well with good overall 
mobility…very solid in his own zone and in front of his net…plays a physical 
brand and is solid along the wall…very smart…can move the puck…makes a 
very good breakout pass…good offensive potential…possesses nice hockey 
sense…plays within his limits and does mot try to do too much…patient and 
reads the developing play well…great mobility and can be a rock.” 
 
LW Maxim Kitsyn, Metallurg Magnitogorsk, Russia, 6’-2”, 180 Lbs –  
“Good size with loads of skill…skates very well and has awesome 
acceleration…a very good shot and release…loads of flair…good hands and can 
dangle…has the ability to play physical but does not consistently…intensity and 
dedication seem to be lacking at times…needs to round out his game.” 
 
D Mark Pysyk, Edmonton, WHL, 6’-0”, 170 Lbs –  
“A good skating defender…can play a finesse or physical game…ability to control 
the flow of the game…good at both ends of the ice…good defensive 
positioning…decent overall mobility…has a nice point shot…like to lay the 
body…very mature for such a young age.” 
 
D Erik Gudbranson, Ottawa Jr. 67’s, Minor Midget, 6’-3”, 190 Lbs –  
“A physical two-way defenseman…loads of character…great size and 
strength…great along the wall and in front of the net…good overall mobility and 
strong on his skates…has good offensive instincts…can rush the puck…sees the 
ice well…has a good shot…finishes his checks…displays good defensive 
positioning…outstanding potential.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
Special thanks to all the organizations, media and bird dogs that have made 
contributions to Future Considerations throughout the year. From providing many 
game reports, scouting summaries and video sent from areas of the hockey 
world that FC could not observe first hand as well as prospect interviews and 
other related items which have allowed us to provide accurate and informative 
information to our subscribers.  
 
You are all appreciated and we at FC look forward to working together again in 
2008-09 when we again look for the best of the best who will be available in the 
2009 NHL Entry Draft and beyond. 
 
Remember, keep your stick on the ice. 
 
 

 


